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International Perspectives

This essay will discuss Wales and Scandinavia, comparing and contrasting the differences for children growing up in these different countries, through education, health care and the pedagogy. This will include comparing the education system and the differences between the two counties as well as the health care in the two countries and Pedagogy and discussing the United Nation Convention on the Right of the Child. These two countries were chosen because they are very interesting and there is lots of relatively new research to back up any arguments throughout the essay. 
Waller (2014) states “Childhood may be defined as the life period during which a human is being regarded as a child, and the cultural, social and economic characteristics of that period.” If children do not have a stable and enriching childhood it could cause problems in the future with children. Wales introduced policies such as Taking Wales Forward 2016-2021 and the Future Generations Act 2015 to help reduce adverse childhood experiences (ACE’S). Offering support for parents and guidance in order to provide the best childhood including a healthy balanced diet, healthy interaction and time together as well as basic needs met. 

The first aspect is Education. Having an education is essential in order for children to be able to grow, develop and understand the world around them. BBC (2018) believes that having an education is the most important aspect of a child’s development and they should be supported throughout their education to reach their fullest potential. Education in Scandinavia is different to education in Wales as children in Scandinavia do not start formal schooling until the age of seven. As stated in Alasuutari et al (2014) “Children in Scandinavia need to experience and play before they start formal education”. Comparing this to Wales where 1 in 3 children in wales are living in poverty and they are being supported to attend school from a young age to help them reach their fullest potential. As stated on Save the Children (no date) “Today, almost one in three children still lives in poverty in Wales. This is a higher proportion than in any other nation in the UK and equates to almost 200,000 children.” The Welsh Government put a programmes in place to help tackle poverty in Wales which meant introducing Flying Start to deprived areas that needed support and help. Parents are being encourage to start their children in school at the age of two through Flying Start. Flying Start was set up in Wales in 2009. Flying Start’s main aim was to provide support and help for children and families in Wales that were below the poverty line. As it states on Welsh Government (2017) “Flying Start is one of our top priorities in our Tackling Poverty agenda.” There are four core aims of Flying start which include, introduction of schooling, part time school from the age of two which is free for parents as it is government funded. Enhanced Health Visitor services including supporting families and children through one to one support with a health visitor. Access to parenting classes, and Speech, language and communication support, allowing children who struggle to communicate the opportunity to develop their skills through one to one sessions or in small playgroups. All different organisations such as health visitors, speech and language, programmes such as design to smile have all been introduced to help deprived families. Compare this to Scandinavia where ‘pre schooling’ is not funded by the government and parents have to decide whether they want to pay for their child to attend. 
Scandinavia Approach promotes the Nordic Model which emphasises use of the outdoors and letting children take risks in order to develop and thrive holistically. It also promotes the importance of letting children express themselves and allowing them to develop at their own rate.  Sikcan (2007) states “All children have the potential to learn to speak when they are born, they want to communication with words, expressions, eye contact and touches, allowing children to take control of their own learning and adults there to support in case, observing and focussing on the individual child”. Bronfrenbreiener supports the use of the outdoors so that children are able to experience the world around them as he believed the outdoors is an additional teacher for children to learn from and that what children learn at a young age can affect them in later life as suggested in Knight (2013). Scandinavia also supports free schooling funded by the Government from the age of seven which is similar to Wales but the compulsory age in Wales for a child to attend school is five. Scandinavia supports schooling form children to attend for nine years from the age of seven. 
Comparing this to wales where the introduction of the Donaldson Report to help children in the long term develop better holistically. As stated in the Donaldson Report (2017) “The report aims to provide both a vision for the future and a means of realising that vision that is coherent and manageable.” Giving children the opportunity to develop their own interests through choosing what they want to learn as the Donaldson Report (2017) continues to state, “Choice is important in helping to engage children and young people in their learning.” As stated on Sweden (2018) “The Swedish school system is regulated through the Education Act, which ensures a safe and friendly environment for students.” Children are offered to attend a ‘pre-school’ before starting full time school but this depends on the parent’s salary as this is not Government funded and parents do have to pay. The importance of early childhood is stated in Knight (2013) as she suggests “Swedish pre-school emphasises the importance of play in a child’s development, with a curriculum aiming to ensure children’s individual needs and interests.” So therefore, helping children to develop and thrive at a young age will help them to understand the world around them. 
The Pisa Overview 2015 states that the Scandinavian countries are scoring above average in most areas and comparing this the United Kingdom it is shown that even though Scandinavian countries are promoting the use of later schooling children from Scandinavia are scoring and achieving above children in the United Kingdom. Pisa (2015) states “Indicators include the average performance of students in collaborative problem solving are greater in Scandinavia”. Students in Scandinavia have a much better understanding of problem solving and this links to back to childhood and how children in Scandinavia are allowed to risk take and develop problem solving skills comparing this to Wales where children are more protected. 

The second aspect this essay will discuss is Healthcare. Comparing the health care in Wales to the healthcare In Scandinavia. The current health care in Wales that is accessible to most people is the National Health Service (NHS). The NHS was established in 1948 and was introduced as a free health service to residences in the Wales and the United Kingdom. As it states on NHS Wales (2017) “The NHS was created out of the ideal that good healthcare should be available to all, regardless of wealth”. Comparing this to Scandinavia where it is similar, hospitals are owned by the Government but whereas in Wales you do not have to pay to see your local GP, people in Scandinavia have to pay to see their local GP and it does depend on where you live in Scandinavia. As it states on Scandinavian Association for Social Medicine. (1999) “Hospital treatment is free in Denmark while the other countries use a system with out-of-pocket co-payment”. Comparing this to Wales where all treatment in hospital or in the local Doctors surgery is free to a United Kingdom resident. For children this would mean that they can been seen in Wales without any concerns from the parents about affording it, where as in Scandinavia parents might not have the funds in order to send their children to the doctors and this in turn could cause serious health issues. Scandinavian Association for Social Medicine (1999) suggests that Children are seen by the doctor only when necessary, comparing this to the United Kingdom and Wales as stated on BBC (2013) “UK children are being "babied" by overly-intrusive parents, leaving them unable to cope as they grow up.” This means children depend on their parents for longer than the should and are not being allowed to risk take and explore the world around them. Comparing this to children growing up in Scandinavia where they are being allowed to risk take, get injured but continue to explore and investigate and become independent. 
In Wales children are able to see doctors easily after an illness or whilst hurting themselves, which is the same in Scandinavian countries.  As a country, Wales is very protective over children and children are not allowed to take risks and develop their own ability mentally comparing this to children in Scandinavia. As in Wales children are being protected by Legislations as it states on NSPCC (2018) “The Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014) came into force in April 2016, it goes to suggest that this act has been put in place to safeguard and ensure effectiveness to protect and promote the welfare of children. 
Whereas in Scandinavia children are being allowed to challenge themselves, make mistakes but then learn from their mistakes and build on their knowledge. Comparing this to Scandinavia even though there are Legislations and Laws in place like the United Nation Convention in the Rights of the Child in place to protect children. Sweden was one of the first countries to sing the UNCRC as it states on Swedish Institution (2018) “Sweden was one of the first nations to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and since the early 1970s, Sweden has been actively committed to providing children with necessary care and support.”  Children are also being allowed to risk take as it states on Swedish Institution (2018) that “Children observe different risks than grown-ups.” It goes on to suggest that children who are given the opportunity to develop critical thinking skills are likely to develop good brain connections to help them though their life and in turn that can help children in later life, having more self confidence and being able to problem solve. Waller, T. (2014) also supports this and suggests that all children should be given the right to express themselves and grow, develop and have fun. 
 This also links to Vygotsky and what he believed that every child develops holistically in their own time. As Galina (2009) suggested that Vygotsky believed that children need to be allowed to learn and develop themselves as then they will build on their knowledge and develop holistically. This links to the Scandinavian approach where children are allowed to develop and thrive through attending forest schools, learning to use tools to help them create and build from their own imagination with guidance from adults when needed. If parents were to do everything for their child then how would than child learn to develop their own skills and become independent. 
As well as paying for schooling parents in Scandinavia are allowed 68 weeks of paid paternal leave. This could be then a contributing factor as ethically parents feel if they are being paid to be off then they should look after their child and spend quality time with their child, suggested by Swedish Institution (2018). Comparing this to Wales where parents are allowed up to 52 weeks of paternal leave. The first 26 weeks are full pay and the last 26 weeks are known as ‘additional maternity leave’ meaning parents get less pay for being off, suggested by the NHS (2018). Meaning parents in Wales ethically and morally decide that they have to go back to work sooner than they would like because financially they cannot afford to be off. This could affect children as the bond between parent and child could be affected as parents in Wales go back to work sooner comparing this to parents in Scandinavia who go back to work later. This could link to the Nature v nature debate as suggested in Bronson (2000) that children develop differently in Scandinavia compared to Wales and is this due to the fact that parents in Wales go back to work sooner, or is it the environment in which the children grow  up in. 
Comparing the prices of childcare in the United Kingdom to the cost of childcare in Scandinavia showed that on average the United Kingdom was 0.4 higher in child care costs compared to Norway, Denmark, Spain and Sweden. This could have an impact on a child as parents have to work longer hours in order to pay for child care costs and therefore having to put children into early years settings in order to afford the cost. Welsh Government (2018) stated “Child Tax Credit and Working Tax Credit help families with children and working people on low incomes”. The Welsh Government has introduced policies to help parents pay for childcare, but this has been given until 2020 and then the funding will be reduced making it harder for parents to afford the cost. 

The third aspect of this essay is Pedagogy. Comparing the different Pedagogy from Wales to Scandinavia. Wales introduced the Foundation Phase in 2008 after extensive research from around the world, welsh ministers and educators decided to create the Foundation Phase through deciding which parts of curriculums throughout the world that they wanted to incorporate. As stated in the Foundation phase (2008) “The Welsh Assembly Government’s approach to education and lifelong learning is set in the broader context of our vision for children and young people overall”. From Scandinavia, Forest School was introduced in Wales and has been growing ever since. The introduction of Forest school has increased the mobility in children and has helped to tackle the obesity increase by seeing a decrease in the number of children spending more time on a digital device. As suggested on BBC (2013) Introducing young children to nature at a young age they will not develop fears of going outdoors and getting muddy and will develop a sense of independence and self esteem through being in the outdoor environment. Becoming more active then will help the obesity problem and help children to become more active and less reliant on digital devices. 
The Welsh Government has also supported giving the right to all children in Wales to have the freedom to express themselves through the UNCRC. The Welsh Government have introduced a Children’s Commissioner who’s job it is to listen to the voice of the children in order to see what children what from their own education. As it states on The children’s Commissioner (2018) “The UNCRC has 54 articles in it, 42 rights are for children and young people up to 18 years of age. The others are all about how governments and adults should work together to make sure children and young people can access their rights.” Through this in Wales, Schools have introduced school councils set up in order to provide a Democratic environment for children to be heard and feel listened too. From the youngest in the school to the oldest every has a voice to express how they feel. Comparing this to Scandinavia where they also are big supporters of children having the right to express their own opinion and they have also introduced a similar representative to speak on behalf of the children as it states on Unicef (no date) “To further protect child rights, the Government of Sweden has appointed a children’s ombudsperson to represent the interests of children and young people and monitor compliance with the Convention at all levels of society”. This helps give a voice to children in Scandinavia and helps adults understand and listen to children. 
The Welsh Government decided that they liked a lot of different ideas from different countries but for it to be imbedded in Wales and for it to buried in the ethos so to make it culturally relevant for the Welsh educators and children to understand and follow and for it to be engaging. This could include the use of welsh language when working with small children in order to help them understand the basics of welsh and embrace their culture for them to find an identity. As it states on Wales Online (2013) “An updated picture of the 2011 Census from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) revealed 2.4 times more children aged under 16 are able to speak Welsh than those aged 16-64 and 2.3 times more than those over 65.” This can be used when outdoors with the children and encouraging the children to use welsh as well as explore the outdoors. Forest school as introduced and to make Forest school possible to do practitioners had to be trained in order to provide the correct basis and let the children develop and grow by themselves. As it states on Forest School (2018) “Forest School provides opportunities for individuals of all ages and backgrounds to grow in confidence, self-esteem and independence in special woodland settings, where they are supported in their development by qualified FS Practitioners.” Children would develop skills through Forest School, develop social skills, team work and develop self esteem in order to then build on their knowledge and develop their skills even further. 
This links to Jean Piaget and his theory of Cognitive Development, Developmental Stage Theory, how children learn through building on their own knowledge. As stated in Boden (1994) “Piaget believed that children learn through nature and the world around them, and by learning through the environment children develop at different rates.” Wales has identified that using Forest school has a big impact on children’s well-being and general development and so by visiting Scandinavia and seeing how young children develop over there gives the Welsh Government an understanding of how by allowing children to opportunity to explore and gain knowledge of the world around them it will help them in their future development.
 
This essay has discussed Wales and Scandinavia, comparing and contrasting the differences for children growing up in these different countries, through education, health care and the pedagogy. This essay has included comparing the education system and the differences between the two counties as well as the health care in the two countries and Pedagogy and discussing the United Nation Convention on the Right of the Child.  To summarise theses countries were chosen because they are very interesting in how the two countries chose to educate their children. There is no right way of educating a child but every child has the right to an education and be able to explore the world around them and develop interests, Sikcan (2007).
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