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Assignment 1
The Effect of the Evolution of Crime on Modern Policing

Research Question: How is the Changing Nature of Crime Viewed Through the Perspective of Newly Recruited and Experienced Special Constables in a Welsh Rural Police Force 

Introduction 
For this research project, data on how the changing nature of crime viewed through the perspective of newly recruited and experienced Special Constables, who are volunteers that have the powers of a fully paid police officer, that are working in a Welsh Rural Police Force will be gathered (Britton, 2019; Welsh Rural Police Force, 2023d[footnoteRef:1]). This research will analyse the issue of the evolution of crime and how it is affecting modern policing (Santos, 2017). This assignment will focus on the methodology and methods used to answer this question (Clough & Nutbrown, 2012; O’Leary, 2021), as well as the ethical issues that this project may generate (Oliver, 2010). However, it is firstly important to carry out a literature review to examine any further research into this issue (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). [1:  Welsh Rural Police Force has been anonymised for this submission (O’Leary, 2021)] 


 Literature Review 
When reviewing literature, it is important to analyse research of the group of participants, who are individuals that are involved in the research (Jaimangal-Jones, 2014). The participants are newly recruited Special Constables as well as Special Constables with five years’ worth of experience within the Welsh Rural Police Force (Welsh Rural Police Force, 2023d). The research will analyse perspectives the participants have on the changing nature of crime (Britton, 2019). Britton (2019) suggests that Special Constables understand the growth of different levels of crime on a national level and that many Special Constables have blamed this growth on a lack of resources (Britton, 2019, p. 10). However, most research into this issue has focused on full time Police Officers on a national scale and not Special Constables within a specific force (Karn, 2013; Kyprianides et al. 2023), which shows that the research question has not yet been answered and that there is more emphasis on data collected from full time Police Officers (Callender, Britton & Knight, 2021), which makes the research question of this project more important, as it would enable Special Constables to have a voice within the Welsh Rural Police Force (Britton, 2019). However, it is important to acknowledge the research that asks similar questions with full time police officers as the participants (Millman, Winder & Griffiths, 2019; Smith, Lang & McElwee, 2012). For example, Millman, Winder and Griffiths (2019) suggest that many Police Officers are currently struggling with the rise of cyber-crime and that Officers feel that they can’t help victims of cyber-crime due to a lack of knowledge and resources. Additionally, Smith Lang & McElwee’s (2012) paper on rural crime shows that there has been a rise in organised crime groups and Police Officers are struggling to balance the public need with the cutting of resources in rural areas. These pressures are important to address as Police Officers are working alongside their Special Constable counterparts and therefore, they arguably share this pressure and this is no different in the Welsh Rural Police Force (Britton et al. 2021). This assignment will now move on to look at the methodology of this research (Clough & Nutbrown, 2021).

Methodology 
In this section, the ontological, epistemological, methodological and theoretical perspective of the researcher will be analysed, as well as the paradigm of the research and the effects of these terms on the research question which is how the changing nature of crime is being viewed through the perspective of newly recruited and experienced Special Constables in a Welsh Rural Police Force (Clough & Nutbrown, 2012; Clark et al. 2021; Welsh Rural Police Force, 2023d). 
Research Paradigm
Firstly, the paradigm used for this research will be analysed (O’Leary, 2021). A paradigm is the idea that there are various beliefs that researchers have, which refers to how research should be undertaken (Clark et al. 2021; Punch, 2014, Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). For this research, an interpretive paradigm will be used (Denscombe, 2010). This is the belief that the world is unstructured and that knowledge is produced, rather than discovered (Denscombe, 2010). This paradigm will allow the participants of the research to share their perspectives on the changing nature of crime and if they feel that they have received the sufficient training and resources to solve this issue (Britton, 2019). However, the implication of this paradigm is that it focuses on a qualitative approach (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018). Therefore, the perspectives of the participants will answer this question (O’Leary, 2021). The ontological perspective used to answer this research question will now be analysed further (Denscombe, 2010).
Ontology
When looking at the definition of ontology, Denscombe (2010) suggests that ontology is the beliefs that researchers have about reality (Denscombe, 2010). In addition, many researchers also define ontology as the way of questioning reality (Maykut & Morehouse 1994; O’Leary, 2021). As an interpretivist, it is the belief of the researcher that reality is subjective and that reality is created by the way people bring meaning to different situations which makes sense of the world (Punch, 2014). The researcher holds this belief because everyone’s reality is different (Denscombe, 2010). Therefore, the world is a social construct and this is shown through the interactions individuals have (Denscombe, 2010). This perspective will have an important implication for the research question because it will be the realities of participants that will answer this question and drive changes (Clark et al. 2021). Epistemology will now be looked at further (O’Leary, 2021). 
Epistemology
To answer the question presented in this research project, it is also important to consider the epistemology of the researcher (O’Leary, 2021). Epistemology refers to the way individuals have a knowledge of the world (O’Leary, 2021, p. 6) and the way in which the researcher understands reality (Punch, 2014, Clark et al. 2021). When applying this definition to the research question, the reality of Special Constables and their knowledge of new and changing crimes must be discovered, which will give an understanding to the researcher of their realities and how the question can be answered (Britton, 2019). The way this research question will be answered will be influenced by the theoretical perspective of the researcher which will now be examined in further depth (Denzin & Lincoln, 2018).  
Theoretical Perspective
The theoretical perspective that the researcher is using to answer the research question must also be considered (Clough & Nutbrown, 2021). This research will be conducted from the perspective of a symbolic interactionist, which emphasises ‘the negotiation of group norms’ and ‘the uniqueness of social experiences’ (Crawford & Novak, 2018, p. 26). This theoretical perspective will have implications for the answering this research question as symbolic interactionism is focused on micro-sociology and does not look at further social structures (Haralambos & Holborn, 2013). However, to answer this question a symbolic interactionalist perspective is justified as the participants experiences of the changing nature of crime is of great value (Millman, Winder, & Griffiths, 2019). The methodology of this research question will now be examined further (Clough & Nutbrown, 2012).
Methodology 
When looking at the methodology of this research question, which is how the research is structured (O’Leary, 2021; Punch, 2014; Clough & Nutbrown, 2012), it is important to use a structure that focusses on how individuals make sense of the world and the research question (Clark et al. 2021). Therefore, a phenomenological approach will be used, which focuses on individual perceptions (Clark et al. 2021). This will allow the researcher to gain qualitative data from the method that will be used (Denscombe, 2010). However, the implication for the research question is that the researcher will need to keep an open mind (Clark et al. 2021). This will be mitigated as the researcher will use the experiences of the participants to understand the issues that they face (Clark et al. 2021). This will be shown in the methods that is used to collect data (O’Leary, 2021). 

Data Collection Methods 
Before data can be gathered to answer this question, which is analysing how the changing nature of crime being viewed through the perspective of newly recruited and experienced Special Constables in a Welsh Rural Police Force, it is firstly important for permission to be granted from the Head of Uniformed Policing of the Welsh Rural Police Force to be able to undertake this research (Welsh Rural Police Force, 2023a). This is because the Head of Uniformed Policing is responsible for Special Constables below the level of Chief Superintendent (Welsh Rural Police Force, 2023a). For this research, a letter from the Head of Uniformed Policing of the Welsh Rural Police Force has been provided which grants permission for this research project to take place and therefore data can be collected to answer this question (Welsh Rural Police Force, 2023c). The data collection method that will be utilised in this research is the use of two separate focus groups, one of which will have new recruits and other will have experienced officers (Oliver, 2010). The aim is to have twelve participants in total with six in each group invited at random by the Head of Uniformed Policing so that their data is protected and their identity is anonymised (Welsh Rural Police Force, 2023a; Oliver, 2010; Israel, 2015). This should be representative of the forty Special Constables in total that currently work within the Welsh Rural Police Force (HMICRFS, 2023). Focus groups is a form of group intervew that allows the researcher to act as more of a moderator and facilitator of discussion (Punch, 2014). As part of the focus group, participants will know the research question before hand as well as the questions asked by the researcher and the interview will be recorded (O’Leary, 2021; Punch, 2014). In both focus groups, participants will be asked what they know about data on crime in the Welsh Rural Police Force area and if they believe there has been a rise in certain types of crimes compared to others (O’Leary, 2021; Welsh Rural Police Force, 2023e). The kind of questions asked will be focused on examining the training and resources that Special Constables currently have and if this is enough to help them tackle new and changing types of crime (Britton, 2019). In the focus group involving experienced Special Constables, participants will be encouraged to share their experiences if they are comfortable in doing so and both groups will be encouraged to discuss different ideas with each other and to come together with solutions that would aid them to tackle these crimes, as well as stating if current resources and training are sufficient in this aim (O’Leary, 2021; Millman, Winder and Griffiths 2019), which will show the changes that officers believe should be put in place (Britton, 2019). However, there are certain procedures that must be put in place so that this research project keeps everyone involved safe and this will now be analysed (Israel, 2015).

Ethics 
When looking at what ethics means, Wiles (2013, pp. 1-8) defines ethics as ‘the branch of philosophy which addresses questions about morality.’ This point is illustrated further by Gregory (2003) and Israel (2015) who suggest that our morals should be focused on the interests and concerns of the participants and that ethics in research should reflect this. For the purpose of this research question, all participants will be anonymous, due to the nature of their role as Special Constables and the ethical rules within the Police, where breaking impartiality guidelines publicly could affect the position of individual Special Constables (Oliver, 2010; College of Policing, 2014). In addition, another risk is data security and storage (Oliver, 2010), which can be mitigated by adhering to current legislation such as the Data Protection Act 2018, as well the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Data Management Plan, which states that the researcher must record meetings and store the meeting data servers in online environments that are managed by the university (Data Protection Act 2018; Briggs, 2022). Furthermore, the researcher must have informed consent from participants of this research (Israel, 2015). This means that participants must understand the research and what the aim of the research is and how the result could affect them (Israel, 2015). Therefore, the researcher will explain the research to participants and give participants consent forms to sign before the interviews take place and in addition, the researcher will seek consent from the participants before the day of the interview (Israel, 2015; Oliver, 2010). 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, this research which analyses the question of how the changing nature of crime is viewed from the perspective of newly recruited and experienced Special Constables in a Welsh Rural Police Force could be extremely useful in analysing how the changing nature of crime is affecting modern policing in general (Britton, 2019; Millman, Winder and Griffiths 2019). In addition, this research project will give Special Constables a voice and a say in the training and resources that they are given which could be valuable for the improvement of the service that the Welsh Rural Police Force provides (Welsh Rural Police Force, 2023b; Britton, 2019). 
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