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During this essay I will be writing about classical criminology and how it is used within evidence-based policing through a variety of models as well as describing how each model has individual strengths and weaknesses. I will also be using some of these models on the criminal activity of violence and sexual offences and seeing which modern-day models have the biggest influence on this activity and whether any of the other models should be doing more to provide a lower number of statistics in the future. 
Classical criminology was a title given to cover a category of theories which were based on understanding whether criminal activity would be affected depending on whether the punishment would weigh up as being worth it to do the crime or whether the punishment would deter possible offenders from committing the crime (West, 2017). One of these theories is ‘Rational Choice Theory’ which states that people who are involved in committing criminal offences will weigh up whether the crime is worth committing due to the consequences not being a significant threat to the perpetrator or if they do relay a significant threat to the individual then they are less likely to go through with committing the crime they intended to commit as the threat outweighs the risk of committing the crime (Perera, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Int_NkgAUpFP]Another key theory from classical criminology is the ‘Deterrence Theory’ which is similar to ‘Rational Choice Theory’ with the mentions of deterrence can lead to whether crimes are committed in certain areas or not but instead of being from the criminal's perspective on weighing up the positives and negatives of committing the crime, it states more about the different ways this theory can be applied, rather than just the physical threat, also the psychological dawning of the situation that can create a feeling of threat without anything being visibly threatening (Study.com, 2023). It would be led to believe that theories such as these are still in effect for how the police force in the UK still function today with these theories hybrid with technological advancements. 
[bookmark: _Int_C1veMFux]Modern day models used in evidence-based policing have various ways of collecting effective evidence to show the rates of crimes in different areas and what them crimes are. Problem-Orientated Policing is one of the models used in the police force which specifies in the development of targeted areas which may be more vulnerable, for example, if there is a street without CCTV cameras or lamppost then there is a higher likelihood that a crime will be committed, but with Problem-Orientated Policing, there is stages as to how officers assess what is needed for an area and after that area has a response developed, officers will then further assess the difference between before and after the response has been put in place to see if it has caused any sort of prevention of crime (College of Policing, 2020). Another model that is used in the police force in modern day is ‘SARA’ which is a model broken into four stages including; Scanning for issues in an area by utilizing data recorded from the same area, Analysing what the problem entails in the area and picking up patterns as well as picking up possible reasons for why certain crimes are happening in these areas, Responding with an answer suitable for the problem within the area to help the people in it and Assessing whether the solution to the problem has benefitted the location and where to go from there (College of Policing, 2019). HotSpot Evidence based policing is the model based on singling in onto ‘HotSpot’ areas that crimes predominantly occur and then pursuing these Hotspot locations by focusing various resources at the Hotspot locations in hope of decreasing the number of crimes committed. Hotspot policing is not necessarily based on how the crime is dealt with but rather on what the crime is, what's the rate of crime and what's the peak time for crime to be committed in the hotspot location (CEBCP, 2023).
When reading theories from classical criminology and modern-day evidence based policing methods, classical criminology has an influence over the current method system as ‘Problem-Oriented Policing’ has a similar thought process to criminal behaviour and thinking to ‘Rational Choice Theory’ as it's all about how criminals may reconsider their future actions if there is a higher risk of being caught in the criminal act. To understand why the police, use these types of evidence-based methods, all that is necessary is to read the classical criminology theories above and it explains the thought process which has been put into action on several occasions and been successful otherwise the methods would have been renewed by now. 
When looking at violent and sexual offences in my local area using the HotSpot model it appears via the Police.UK website that these offences are relatively regular for a quiet village area. The SARA model for this area doesn’t appear to have decreased the number of the crime committed as between the space of September 2022 and January 2023 there has been more than four separate cases of Violence and/or sexual offences in a single area and nothing in the area has changed as an attempt to decrease the rate of crime (Police.uk, 2023). 
It can be said that with the evidence based policing models mentioned previously, that they have a relative influence from classical criminology theories, and each have benefits and weaknesses to their model. The SARA model can be argued to be the most successful model as it has a process of picking up on criminal activity and proceeding to place solutions such as security systems or a higher number of police patrols but a counterargument to this model could be the fact that crime doesn’t happen in one area alone and individuals involved in criminal behaviour will begin to move to another less serveilled  area to proceed with their criminal activities. The Hotspot model also has major benefits to the public with the use of ‘Crime Maps’ singling out where criminal activities have occurred, when they occurred and how often they are occurring which can essentially warn people if they are considered vulnerable for a particular reason being age, whether they are a male or female, whether they are a racial minority and whether they stand behind a religious belief but a disadvantage of the Hotspot model is that there is very little information that is given on who the individuals are and whether they are still in the area or not, the only significant information given is whether they have been prosecuted or not. Problem-Oriented policing is a model that can be argued to have similar strengths and weaknesses to the SARA model with the process of zoning in on more vulnerable areas and building defence mechanisms to prevent crime from being committed more easily and to possibly deter criminals from committing criminal behaviour. 
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