Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.
Edward Stannard 2209900

Classical criminology often informs evidence-based policing in several ways. Evidence-Based Policing was described as developing strategies to be able to make decisions about “what works” and is “cost effective” according to Sherman (2013). Wickert (2022) says that, classical criminology is based on Beccaria’s theory that everybody has free will and acts using rational decision making, therefore are responsible for their actions. Evidence based policing is not only supported by theories surrounding classical criminology, but also by using other resources such as the Office for National Statistics and crime statistics reported by police forces across the country. The definition of crime is “the intentional commission of an act usually deemed socially harmful or dangerous and specifically defined, prohibited, and punishable under criminal law” (Clarke, Thomas and Bernard 2023). Understanding the theories of classical criminology and crime itself is crucial as it helps the police to not only punish those who commit crimes accordingly, but to also prevent crime from occurring in the first place. The example I am going to use to explain how classical criminology supports evidence policing will be the offence of theft. 
[bookmark: _Int_nO5dBNSC]The Crown Prosecution Service (2022) says that the definition of theft in the UK is “dishonestly appropriating property belonging to another with the intention of permanently depriving the other of it” under Section 1 Theft Act 1968. This is broken down into 5 elements. Section 2 TA 1968 covers what is meant by the word dishonestly. Section 3 TA 1968 covers what is meant by the word appropriates. Section 4 TA 1968 covers what is meant by the word property. Section 5 TA 1968 covers what is meant by the words belonging to another. Section 6 TA 1968 covers what is meant by the words intending to permanently deprive. Not only is it important to understand the meaning of the word theft, but it is also important to understand why someone may choose to commit theft and how we can possibly prevent or stop them from carrying out the crime in the first place. For this we need to look at a number of factors. 
What does someone look for when they intend to commit a crime such as theft? According to Christie (1986), an ideal victim is someone or a group that are “most readily are given the complete and legitimate status of being a victim”. There are many factors that make up an ideal victim such as race, vulnerabilities, age, economic status or background. By using this information, the police can make informed decisions as where to send extra support or what strategies to use in different areas. For example, If there is a certain part of town where young people have nothing to do and are turning to antisocial behaviour, the police may to decide to work with the local council to create a youth club and may also deploy more patrols around the area. South Wales Police (2023) reported that in December 2022, the reported crime rate of Gorseinon was at 40 (7.5%) but in January 2023, the crime rate had increased to 68 (12.8%). In response to this South Wales Police have published information on their website giving advice on how to protect personal property, businesses and belongings when out and about. They have also increased patrols in the evening and started using a surveillance vehicle in the most affected areas. 
Rational choice theory is based on the theory that everything everyone does is based on “rational calculation” and is motivated by “an individual's self-interest" (Ganti 2022). According to Felson and Clarke (1998) developed a theory stating that offenders rationally choose to commit are “influenced by the offender’s need to maximise reward while minimising risk”. Routine Activity Theory was developed by Felson and Clarke (1998) and states that offenders will look for three elements. These are “motivated offenders, suitable targets and the absence of capable guardians” (College of Policing 2022). Cornish and Clarke (2003) came up with several ways to help the police reduce and potentially prevent crime ever taking place. In total, they produced 25 solutions and then split these into 5 different groups. These groups are increasing the effort, increasing the risk, reducing the rewards, reducing provocations, and removing excuses (College of Policing 2022). 
[image: ]
(Center for Problem-Oriented Policing)
By understanding what offenders look for and what makes an idea target, the police can develop tactics and plans to target the most effected areas. One way of doing this is by using the SARA model. The US Department of Justice (2000) says that the SARA model has “become the basis for many police agencies’ training curricula and problem-solving efforts”. SARA stands for:
Scanning – This phase consists of identifying reoccurring problems, identify any consequences to the community, prioritize, develop goals, confirm problems exist and establish how often it happens.
Analysis – This phase consists of understanding why it happens, research, analysis how effective current methods are, identify specific goals, identify available resources and develop a working hypothesis.
Response – This phase consists of coming up with different plans, looking into how other areas have dealt with a similar problem, establish what specific goals you would like to achieve, getting other relevant agencies involved and then carrying out whatever has been decided. 
Assessment – This phase consists of deciding whether or not everything was implemented was correctly, comparing before and after data, deciding whether or not goals were achieved, identifying new or better strategies and continuing to keep track of the data going forward. 
(Arizona State University Undated) 
 According to Youth Endowment Fund (2023), “Hot spots policing identifies locations where crime is most concentrated and focuses policing resources and activities on them”. By being able to collect accurate data of crime, the police are able to create crime maps which allow them to easily see not only what areas are most affected by crime, but also what types of crime are being committed. Below is an example of what a crime map looks like. 
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(Police.UK 2023) 
Theft in Ilford Town, England has become an increasingly common problem. This ranges from car theft, shop lifting to theft from a person. In October 2022, the total number of crimes reported by Police.UK (2023) was a staggering 361. Many of which involved the offence of theft. But in January 2023, the number of crimes reported was 275. As seen below.
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(POLICE.UK 2023) 
To tackle the high rate of crime, especially theft, in Ilford, London Borough of Redbridge (2023) have said that they are going to work with local authorities to achieve 48 goals. These include:
· Increase the number of officers in the area.
· Public safety walks with members of the local authorities.
· Improved access to local authorities and police officers.
· More CCTV.
· Police will attend every report of burglary.
· Better education and learning opportunities for younger people.
There are many reasons people commit crimes and these include such factors as economic status, up bringing and a individual's greed which is demonstrated by Rational Choice Theory developed by Ganti (2022) in which he states that one reason people commit crime is for their “self-interest”. BBC Bitesize (2023) states that the people most likely to commit crime are:
· Younger people between the ages of 21 –25 for males and 26 – 30 for females.
· Majority of crime is committed by males.
· Majority of crime happens in built up areas such as cities where living conditions may not be the best.
If we were to apply Routine Activity Theory by Felson and Clarke (1998) to the offence of theft, we can better understand why people commit the offence but also how to prevent it from happening again. The three elements of Routine Activity Theory and how they can be connected to theft are:
· Motivated Offenders – Gotter (2017) states that one common reason people commit the act of theft is due to possible mental health conditions such as addictive compulsive disorders. Gotter (2017) goes on to say that “some people steal as a means to survive due to economic hardship”. Terry Hess Law (2019) says that some people commit theft for the “adrenaline rush” and those who carry out the act for this reason, tend to be repeat offenders. 
· Suitable Targets – There are many examples of what makes a suitable target. Christie (1986) talked about what makes an ideal victim but a target for theft is not always an individual or group. A lot of the time an ideal target is property such as a home or vehicle. Someone who wishes to commit theft will also look for a suitable environment such as some dark, isolated or lacking CCTV. 
· Absence of a Capable Guardian – Absence of capable guardian can include anyone with authority over others such as security or police but also anyone who may be able to deter the individual from even thinking about committing theft. 
[bookmark: _Int_KwcZJXF4]Routine Activity Theory states that if there is a motivated offender, a suitable target and a no suitable guardian present, then a crime such as theft is highly likely to be carried out. London Borough of Redbridge council have used hot spotting, public opinion and the SARA model to prioritize and strategize a number of plans to tackle the high crime rate and the high number of thefts.  To tackle the element of a motivated offender, London Borough of Redbridge council have decided to increase the time teaching young people about the seriousness and consequences of crime and to also offer more opportunities for young people to develop skills which will make them more employable in the future. By doing this, young people will grow up to be self-sufficient, respectable law-abiding citizens who understand the difference between right and wrong and understand the impact of theft on the local community. To tackle the element of suitable targets, the council have decided to increase the foot patrols in the worst affected areas, make access to local authorities and police officers easier, increase levels of CCTV and have safety walks to increase the publics knowledge of any day to day activities which may make them a suitable target which will make it more difficult for offenders to carry out criminal acts. Increased foot patrols, better access to police officers and increased CCTV will also reduce incidents where there is an absence of a capable guardian. 
By putting all these strategies into place in the worst affected areas, London Borough of Redbridge will make it more difficult for offenders to commit crimes as they will have removed the three elements of the routine activity theory which will be measurable when they release the crime stats over the coming months. The other advantage of implementing these changes is that the local council and the police will gain increased confidence and trust with members of the public and if the results prove to be positive, these changes may be used in other areas of the country who may be suffering from similar crimes. 
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