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Module Code: HPAH5062/6062

Module Coordinator: Dr Tim Baylor

Contact Information: t.baylor@uwtsd.ac.uk
 
Term: Block 4, 2020

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 13:00-14:00*

*Students must email in advance to schedule a Microsoft Teams meeting. 
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AIM(S)
•	To survey the biography of St Augustine of Hippo. 
•	To assess Augustine’s place within the world of late Antiquity/early Middle Ages.
•	To introduce students to Augustine’s thought by means of his writings, particularly the Confessions. 
•	To examine the reception of Augustine in the Western thought.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
•	Identify key events in Augustine’s life.
•	Define and summarise significant themes and concepts in Augustine’s writings. 
•	Assess the influence of Augustine’s career in terms of his influence on Western thinkers. 


INDICATIVE CONTENT
•	The life of Augustine, including the major accomplishments and controversies of his career, and his place in the late Antique and early Medieval worlds.    
•	The structure, content, and reception of one of Augustine’s most influential writings, The Confessions. 
•	The concepts and structures of Augustine’s thought.
•	The various readers of Augustine and versions of “Augustinianism”.   
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II. Textbooks

Required: 

St Augustine. The Confessions. Oxford World’s Classics. Translated by Henry Chadwick. Oxford University Press, 2008.

We will be reading the whole of The Confessions together and discussion of the text will constitute a major portion of the module. So you will need to purchase yourself a copy. This is probably the most commonly used translation of the Confessions available. It is readable, reliable and, more importantly, inexpensive — you can get a copy for about £5. 


Recommended: 

Natalie Carnes. Motherhood: A Confession. Stanford University Press, 2020.

This is one of the best books I read this year and I cannot commend it highly enough. It is a rich and beautifully written meditation on motherhood that creatively appropriates themes of Augustine’s Confessions, casting them in a fresh light.      


Henry Chadwick. Augustine: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, 1986.

This introduction by Chadwick is very helpful in sketching the basic traits of Augustine’s biography and works. Students interested in a more comprehensive introduction will want to consult Peter Brown’s work, but this is an excellent place to start for beginners.  


Gary Willis. Augustine’s Confessions: A Biography. Princeton University Press, 2011.

This book in Princeton’s biographies of great literature series is punchy and provides an interesting introduction to the Confessions and its history. 
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III. Assessments

I.  	Portfolio Project: 

	Component 1 — Annotated Bibliography (10% of Module Grade)
	Students will also provide an annotated bibliography on the chosen topic (see component 3) of their essay. This should include a minimum of 10 resources of primary or secondary literature. Students should use published, academic resources, from a range of different genres — but no websites. Each entry should include the full bibliographic details of the resource followed by several sentences summarising the contents of the resource and its relevance for the proposed essay topic.

	Due: 15 January 2021 at 11:59pm


	Component 2 — Group Presentation (40% of Module Grade)
	A 10-15 minute presentation, produced by groups of 2-3. This should include 8-12 PowerPoint slides, excluding intro and bibliographic slides. Each presentation will introduce the class to some aspect of Augustine’s legacy — that is, some domain in which Augustine’s work has proven enduring and influential. Each group may select a topic of their choosing, but it must be approved by the module coordinator. Groups who cannot agree on a topic will be assigned one.   

	Due: 29 January 2021


	Component 3 — Confessions Essay (50% of Module Grade)
	A 2,500 word (3,500 for level 6) essay touching on one of the topics listed below. Different approaches to the questions are welcome: historical, philosophical, or theological. But each should engage with the Confessions:

1. The Confessions as literature & its significance for literary traditions in the West.
2. The Confessions in its Late Antique setting.
3. The significance of trees in the Confessions.
4. Death in the Confessions.
5. St Monica.
6. The Manichees.
7. Augustine’s use of sources in the Confessions.
8. Augustine’s notion of “evil”.
9. Augustine’s notion of “self”.
10. Augustine’s notion of “concupiscence”.

	Due: 5 February 2021 at 11:59pm

[bookmark: Untitled_Section-3]

IV. Module Outline

Part 1: Biography
	1.1	Approaching St Augustine
	1.2	Augustine’s World 
	1.3	Childhood — Early Career
	1.4	Late Career — Death


Part 2: Works
	2.1	The City of God
	2.2	The Trinity
	2.3	The Literal Commentary on Genesis


Part 3: Topics and Themes in Augustine’s Thought
	3.1	Time, Finitude, & Fallenness
	3.2	On Education
	3.3	Use, Enjoyment, and Rightly Ordered Love 
	3.4	Grace and Freedom


Part 4: Reception 
	4.1	Augustine in the Middle Ages
	4.2	Augustinianism & the Reformation
	4.3	Augustine & Post-Modernity 
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V. Course Schedule

	Date
	Lecture 
[10:00-11:15]
	Conf. Discussion* [12:00-12:40]
	Book Notes
[12:40-13:00]
	Meeting Room

	11/1
	Approaching Augustine 
	Book I
	Notes for Book II: The Parable of the Prodigal Son
	Online

	12/1
	The Confessions 
	Book II
	Notes for Book III: Original Sin & Concupiscence
	Online

	14/1
	Augustine’s World & Early Career
	Book III
	Notes for Book IV: Manichaeism 
	Online

	15/1
	Augustine’s Career
	Book IV
	Notes for Book V: Faith, Doubt, and the Truth
	Online

	18/1
	The Literal Commentary on Genesis
	Book V
	Notes for Book VI: Augustine’s Use of Scripture
	Online  

	19/1
	The Trinity
	Book VI
	Notes for Book VII: Neo-Platonism
	Online

	21/1
	The City of God
	Book VII
	Notes for Book VIII: Gardens & Decision
	Online

	22/1
	On Justice and Love
	Book VIII
	Notes for Book IX: Baptism
	Online

	25/1
	Time, Finitude, and Fallenness
	Book IX
	Notes for Book X.1-23: Contemplation and Ascent to God
	Online

	26/1
	Use, Enjoyment, and Rightly Ordered Love
	Book X.1-23
	Notes for Book X.24-43: Threefold Form of Sin in 1 John 2:16
	Online

	28/1
	Grace and Freedom
	Book X.24-43
	Notes for Book XI: The Word of God
	Online

	29/1
	Group Presentations
	
	
	Online

	1/2
	Augustinianism in the Middle Ages & Reformation
	Book XI
	Notes for Book XII: Natural Form and Creation Ex Nihilo
	Online

	2/2
	Feminist Reception of Augustine
	Book XII
	Notes for Book XIII: The Sabbath Rest
	Online

	4/2
	Augustine and Post-Modernity
	Book XIII
	
	Online

	5/2
	Essay Working Day
	
	
	No Class



* Indicates which book of the Confessions will be discussed on the day of class. Please show up having fully read, and ready to discuss the Book of the Confessions assigned. 
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VI. Select Annotated Bibliography

I. Augustine’s Works in Translation

I.1 Editions of The Confessions:
Confessions. Oxford World Classics. Translated by Henry Chadwick. Oxford University Press, 2008.
	— This is an inexpensive and accessible, but reliable translation of the confessions by one of the leading Augustine scholars of the last century. 
	
The Confessions. The Works of Saint Augustine. Translated by Maria Boulding. New City Press, 2015.
	— This is the most artful translation available in English. It is very readable, supplies useful notes and Scriptural citations, and does an excellent job of capturing aspects of Augustine’s rhetoric.  

II. Secondary Literature

II.1 Biographies:
Brown, Peter. Augustine of Hippo: A Biography. University of California, 2013.
	— Brown is widely regarded as the standard critical-history of Augustine’s life. It handles aspects of Augustine’s personal and intellectual development with great balance and sensitivity. It has a number of valuable resources in it, including maps and time-lines of relevant events in Augustine’s life.  

Chadwick, Henry. Augustine: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, 2001.

Fox, Robin Lane. Augustine: Conversions and Confessions. Penguin, 2016.
	— Fox’s biography, like Brown’s, offers a substantial and critical history of Augustine’s life and thought. But on the whole, it takes a much less sympathetic view of him as a person. 

Hollingworth, Miles. Saint Augustine of Hippo. An Intellectual Biography. Oxford University Press, 2013.


II.2	Introductions, Companions, Dictionaries & Encyclopedias:
Chadwick, Henry. Augustine: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, 1986. 

Fitzgerald, Allan, ed. Augustine Through the Ages: An Encyclopaedia. Eerdmans, 2009.

Pollmann, Karla and Willemien Otten. The Oxford Guide to the Historical Reception of Augustine. 3 Volumes. Oxford University Press, 2013. 
	— These three volumes are the most extensive collection of scholarship on Augustine’s works. It surveys Augustine’s biography, his works, key themes in his thought, and central issues in his interpretation and reception in intellectual history.  

Stump, Eleanor and Norman Kretzmann, eds. The Cambridge Companion to Augustine. Cambridge University Press, 2006.

Vessy, Mark ed. Companion to Augustine. Wiley-Blackwell, 2012.


II.3 Works on the Confessions:
Chadwick, Henry. “History & Symbolism in the Garden at Milan”, From Augustine to Eriugena. 

Clark, Gillian. St Augustine: The Confessions. Cambridge University Press, 2005.

Dodds, “Augustine’s Confessions”, Hibbert Journal, vol. 26 (1927-1928).

Dunham, Scott. The Trinity and Creation in Augustine: An Ecological Analysis. State University of New York Press, 2008. 

Kenney, John Peter. The Mysticism of St Augustine: Re-Reading the Confessions. Routledge, 2005.

Mann, William. Augustine’s Confessions: Philosophy in Autobiography. Oxford University Press, 2014.

O’Connell, “The Riddle of Augustine’s Confessions: A Plotinian Key”, International Philosophical Quarterly, vol. IV (1964): pp. 327-372. 

O’Donnell, James J. Augustine’s Confessions: Introduction, Text, and Commentary. Volumes 1-3. Oxford University Press, 2012.

O’meara, John. The Young Augustine: An Introduction to the Confessions of St Augustine. Alba House, 2001.

Pfaffenroth, Kim and Robert P. Kennedy, eds. A Reader’s Companion to Augustine’s Confessions. Westminster John Knox Press, 2003.

Toom, Tarmo, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Augustine’s Confessions. Cambridge University Press, 2020. 

Willis, Gary. Augustine’s Confessions: A Biography. Princeton University Press, 2011.

Young, Frances. “The Confessions of Saint Augustine: What Is the Genre of this Work?”, Augustinian Studies 30/1 (1999): pp. 1-16. 


II.4 Works on Themes in Augustine’s Thought:
Ayers, Lewis. Augustine and the Trinity. Cambridge University Press, 2010.

Burnaby, John Burnaby. Amor Dei: A Study of the Religion of St Augustine. Canterbury Press, 2012.

Burrus, Virginia, Mark D. Jordan, and Karmen McKendrick. Seducing Augustine: Bodies, Desires, and Confessions. Fordham University Press, 2010.

Bonner, Gerald. Freedom and Necessity: Augustine’s Teaching on Divine Power and Human Freedom. The Catholic University of America Press, 2007.

Cavadini, John. “The Darkest Enigma: Reconsidering the Self in Augustine’s Thought”, Augustinian Studies 38/1 (2007): pp. 119-132.

Conybeare, Catherine. The Irrational Augustine. Oxford University Press, 2006.

Dobell, Brian. Augustine’s Intellectual Conversion: The Journey from Platonism to Christianity. Cambridge University Press, 2009.

Frederiksen, Paula. Augustine and the Jews: A Christian Defense of Jews and Judaism. Yale University Press, 2010.

Gioia, Luigi. The Theological Epistemology of Augustine’s De Trinitate. Oxford University Press, 2008.

O’Donovan, Oliver. The Problem of Self-Love in Augustine. Wipf & Stock, 2006.

Van Fleteren, F. “Authority and Reason. Faith and Understanding in the Works of St Augustine.” Augustinian Studies 6 (1973): 33-71.

Wetzel, James. Augustine’s City of God: A Critical Guide. Cambridge University Press, 2012. 

Wetzel, James. “The Force of Memory: Reflections on the Interrupted Self”, Augustinian Studies 38/1 (2007): pp. 147-159.

Williams, Rowan. On Augustine. Bloomsbury, 2016.


II.5 Work on Matters of Background to Augustine’s Biography:
Beard, Mary, John North, and Simon Price. Religions of Rome. 2 Volumes. Cambridge University Press, 1996. 

Hunter, Marriage, Celibacy, And Heresy in Ancient Christianity (Oxford University Press).

Ramsey, Boniface. Ambrose. Routledge, 1997.

Stock, Brian. Augustine’s Inner Dialogue: The Philosophical Sililoquy in Late Antiquity. Cambridge University Press, 2010. 

William, Daniel H. Ambrose of Milan and the End of the Arian-Nicene Conflicts. Clarendon Press, 1995.


II.6 Reception of Augustine:
Carnes, Natalie. Motherhood: A Confession. Stanford University Press, 2020. 

Cary, Philip. Augustine’s Invention of the Self: The Legacy of a Christian Platonist.  Oxford University Press, 2000. 

Ettenhuber, Katin. Donne’s Augustine: Renaissance Culture’s of Interpretation. Oxford University Press, 2011. 

Rousseau, Jean Jacques. Confessions. Oxford World Classics. Oxford University Press, 2008. 

Marion, Jean-Luc. In the Self’s Place: The Approach of Saint Augustine. Translation by Jeffrey L. Kosky. Stanford University Press, 2012.  

Saak, Eric Leland. Creating Augustine: Interpreting Augustine and Augustinianism in the Later Middle Ages. Oxford University Press, 2012.

Visser, Arnoud. Reading Augustine in the Reformation: The Flexibility of Intellectual Authority in Europe, 1500-1620. Oxford Studies in Historical Theology. Oxford University Press, 2011.

Wisse, Maartin. Trinitarian Theology beyond Participation: Augustine’s De Trinitate and Contemporary Theology. T&T Clark, 2011. 
1
