Object analysis of Egyptian ‘funerary cones’ from El-Moghraqa, Gaza

The Egyptian ‘funerary cones’ found at the site of el-Moghraqa, north of Wadi Gaza, are round in appearance and measure from ten – twenty centimetres long with a diameter of approximately four – eight centimetres wide. The cones were typically made of a reddish-yellow clay with a thick dark grey core (Steel et al. 2004:326.). The cones found at the site in Gaza are extremely similar to Egyptian funerary cones from the eighteenth dynasty, but seem to be unique to this area of the Levant (Steel. 2016). These cone fragments have been stamped with the cartouche of Thutmoses III, which likely highlights the economic standing of the site alongside the likelihood of trade moving in, out and through this place due to the hybridity that the object appears to possess. However, it is uncertain what the Gaza cones were used for. Unlike their Egyptian counterparts, these cones were not found in a primarily funerary sphere. The Gaza cones were broken off at the cartouche and dumped in a sand dune, which (although speculative) could be an attempt to destroy the propaganda-like objects that had been created. This is unlikely, but there is nothing more than speculation on why the cones were found broken and dumped. On the other hand, the cones could have formed part of a gift exchange between Egypt and Gaza, due to the cartouche of Thutmoses III appearing on the cones. This is somewhat strange, as the Egyptian funerary cones were stamped with the names and titles of the deceased but the Gaza cones were stamped with the names of the King, suggesting an almost propaganda-like gift exchange between the two countries. 
Even so, there is the possibility of el-Moghraqa being used as a cemetery, given the link between Egyptian funerary cones and the similarity of the Gaza cones (Steel et al. 2002:939.). This is a theory based off the appearance of cones at a cemetery in Tombos, in Nubia but there is no evidence that can prove this being the context in which the cones were used and eventually placed (Steel. 2016.). However, evidence of mass production of these Gaza ‘funerary cones’ is non-existent compared to that of the Egyptian ‘funerary cones’, this being said, most scholars argue that the Gaza cones were employed for the use of distinguishing high-ranking officials’ tombs.
Trying to re-create these cones in the modern day poses several problems: the clay we have at our disposal is vastly different to that found in Gaza, and therefore being able to mould the clay into a funerary cone is difficult. This is also accompanied by the difficulty in stamping a seal or Egyptian hieroglyphs in our case due to the stamp and the clay once again, although this may have been due to not following the process that would have been used in making the Gaza cones.
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