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Evidence based policing is an approach used by modern day police officers to help deal with criminal activities in a more informed way. College of Policing (2022) describes evidence-based policing as, using the best available evidence to inform and challenge policing policies, practices, and decisions. This alongside classical criminology help shape the way crimes are dealt with in the modern era. There are many examples of approaches used in policing such as Hotspots and SARA and several strengths and weaknesses to support what approaches work and which do not. 
The main principle of classical criminology is that human beings were guided by a principle of pain and pleasure and by that they calculated the risks and rewards they would receive for their actions (Robert Lilly et al, 1994). Beccaria, a father of classical criminology, believed that laws should all be written down and punishments should be measured on the crime committed rather than the social group the offender fit into (Beccaria and Thomas, 2009). This philosophy of crime has shaped the modern-day policing and criminal justice systems. 
One of the main ideas of classicism is the rational choice theory. In criminology, rational choice theory shows that offenders take part in criminal activity following a thought process that analyses and compares the benefits and the consequences of committing the crime. It is thought that if the benefit of the crime has more weight than the consequence then people are more likely to offend (Perera, 2022). Rational choice theory has a clear relationship with deterrence theory in criminology. Both theories postulate that human action is based on rational choices, informed by the possible consequences of that action (Akers, 1990). 
Furthermore, this can be applied to modern day policing methods such as “Hotspots.” Hot spot policing is an approach used those targets resources and activities to the areas in the town where crime is more concentrated. This is based on the idea that criminal activity is not spread within areas but rather grouped into smaller areas. Refocusing resources and activities into these “hotspots” has the aim to prevent crime in the specific location and reduce overall crime levels in a larger area (College of Policing, 2021). To apply this to a crime such as theft, policing staff can use the rational choice and deterrence theories and place CCTV cameras in these “hotspot” areas. This meaning that the risk to reward ratio would be too high and the rational choice theory shows that the offender would be less likely to steal in a place they are most likely to get caught. 
[bookmark: _Int_60EooVV6]There are some criticisms with the rational choice theory. Firstly, O'Grady (2014) claims that the assumption that all people can be capable to make rational choices. Also, Wright et al (2005), mentions that robbery is used by criminals to have the basic necessities in life such as food, drink, and shelter. The rational choice theory therefore ignores the offenders need to commit the crime. 
Another criminological theory that helps shape modern day policing methods is positivist theory. This theory is based around the factors such as biology and psychology of the offender not “free will” (Canals, 1960). This is the theory in contrast to classicism with provides more in-depth study of human behaviour and behaviour because of society. 
This can help with evidence based policing models such as SARA and POP. Problem-orientated policing (POP) is the application of problem solving as a philosophy in policing (Harfield, 2013). The SARA model stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. These stages are used to quickly identify and assess the situations, develop certain responses to the problems found in the scanning and analysing phases and then policing staff can assess whether the response was successful or if amendments should be made (Burton and McGregor, 2018). POP is not an intervention but rather an approach to develop targeted interventions. This means that any crime or disorder problem can use POP approach and therefore can be used in conjunction with other interventions (College of Policing, 2017). Therefore, positivism can be applied by developing responses with the aid of behavioural and sociological factors to the problem that is occurring. 
By applying this model to theft, police staff would scan and analysis the problems and seek answers to questions like, what sort of groups are stealing from who? And Which areas in the city/town the crimes are happening? After this the police staff would have to find an appropriate response. For example, if the problem is involving shoplifters who steal necessities such as food, the police can work with retailers. This was shown in project zeal which was put in place to strengthen the relationship between retail, security ang policing. This was done by sharing each other's information and using technology such as CCTV to identify serial offenders (Osborne, 2021). This information would then be assessed to see what can be improved and what went well. 
As with most models SARA does have some critiques. Authorities such as Professor Nick Tilley (2003), has mentioned that the process of finding solutions to the problems can be much messier that the easy-to-follow model. Things are not as linear as the model suggests. Factors can overlap, be repetitive and can remain undeveloped as others move closer to be complete. Simple attempts to define the problem can lead to confusion and further away from clarity. It has also been pointed out that police officers do deviate past some stages and does not steadily go through the four steps to find solution. It is also noted that police want specific guidance and not a “learning curve” (Clive Harfield, 2013). 
Jeffrey (1970) suggests that the physical and social environment can provide offenders with opportunities to commit criminal activities. Also, in addition to this, crime can be reduced if environmental factors change (Draper and Cadzow, 2004). 
 One main theory stemmed from “environmental criminology” is routine activity theory. This theory suggests that crime occurs when three elements come together in any space or time. These three elements are, an accessible target, the absence of capable guardians that can get involved and the presence of a motivated offender (NSW Government, 2011). The routine activities theory can inform situational crime prevention.
[bookmark: _Int_JXgzCZq9]Cornish and Clarke (2003) came up with 25 techniques of situational crime prevention. These highlighted several types of interventions that can be used to reduce crime. The 25 techniques were split into five groups: increasing the effort, increasing the risk, reducing the rewards, reducing provocations, and removing excuses (College of Policing, 2022). 
One way the situational crime prevention can be applied to theft is the intervention of improving street lighting. This will increase the levels of illumination on streets and other public spaces, for example streets near shops and supermarkets. This therefore increases the risk of getting caught by police (College of Policing, 2022). This also links into the deterrence and rational choice theory where the rewards are outweighed by the risk. A review of 13 studies showed that there is an average of 21% reduction in all crime types in locations with better street lighting, compared to the control areas. In the UK studies, four out of five studies showed a statistically significant reduction in crime. The combined average was 38% in crime reduction and crime also was seen to reduce during the day (College of Policing, 2022). 
There are some problems with situational crime prevention. One being the contrast it has with traditional criminology theory. Criminology seeks to understand offenders and the social and psychological factors that create them.  situational prevention only concern is the circumstances under which the crime is performed. The situational approach does not promote social reform or offender rehabilitation. Instead, theorists involved with situational approach engage with police and over government agencies to help prevent crime. This is why situational prevention is treated with scepticism by criminologists (Fisher and Lab, 2010). 
To conclude, evidence-based policing is especially useful within police forces as it allows police officers to review want worked and what did not work. This meaning that when there are further problems in the future then there is further evidence of what specific approaches work. Also, in addition to this, different theories within criminology have its criticism. On the other hand, most theories have vital information, including sociological and psychological, that can inform police services when working on solving a problem. 
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