[bookmark: _GoBack]Shannon Cox
8/10/2019
Inclusive practice within mainstream schools.
Rational

The on-going debate regarding inclusive practice in mainstream education largely revolves around a designed-focused reform as opposed to resource-intensive. The purpose of the following paper is to explore the extent to which inclusion in mainstream education is being practiced, its effectiveness and to provide recommendations for improvement. The paper will also focus on how pupils with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) are currently being supported within mainstream education, its legislations and current policies, and the ways in which the ALN reform will affect children in Wales. The overall purpose of this paper will be to critically analyse the new and old reform Acts and how they will improve the overall support of children with ALN.

What is inclusive practice?
“In 1999 the then Department for Education and Skills (DfES), defined what it meant by inclusion by stating that it was about every child’s entitlement to learning” (Knowles. 2010). Inclusive practice is a commonly used phrase that involves making continuous improvement to educational settings, in order to support children with additional learning needs to participate in learning activities within mainstream education. Inclusive oractice is defined as a fundamental right to education. (Schuelka. 2018)
Education is fundamental in children’s development; education is a human right and inclusion is part of that right. In recent year’s philosophers have changed the view of inclusive practice and have been part of the reason for policies that have been implemented in schools in several countries. The Warnock Report 1978 is considered to be a very important papers relating to children’s rights, the paper paved the way for recognition of inclusion. (Pappas, et al. 2018)
Inclusive practice is seen in schools, however there is a lack of training for teachers, they are concerned about their lack of training and knowledge about ALN, training is vital for teachers in a mainstream school. Furthermore, there are not enough educational resources available to properly teach a child with ALN in particular to cater to their specific disability. (Pappas, et al 2018)
Moreover, there are barriers to inclusive education that need to be overcome, no support, training, resources, flexible curriculum, there are ways of improving these, simply extending current policies to incorporate inclusion more. Schools should have more reviews; they need to review their policies on a regular basis. Teacher training is vital in schools, there is not enough training for staff, therefore it is important that they are taught the correct procedures on how to include children with ALN.  It is clear that there is not enough flexibility in the curriculum, this can be changed by allowing teachers to make changes to incorporate children with ALN. (Schuelka. 2018)
Legislation and Policy
Schools must follow a series of legislations and policies; these include the Equality Act (2010) and the Well-being of Future Generation (Wales) Act (2015). In 2010 the Equality Act was implemented into the workplaces, this Act was put into place in order to prevent discrimination, the Act sets out the ways that are unlawful to treat someone. There were three different forms of Legislation that were in place before the Equality Act 2010, one of these included the Disability Discrimination 1995, this was overruled by the 2010 Act, which protects people from direct and indirect discrimination. Additionally, the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 was put in place five years after the Equality Act 2010 as a long-term solution on working with others. The Act is to help make a positive change within the future generations. There are seven goals within the Act that all settings must follow. This Act is linked with the new ALN reform Act, making Wales ,more equal. The act itself works on collaboration between different agencies which will be help in the support with children who have an ALN. This act has been vital in the support of children in recent years, school now work alongside other agencies and bring support in from outside, this is seen every single day in schools, you will see agencies such as LAP/NAP. This act was an amazing addition to schools and will only continue its support during the integration period of the new act in 2020. The act ensures that children and young people have the same opportunities no matter what their abilities may be, incorporating their needs into the daily lesson plans. While this act will be important during the integration period of the new act, the new ALN reform act has been pushed back yet another year, children need the simpler process put in place now, as already stated above, there are many barriers to an inclusive education, the new reform act will help to get these barriers corrected. Children need the Act in place in order to continue and better their support.
No child deserves to be excluded from education due to an ALN, the UNCRC ensures that an inclusive education is a human right and something that all children deserve. The UNCRC was one of the first pieces of legislation related to children’s rights, all children, no matter what their abilities may be, deserve to have their needs met. This has been looked at during the process of the Children Act 2004 (UNCRC 2010). 
The legislation and policies that are in place to help the integration of children with ALNs, need to all be followed correctly, schools need to recognise the need for these legislations to be implemented. All of the above are relating to inclusive practice within schools, children need the polices in place in order to succeed in their education. However, more can be done to support them. Children deserve an education no matter what their specific circumstances, the policies need to incorporate their struggles and need to take their views into account.
Evaluation
The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 is a framework to support children and young people with ALN. The Welsh Government are introducing it in phases; however, the release has been pushed back to 2020. The new Act will bring about the improvement of integrating children with ALN. Moreover, the new Act will replace the current SEN framework. (National Assembly for Wales.2019) 
The current guidelines are not followed the way they should be, they are followed differently by each local authority, the previous reform was introduced over 30 years ago and is now no longer has purpose, the process that families have to go through in order to get support for their children is a battle that they may not win. Parents are not sure where to go to get information or advice regarding support. the old education reform has many inconsistencies that need changing and have been put forward to be included into the new reform, these include the terminology, using ALN  also known as additional learning needs, in the place of SEN which is known as special educational needs. (Welsh Government, 2018)
The special educational needs code of practice was introduced in 2002, schools and other local bodies must regard it to a point, while local bodies must not ignore it, most schools do not follow it in a way that they should. The code is not something that can make decisions for others it is there in order to guide them. There were key principles to the code that state that a child’s needs must be met. (Neath Port Talbot, 2004)  
The Welsh Government has set out a list of aims that need to be created within the new Act and it expect the Act to be fully rolled out by 2023. While the Act is being phased in, it will work alongside the existing SEN framework, however, eventually the SEN framework will be disregarded entirely when the new Act is implemented fully. (Welsh Government. 2018)
Another area of the ALN code will place statutory requirements on governing bodies, focus on developing individual development plans, also known as IDPs, these will take over IEPs and statements which are covered under the SEN code of practice. 
There will also be new terminology under the new Act, simply saying SEN will be the wrong term, it will be ALN, there is also the change in IEPs, changing to IDPs, all existing individual education plan will be converted into individual development plans, where there is no plan in place for a child during the SEN code, there will be a process of preparing an IDP for a child who may have an ALN, it is then the schools responsibility to maintain the support for the child. (Welsh Government. 2018)
However, there are many issues with this, for example funding. We all know ow that schools have a limited amount of funding, therefore, being able to maintain support for multiple children will be difficult, while there will be additional funding made available (ERW 2018), there will not be enough to cover all schools around wales, which will eventually cause some IDPs to be neglected and support not offered to those who need it. This comes under the third aim of the Act. 
Let’s now focus on the age range. The new Act will have eleven aims, the second aim is the age range for those needing support. the age is 0-25, this will link the two different legislations for children in compulsory education and young people in further education. This was not the case in the current SEN framework, the age change will help those in further education more successfully as they will be given the option for support (Welsh Government, 2018) However, funding is still an issue, education facilities need to be able to fund the support that they provide the students who need it. As stated previously, there will be extra finding available one of which will be called the transformation grant (Welsh Government, 2018) 
Now that the old and new code of practice have been discussed, it is obvious that children are not being supported in a way that they could be, there needs to be more funding put towards inclusive education, giving children the best possible chance at success.
Conclusion
To conclude this paper, we are going to be looking at the entire paper again. So, is inclusive practice being incorporated into mainstream schools? No, not completely. Education will never truly be an inclusive environment unless more training or funding is placed into the schools. This paper serves to educate and inform the Local Education Authority of the issues within the education system, it is clear from all the information gathered that schools are not doing enough to include children within their care. Legislations are in place to combat any discrimination towards children with ALNs, however, they are not followed in the way that they should be, schools have an individual way of following these legislations and each school has a unique set of policies related to their school and their rules of inclusive practice, this needs to be changed and a universal policy be put in place to in order to support children in the best way possible.
Furthermore, it is vital that the new ALN reform Act be implemented as soon as possible, helping children to overcome the barriers to a fully inclusive education. Inclusive education is clearly implemented in schools and education facilities, however the barriers that children go through on a daily basis need to be removed completely, that is the only way that children and young people will have the opportunity to be educated in a fully inclusive atmosphere, more training needs to be put into place in order for teachers to be able to give children and young people in their care the best possible chance. The ALN reform act will change the face of education completely, but will it be positive or negative? As of now, the unique way of approaching ALN set out in the new act and code of practice is something that will be a good addition to educational settings, children and young people will be given the support that they need. Moreover, there are aspects of the new reform act that may be considered not to be the best step forward. These include schools being in charge of children having an IDP, while more children will get the support needed due to this, highlighting on this it is important that all children be considered when this is being implemented, how will the act affect children without an IDP? How will children be supported? None of these can be answered clearly as of now because the Act is not in place, in the coming years it is important to consider children of all abilities and not just those with an ALN.
Recommendations should be put into place to ensure that children are being included in their everyday school life, and schools should put rules into place to ensure that inclusive practice is used.
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