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Introduction
Orientalists have always been fascinated with the Bedouin; their mere mention has evoked a sense of romanticism and adventure (Nicholson, (1907), 135, 178)[footnoteRef:1]. Shiism, similarly, has also garnered much academic interest, especially since the early 20th century, when academia finally realised that the debate between orthodoxy and heterodoxy was not a simple one, producing much-needed research in the area.  However, at the intersection of the two there is a lacuna which leaves much scope for comprehensive research on the impetus for each group to pursue the other. [1:  Nicholson, Reynold.  (1907) A Literary History of the Arabs. London: T.F. Unwin] 


Methodology
I have narrowed this review down to the 11th and 12th centuries, when the Middle East saw the emergence of multiple Shiite states, necessarily leading to interaction between these states and the Bedouin. This interaction was at times one of cohabitation, with many Bedouin adopting the religion of the state, while at times the friction between the state and the tribes led to open confrontation and subjugation. Orientalists have narrated these incidents mostly from Arabic books, written by Ayyūbid and Mamlūk historians between the 12th and the 15th centuries, such as those of the famed Mamlūk historian, al-Maqrīzī (d. 1442)[footnoteRef:2]. . Modern interest in this area started after Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt and produced works by historians like De Sacy (d.1838)[footnoteRef:3],  F. Wüstenfeld (d.1899)[footnoteRef:4], De Goeje (d.1909)[footnoteRef:5], Stanley Lane-Poole (d.1931)[footnoteRef:6] and De Lacy O’ Leary (d.1957)[footnoteRef:7]. According to Walker, these historians, although quoting from a wide array of books, did not use Shiite texts[footnoteRef:8] (2002, p. 190)[footnoteRef:9].  Earlier works of Fātimid dā’īs were discovered very recently by academics like Ivanow (d. 1970), and subsequently studied more in detail by the likes of Madelung and Halm[footnoteRef:10] among the Western academics and by the likes of Hasan Ibrahim Hasan (d.1968) and Ayman Fuad Sayyid[footnoteRef:11] in the Arab world. Modern scholarship, by comparing Sunni and Shiite sources, has taken a much softer stance on Shiism than earlier European scholarship which tended to be dominated by the Sunni view and therefore was inherently anti Shiite. This is important to discuss here because according to most Medieval Sunni authors, Shiism was a heterodoxy and a conspiracy against Islam, as a result of which all converts and all efforts at conversion were seen as an attack on the very base of Islam[footnoteRef:12].  [2: Two of his books: Itti’āz al-Hunafā and al-Mawā’iz wa’l I’tibār bi-dhikr al-khitat wa’l-āthār record substantial information on this Shiite dynasty.]  [3:  Silvestre de Sacy was a French orientalist. He wrote many books on Medieval Arab-Islamic history. His notable works on the Fatimids include Exposé de la religion des druzes, tiré des livres religieux de cette secte, et précédé d'une introduction et de la Vie du khalife Hakem-biamr-Allah (1838) and Mémoire sur la dynastie des Assassins et sur l'origine de leur nom (1809)]  [4:  A German author, his book Geschichte der Fatimiden-Chalifen. Nach arabischen Quellen was published in 1881, said to be the first of its kind book by a European author on the history of the Fatimids]  [5:  Michael Jan de Goeje was a Dutch orientalist, ]  [6:  A British orientalist and archaeologist, famous for books such as A History of Egypt in the Middle Ages]  [7:  A British orientalist, author of A Short History of the Fatimid Khalifate]  [8:  Fatimid historians and their adherents, the later Taiyyibīs preserve the most information on this era of all the Shiite books ]  [9:  Walker, Paul. (2002), Exploring an Islamic Empire: Fatimid History and its Sources, London: I.B. Tauris]  [10:  Halm, Heinz. (1996) The empire of the Mahdi, trans. from the German by Michael Bonner. Leiden: Brill]  [11:  He dominates Arabic works on the Fatimids (Walker, 2002, 198)]  [12:  See for instance Al-Ghazali and the Ismailis: A Debate on Reason and Authority in Medieval Islam. By Dr. Farouk Mitha] 


Review of Literature
The interaction and contact between the Shiite states and the Bedouin need to be studied from the advent of Islam to better understand the often-tense relations between Islamic power centers and the Bedouin. The Bedouin[footnoteRef:13] were a hardy people, one who could survive in the toughest of conditions. They have always been portrayed as free men, unaccepting of authority and unwilling to yield to it. The Qur’ān portrays the fragile relations between the earliest Muslims and the Bedouin, and their reluctance to accept Islam. It refers to to the Bedouin as the a’rāb, with many verses portraying the Bedouin negatively[footnoteRef:14]. Reynold Nicholson (d.1945), an English orientalist says that the Bedouin view of life was “thoroughly hedonistic”[footnoteRef:15] and that they reluctantly subscribed to Islam (1907, p. 136)[footnoteRef:16]. All Muslims, which would include the dwellers of the desert, were encouraged to migrate to urban centers, especially to Madinah, to which Prophet Muhammad (d.632) himself migrated, although Ibn Khaldūn maintains that the Bedouin were not encouraged to migrate by the Companions of the Prophet (1967, p. 165)[footnoteRef:17]. [13:  The word Bedouin is an anglicisation of the Arabic word badawī (pl. badw) meaning a desert dweller, also known as the a’rāb, or ahl al-bādiyā, the people of the bādiya, the desert or semi-arid country.]  [14:  See for example verses (9:97), (9:101), (49:14)]  [15:  Ibn Khaldūn, for whom the Arabs were always synonymous with ‘Bedouin nomads’ (1967, p. 918), has two almost conflicting views on how religious the Bedouin were. While he says that because the Bedouin have accustomed themselves to hunger and abstinence from pleasure, they are found to be more religious (1967, p. 130); he also maintains that ‘religious colouring’ cannot be firmly established in them (1967, p. 416). See Ibn, Khaldūn, and Rosenthal, Franz. (1967) The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press]  [16:  Nicholson, Reynold.  (1907) A Literary History of the Arabs. London: T.F. Unwin]  [17:  Ibn, Khaldūn, and Rosenthal, Franz. (1967) The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press] 

It was the Bedouin who revolted after Prophet Muhammad’s death in 632 CE (Nicholson, 1907, 183)[footnoteRef:18] and it was the Bedouin who played a pivotal role during the reign of ‘Alī b. Abītālib (d.661). The khārijites, mostly made up of Bedouin tribes, were the ones who turned against ‘Alī after his battle with Mu’āwiya and were the ones who plotted and assassinated him [footnoteRef:19]. Nicholson says that the khārijī movement since its inception had a Bedouin character, their ranks being mostly drawn from the Bedouin soldiery (1907, p. 209)[footnoteRef:20].  The Bedouin were attracted to the movement because they resented centralized power which curtailed the freedom of their tribal society (Schultz, 1981, p.175)[footnoteRef:21] Because of the khārijī movement, relations between Bedouin tribes which supported the movement and Shiism remained turbulent. This extended till well after the Abbasid Caliphate was established[footnoteRef:22]. [18:  Nicholson, Reynold.  (1907) A Literary History of the Arabs. London: T.F. Unwin]  [19:  A khārijite ‘Abd al-Rahmān ibn Muljam or Muljim al-Murādī assassinated ‘Alī b. Abītālib in the grand mosque of Kufa, while ‘Alī was prostrating in prayer]  [20:  Nicholson, Reynold.  (1907) A Literary History of the Arabs. London: T.F. Unwin]  [21:  Schultz, Joseph P. (1981), Judaism and the Gentile Faiths, Toronto: Associated University Press]  [22:  A khārijite uprising was recorded as late as 929. ] 

The Carmatians (Qarāmitā), although ideologically different from the khārijites, had the same misgivings about the state. The Qarāmitā although being Ismā’īlīs, refused to recognize the Fatimids as imams. This ultimately led to an open confrontation and war, with bands of Qarāmitā Bedouin laying siege to Cairo itself (Imād al-Dīn, 2013, p’s .234 & 264)[footnoteRef:23]. Madelung has written extensively on the proto state of the Carmatians, its advent[footnoteRef:24] in the hinterland (known as the sawād) of Kufa, stretching all the way to Bahrayn (what is now Eastern Saudi Arabia (Halm, 1996, p. 31)). The Qarāmitā like the khārijites drew their main support from the local tribes of the area.[footnoteRef:25] It was Ivanow[footnoteRef:26] who, having discovered Fatimid works such as the Istitār[footnoteRef:27], produced interesting details about this movement.[footnoteRef:28]. Halm later had access to a wider range of sources and hence his narration is very detailed (1996, p. 47-51)[footnoteRef:29][footnoteRef:30].  [23:  ‘Imād al-Dīn, Idris. (2013), The Founder of Cairo: The Fatimid Imam Caliph al-Mu’izz and his Era: An English translation of the text on al-Mu’izz from Idrīs Imād al-Dīn’s ‘Uyūn al-akhbār, London: I.B. Tauris]  [24:  Madelung also discusses how ʿAbd Allāh b. ʿAlī al-ʿUyūnī, a Bedouin chieftain himself, rose up against the Qarāmita in Bahrayn, putting a definitive end to their reign in several of his papers]  [25:  pl. Qarāmita, an Ismā’ilī sect, originally generally reported to have referred to the followers of Ḥamdān Qarmaṭ, an Ismāʿīlī leader in the sawād of al-Kūfa. See Madelung, W., “Ḳarmaṭī”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition, Edited by: P. Bearman, Th. Bianquis, C.E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel, W.P. Heinrichs. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_COM_0451> (Accessed: 11 November 2019)]  [26:  Even De Goeje (M. J. de Goeje. (1886)  Mémoire sur les Carmathes du Bahraïn et les Fatimides , Leiden: Brill ) and De Sacy (S. de Sacy, (1886) Exposé de la Religion des Druzes, Leiden: Brill ), according to Ivanow, when narrating about the Qarāmita, did not base their works on Fatimid sources, choosing to quote anti-Fatimid historians]  [27:  Istitār al-Imāmā of Naysāburī, a Fatimid Dā’ī]  [28:  See Madelung, W., “Ḳarmaṭī”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition, Edited by: P. Bearman, Th. Bianquis, C.E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel, W.P. Heinrichs. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_COM_0451> (Accessed: 11 November 2019)]  [29:  Halm, Heinz. (1996) The empire of the Mahdi, trans. from the German by Michael Bonner. Leiden: Brill]  [30:  Halm also reports a Bedouin who pretended to be Muhammad bin Ismā’īl (1996, p. 64). 
] 

Ivanow states that at the onset, one of the Carmatian dā’īs approached the Bedouin, “who were already converted to Ismā’īlism” (1952, p. 60)[footnoteRef:31], he managed to convince them that all except the Qarāmitā were ‘unbelievers’ and summoned them towards marauding expeditions against them (Halm, 1996, p. 55)[footnoteRef:32]. Ivanow also describes how a horde of 100,000 Bedouin besieged Damascus  before being finally crushed by their own brethren, who were bribed by the Abbasids (1942, p.88)[footnoteRef:33].  Ivanow also mentions that Fatimid sources maintain that the Qarāmitā did not work for them, in fact al-Mahdi had to exit from Salamīyya for fear that they would reveal his identity and location to the Abbasids (1942, p. 87)[footnoteRef:34]. Halm on the other hand tries to prove that the Qarāmitā worked for al-Mahdi (1996, p. 76)[footnoteRef:35] and Daftary seems to support him, although he adds that the Qarmatī dā’īs did not have his authorisation (2007, p. 123)[footnoteRef:36]. Daftary, bases his views on his analysis of Fatimid, non-Fatimid Arab and Western sources. He states that the Qarmatī leader Husayn b. Zikrawayh turned in anger against ‘Abd Allah al-Mahdi and destroyed his residence in Salamīyya and killed his relatives and servants (2007, p. 123), and later at the time of the imam-caliph al-Mu’izz, the Qarāmitā were willing to collaborate even with the Hamdānids and the Abbasids against the Fatimids (2007, p. 161)[footnoteRef:37].  [31:  Ivanow, Vladimir. (1942) Ismaili Tradition Concerning the Rise of the Fatimids, Calcutta: Islamic Research Association]  [32:  Halm, Heinz. (1996) The empire of the Mahdi, trans. from the German by Michael Bonner. Leiden: Brill
]  [33:  Ivanow, Vladimir. (1942) Ismaili Tradition Concerning the Rise of the Fatimids, Calcutta: Islamic Research Association]  [34:  Ivanow, Vladimir. (1942) Ismaili Tradition Concerning the Rise of the Fatimids, Calcutta: Islamic Research Association]  [35:  Halm, Heinz. (1996) The empire of the Mahdi, trans. from the German by Michael Bonner. Leiden: Brill]  [36:  Daftary, Farhad. (2007) The Ismāʿīlīs: Their History and Doctrines, 2nd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press]  [37:  Daftary, Farhad. (2007) The Ismāʿīlīs: Their History and Doctrines, 2nd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press] 

Daftary states that during the 11th century, the Bedouin tribes of the Syrian desert played a crucial role between the Fatimids, the Abbasids and the Hamdānids[footnoteRef:38] and Shiism became a tool to mobilise[footnoteRef:39] the tribes (2007, p. 185 & 192)[footnoteRef:40]. The Jarāhidds, a Bedouin princely clan, alternated between supporting the Fatimids and at times siding with the Hamdānids and even the Byzantines[footnoteRef:41], eventually losing Palestine permanently (Daftary, 2007, p. 176 and 195)[footnoteRef:42].  [38:  Tag̲h̲libī family which, in the 4th/10th century, provided two minor dynasties in Mesopotamia or Jazīra (Mosul) and in Syria (Aleppo), and whose most distinguished representative was the amīr of Aleppo, Sayf al-Dawla. See Canard, M., “Ḥamdānids”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition, Edited by: P. Bearman, Th. Bianquis, C.E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel, W.P. Heinrichs. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_COM_0259. First published online: 2012. First print edition: ISBN: 9789004161214, 1960-2007 (Accessed: 10 November 2019)]  [39:  The other large Shiite dynasty were the Būyids. an Iranian Shiite dynasty named after Abū Shujāʿ Būya (Buwayh), whose descendants ruled the greater part of Iran, Iraq and the Jazīra up to the northern borders of Syria. For further reference see Sajjadi, Sadeq, Asatryan, Mushegh and Melvin-Koushki, Matthew, “Būyids”, in: Encyclopaedia Islamica, Editors-in-Chief: Wilferd Madelung and, Farhad Daftary. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1875-9831_isla_COM_05000055. (Accessed: 10 November 2019]  [40:  Daftary, Farhad. (2007) The Ismāʿīlīs: Their History and Doctrines, 2nd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press]  [41:  See Canard, M., “D̲j̲arrāḥids”, in: Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition, Edited by: P. Bearman, Th. Bianquis, C.E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel, W.P. Heinrichs. Available at: http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_2013 (Accessed: 15-11-19)]  [42:  Daftary, Farhad. (2007) The Ismāʿīlīs: Their History and Doctrines, 2nd ed., Cambridge: Cambridge University Press] 

As for the later Fatimid rulers, Thomson writes about the invasion of North Africa by the Banū Hilāl[footnoteRef:43], who were mobilized by the caliph-imam al-Mustansir to subjugate[footnoteRef:44] the Zīrīd warlord, Ibn Bādīs (2016, p. 35, 88)[footnoteRef:45] which eventually became known as the Hilā’l’ī invasion (Daftary, 2007, p. 201). Sayyid gives an interesting account of how during al-Mustansir’s reign, his distinguished dā’ī, al-Mu’ayyad, used the help of the Bedouin tribes from the Jazīrā[footnoteRef:46] to overcome a Saljūq army[footnoteRef:47], archenemies of the Fatimids. [43:  A Bedouin tribe from the Hijāz and the Najd]  [44:  Arab chroniclers also narrate the arabicisation of North Africa at the hands of the Bedouin tribe of Banū Hilāl.]  [45:  Thomson, Kirsten. (2016) Politics and Power in Late Fatimid Egypt, London: I. B. Tauris]  [46:  The land between the Euphrates and the Tigris]  [47:  Sayyid, Ayman Fuad. (2002) The Fatimids and their Successors in Yaman: The History of an Islamic Community, London: I. B. Tauris] 

Conclusion
Ibn, Khaldūn’s analysis of the Bedouin psyche can be applied to their relationship with the Fatimids (1967, Chapter II)[footnoteRef:48]. However, this delicate, often tumultuous relationship, between the two still warrants a lot of research.  [48:  Ibn, Khaldūn, and Rosenthal, Franz. (1967) The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History. Princeton, N.J: Princeton University Press] 

A quick analysis of the sources quoted aboveshows that there was a  eagerness among the Shiite dā’īs to propagate their faith to the Bedouin, although Fatimid sources try to strike a balance between genuine converts, like that of the Berber tribe of Kutāma[footnoteRef:49], and those whose conversion was a means to a political end.  [49:  See for instance Lindsay, J. (1992). Prophetic Parallels in Abu Abd Allah al-Shii's Mission among the Kutama Berbers, 893-910. International Journal of Middle East Studies, 24(1), 39-56. Retrieved from www.jstor.org/stable/163761] 
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