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Assessment Two. Bibliographic Exercise. 

Domesday Book

The conquering Norman invaders of 1066 included a large contingent of unlanded adventurers lured by the prospects of land and titles.[footnoteRef:1]  The process of transferring land ownership from a hostile population into Norman hands involved operating a long and costly military campaign of suppression and expansion. The existing English administrative systems inherited by William had provided an efficient vehicle to maintain taxation. Gelds were levied in 1066, 1067 and 1083.[footnoteRef:2]  However, by 1085, reform was overdue. Military suppression had impoverished many regions, bringing the fairness of current taxation into question. Norman administrators, using Latin rather than English, needed a definitive resource, in a familiar language, reflecting local changes in economic fortunes and standardizing regional differences in tax calculation.[footnoteRef:3]  At the Great Council of Christmas 1085.[footnoteRef:4]  William I was finally persuaded by the threat of invasion by a coalition led by Cnut of Denmark, and the financial burden of maintaining additional defensive mercenary forces.[footnoteRef:5]   [1:  Stenton, F. M., Anglo-Saxon England, 3rd ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997). p586.]  [2:  Stenton, Anglo Saxon England., p643-4. ]  [3:  ibid. p645-8.]  [4:  ibid. p641.]  [5:  ibid. p617.] 


The resulting Domesday survey, comprehensive and unprecedented, would determine rents and services due from every landholder of every shire.[footnoteRef:6]  Dividing Norman England into administrative circuits of several counties, commissioners were appointed. Rents prior to 1066 were determined, taking sworn statements when in doubt.[footnoteRef:7]  County summaries were collated from lists of landowners in order of rank, holdings and productivity compiled by the tenants-in-chief.[footnoteRef:8] Circuit summaries were then ordered into two volumes. Little Domesday covered East Anglia in detail[footnoteRef:9]. Great Domesday the rest of occupied England in less detail.[footnoteRef:10] [6:  ibid. p618.]  [7:  ibid. p649.]  [8:  The National Archives, Survey and Making of Domesday <https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/making-of-domesday.htm > [accessed 24th October 2021].  ]  [9:  TNA. Little Domesday..< https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/little-domesday.htm> [accessed 24th October 2021]. ]  [10:  TNA. Great Domesday. < https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/great-domesday.htm > [ accessed 24th October 2021]. ] 


Not only has Domesday been the final recourse in landholding disputes for centuries, but it provides a wealth of useful information to historians. Initially stored with the treasury at Winchester, it moved to Westminster Abbey in the 13th century. The physical tomes were preserved by stout binding and secure storage. From 1600 they were stored in a triple-locked chest. Moved to the Public Record Office, Chancery Lane in 1859, they were rebound in 1985 and have resided at The National Archives, Kew since 1996.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  TNA. Domesday Legacy, < https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/domesday-legacy.htm > [accessed 24th October 2021].] 


Whilst the earliest preservation of Domesday information was by numerous early transcriptions, in recent centuries, several published editions arose. Identified from the National Archives website[footnoteRef:12] and explored further online, these are considered in the following sections.  [12:  TNA. Historical Editions. < https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/discover-domesday/domesday-legacy.htm> [accessed 1st November 2021].] 




Ellis, Henry and Abraham Farley, Domesday Book, seu Liber Censualis Willelmi Primi Regis Angliae. (London: Record Commission, 1783).

On the instruction of Parliament, Abraham Farley, Deputy Chamberlain of the Exchequer responsible for public records including Domesday.[footnoteRef:13] Taking 16 years and £38000 to produce[footnoteRef:14] the Records Commission published it in four volumes between 1783 and 1817.  Henry Ellis, later to become principal librarian at the British Museum,[footnoteRef:15] provided a commentary and index, Superfluous contents and marginals were omitted. Printed in a font matching that of the original Domesday, this remains a useful reference work for researchers.  [13:  G. H. Martin,  "Farley, Abraham (bap. 1712, d. 1791)”, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford University Press, Sept 2004; online edn, Jan 2008. 
]  [14:  Henry James, Domesday Book or the Great Survey of England of William the Conqueror: Photozincograph Edition (Southampton, Ordinance Survey, 1861-1863), p.vi. [online at https://archive.org/details/domesdaybookorgr00jame/page/n13/mode/2up , accessed 25th October 2021].]  [15:  Borrie, Michael. "Ellis, Henry". Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (online ed.). Oxford University Press. doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/869 . [accessed 21st October 2021]. ] 



James, Henry. (1861-63) Domesday Book or the Great Survey of England of William the Conqueror: Photozincograph Edition. (Southampton: Ordinance Survey, 1861-63).

This Domesday, created at the behest of Master of the Rolls Sir John Romilly, includes photo-zincographs of Great Domesday, Little Domesday, Book of Exeter, Book of Ely and the later Book of Winchester and Boldon Book.  This technique, pioneered and overseen by Sir Henry James, Director of the Ordinance Survey, reproduced inexpensive clear, accurate copies of the original documents making them more affordable to a wider, mainly scholarly, readership.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  James, Domesday Book, p.i-vii.] 




Victoria County Histories (1899 - ongoing).
For example:
Doubleday, Herbert. A. and William Page (eds.), (1901) The Victorian County History of Norfolk: Volume 1. Ed. William Page. (London: Victoria County History, 1901).

Launched by Gomme and Doubleday in 1899 and run by the Institute for Historical Research since 1933, the Victoria County Histories,[footnoteRef:17] is an ongoing project to publish comprehensive, authoritative accounts of England at a county level. Red Books cover county histories of England. The William Page mentioned in the example provided above was a prolific and authoritative contributor who became its long-term general editor in 1902.[footnoteRef:18]  Of interest to Domesday historians, as well as a more general readership, earlier volumes often included a Domesday translation and commentary for that county.  [17:  Institute of Historical Research, Red Book Series,< https://www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history/vch-publications/red-book-series > [accessed 21st October 2021].]  [18:  Chris Lewis, (2008). “William Page (1861-1934), general editor of the Victoria County History 1902-1934”. <https://archives.history.ac.uk/makinghistory/resources/articles/william_page.html>    [accessed 25th October 2021].] 




Phillimore Editions (1975-1992).
For example:
Brown, Philippa and John Morris, Domesday Book. 33, Norfolk (Chichester: Phillimore, 1984).

Edited by John Morris from 1975, Phillimore published this series particularly for those local historians unable to access the National Archives prior to digitalisation. Released as individual county books, they ran Farley’s Latin text parallel to a modern English translation, making them a more useful and affordable resource,[footnoteRef:19] They were supplemented by tabulated data and maps. Following completion of the project in 1992, a general index was added. [19:  Robert Dunning, ‘Domesday Book: A Complete Translation / Domesday Explorer CD-Rom’, History Today, 53.8 (2003), p58.] 





Alecto Historical Editions translated and facsimile collections
For example:
D. R. Roffe, (ed.), Lincolnshire Domesday. Volume 1: Folios and Maps. Volume 2: Introduction and Translations. Volume 3 Domesday Book Studies. (County Edition of Great Domesday Book, No. 29 of 31 3-Volume Sets.) (London: Alecto Historical Editions. 1992).


In 1985, Domesday was re-bound in preparation for its 900th anniversary exhibition at the British Library in 1986.[footnoteRef:20]  The process presented an opportunity to produce high-quality facsimiles of each page. The resulting “Penny”, “Millennium” and “Library” limited editions, of exceptional quality presentation, were affordable only for university libraries, county archives or wealthy enthusiasts. An index, English translation and set of Ordinance Survey maps were included in the cost.  [20:  Dunning, ibid. p58..] 





Williams, Ann and Geoffrey Martin (eds.), Domesday Book: A Complete Translation. (London: Penguin Classics, 2003). 


Based on the Alecto editions, this is the first single volume translation of Domesday into modern English. It has the advantage of being widely available at an affordable price and is aimed at the mass market of those with an interest in history who do not have opportunity or motivation to access the national archive or earlier published works.[footnoteRef:21]  Edited by a team including a medieval historian (Williams) and a former Domesday Custodian (Martin), this version is authoritative, standardizes names and corrects inconsistencies in existing translations.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  Dunning, ibid. p58.]  [22:  Ann Williams and G. Martin (eds.) Domesday Book: A Complete Translation (London: Penguin, 2002). p.ix.] 




Palmer, John Domesday Explorer, (London: Phillimore, 2000).

Developed by John Palmer, Emeritus Professor of History, Hull University, this database was released on CD-ROM and subsequently launched online[footnoteRef:23]. Aimed at scholars as an educational and research tool, it includes manuscript images, the indexed Phillimore translation, interactive mapping and searchable databases containing a wealth of information.  [23:  Baxter, S, ‘Domesday Explorer: Great Domesday Book on CD‐ROM’, The English Historical Review, 118.475 (2003), p.130–32; also, Baxter, Stephen, ‘The Digital Domesday Book: The Scholar’s Edition’, The English Historical Review, 119.482 (2004), p.698–700. For searchable online copy of Domesday using Palmer’s data see:  Anna Powell-Smith, Open Domesday, < https://opendomesday.org/ > [accessed 26th October 2021]. ] 
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