
How can a gendered approach be used to study religion? To answer this question, decide on a religious narrative that you want to look at in more detail and chose a gendered methodological approach. Assess whether the gendered perspective provides greater insight in to the religious narrative.
Sexism has existed since the moment Christianity believed man and woman were created. Approaching the study of religion from a feminist perspective allows us the insight that even within the Christian bible, patriarchy existed. By looking at the religious narrative of Adam and Eve using the King James version of the Bible[footnoteRef:1], we are shown whom is dominant being out of the two. Firstly, woman was believed to have come from man, thus meaning she is a part of man; not an individual. Man chose the name of woman, by stating  [1:  Gasl.org. (2017). Cite a Website - Cite This For Me. [online] Available at: http://www.gasl.org/refbib/Bible_King_James_Version.pdf [Accessed 5 Dec. 2017].] 

“And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken
out of Man.” 
Womankind did not emerge in the same way mankind did, a woman is a part of man and it is possibly suggesting she always will be. The belief that man chose the woman’s title suggests a sort of ownership over the woman. Almost like humankind name their pets. Even from the beginning of creation, sexism was established. The man was made first, he was whom was made in God’s image and it was he who was the most superior. This belief is still held in today’s society, although numerous progressive changes have occurred in order to improve the rights of women, sexism will always be in existence. It is believed by myself that sexism had been created at the beginning of time, and therefore will not be completely defeated until the end of creation. Sexism has been planted into the minds of humankind, whether someone is aware of it or not, it is the society we live in currently, and have always lived in.
Genesis also portrayed women as someone who should not be trusted, an individual easily tempted, selfish and disrespectful. Adam and Eve were both demanded by God to respect his one rule – do not eat the fruit of the tree in the Garden of Eden.
“Yea, hath
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of
the trees of the garden:
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Gasl.org. (2017). Cite a Website - Cite This For Me. [online] Available at: http://www.gasl.org/refbib/Bible_King_James_Version.pdf [Accessed 11 Dec. 2017].] 

This shows that Eve does have an understanding of what she is able to do and must not do. Thus 
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meaning that there was no reason other than temptation in Eve’s taking of the fruit. 
“when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise,
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat,”[footnoteRef:3] [3:    Gasl.org. (2017). Cite a Website - Cite This For Me. [online] Available at: http://www.gasl.org/refbib/Bible_King_James_Version.pdf [Accessed 11 Dec. 2017].
] 

Suggesting that a woman is an individual of temptation, someone who cannot resist something that they must not have. It suggests women are beings of weakness, more so than men as Eve was the one whom wanted the fruit. 
By looking at the Genesis stories from a feminist viewpoint, we are able to understand some of the roots of the unequal views between both men and women. Perhaps many Christians only view women as weaker because that is what is insinuated within the Bible. This is ow God created the species and thus this is how he wanted it. God is believed to be a man by many, therefore it is possible that women re believed the be selfish or mischievous gender, since God is a man, and men are in the image of God.  I would argue that looking at religious narratives through a feminist standpoint allows a deeper understanding into these stories, the position of women from an early age is portrayed subtly through Genesis. Though many may miss this portrayal if they are not looking for it. 
There are some whom would also describe Judaism as a religion of sexist connotations. Both the Talmud and Tenakh have descriptions of the roles that both men and women ought to be playing throughout their lives. A woman’s key role within Judaism is to be the mother, the bearer or role model. It is believed within in Judaism that the mother passes down the Jewish values to their children and not the male.[footnoteRef:4] This supports the traditional view we have in society, the belief that a woman’s role is to take care and raise the children, whereas the male’s role is to work, bring in money and be the more ‘dominant’ of sexes. [4:  Bbc.co.uk. (2017). BBC - GCSE Bitesize: Attitudes to women. [online] Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/prejudice/judaismrev3.shtml [Accessed 11 Dec. 2017].] 

There are also some duties that are dependent on the woman completely, for example the lighting of the Shabbat candles. However, women are also excused from some practices, leaving those for the men, for example, they do not have to wear the tzizit nor the tefillin. Leaving women out of some tasks suggests the belief that they are either too weak to take part, or not worthy. Men are left to certain tasks due to the belief that the men are superior, and some tasks are deserved to only men. Many also regard Judaism as sexist due to the fact that men and women are seated separately in Orthodox services, nor can women take part in the worship. Are women not worthy of being seated near the men? The majority of Jewish women accept these traditions, this is how it has always been. According to Tracey R Rich,
“the Talmud also has many negative things to say about women. Various rabbis at various times describe women as lazy, jealous, vain and gluttonous, prone to gossip and particularly prone to the 
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occult and witchcraft. Men are repeatedly advised against associating with women”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Jewfaq.org. (2017). Judaism 101: The Role of Women. [online] Available at: http://www.jewfaq.org/women.htm [Accessed 12 Dec. 2017].] 

Again, women are viewed in an incredibly negative and inferior light. It seems that is a common tradition for women to be portrayed as bad people within religion’s history, for example, Eve could have also been regarded as one of glutton when eating the forbidden fruit. 
The Talmud speaks of a woman called Lilith. Recently, women have attempted to turn Lilith into a type of feminist role model, a woman who does not accept the idea of male superiority. However, it was not always like this. Lilith was regarded as 
“a figure of evil, a female demon who seduces men and threatens babies and women in childbirth. She is described as having long hair and wings (Erub. 100b; Nid. 24b). It is said that she seizes men who sleep in a house alone, like a succubus…She is similar to and probably based on a pagan demon named Lulu or Lilu that appears in Gilgamesh and other Sumerian and Babylonian folklore.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Jewfaq.org. (2017). Judaism 101: The Role of Women. [online] Available at: http://www.jewfaq.org/women.htm [Accessed 12 Dec. 2017].] 

This idea of a woman being a kind of temptress with a hatred for men is similar to a culture we have in our society today. ‘Radical feminists’ are often regarded as women whom have a strong bitterness and hatred within them towards men. Women are seen as evil and ones to be avoided, perhaps this links with the idea of men and women being separated in ceremonies.
By looking at Judaism in a feminist approach, I do feel that more in depth information can be found. By looking at the figure of Lilith, we are able to understand the general view had of women in the Talmud. We can see that even in Judaism, women tend to be inferior to me, or even ‘evil’ in comparison to men. 
Islam is also known for some of its sexist attitudes within the Quran.[footnoteRef:7] Women are regarded as inferior to men, believed to be unclean and impure.  [7:  Thereligionofpeace.com. (2017). A Woman Worth Less than a Man in Islam. [online] Available at: https://www.thereligionofpeace.com/pages/quran/women-worth-less.aspx [Accessed 12 Dec. 2017].] 

"And if ye are unclean, purify yourselves. And if ye are sick or on a journey, or one of you cometh from the closet, or ye have had contact with women, and ye find not water, then go to clean, high ground and rub your faces and your hands with some of it" (Quran 5:6)
Here, men are instructed to clean themselves after coming to contact with a woman. A woman’s touch is compared to sickness, and it is advised to use dirt from the ground to cleanse ones self. This passage is not discussing any kind of intercourse with a woman, the contact with a woman can be anything small. Such as simply shaking the hand of a woman or brushing by her. Women within the Quran are not regarded as normal persons, they are completely below man and are not worthy of even the smallest physical contact with man. The smallest touch can force a man into using dirt in order to clean the feminine touch from himself. This can be compared to the position of animals, for example, if you were to pet a stray dog, your instinct would be to wash your hands soon after. 
The Quran also compares the value of one man to two women. For example, if you were to have two men completing a task, you would need four women to complete that same task. Therefore women 
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are clearly believed to be worth and of a lot less use than men.
"And call to witness, from among your men, two witnesses. And if two men be not found then a man and two women." (Quran, 2:282)
According to an online source, the meaning of this narrative is that Allah “Allah felt that a man's testimony in court should be valued twice as highly as a woman's, but studies consistently show that women are actually less likely to tell lies than men, meaning that they make more reliable witnesses.” Thus meaning that Allah believed that a man was more reliable than a woman, perhaps because women were regarded as less intelligent. However it is proven that women do tend to tell the truth more than men. This shows that although many believe religion’s stories word for word, it does not always mean they are correct. Though Allah believed women were less trustworthy, it is proven by official researchers that this is not the case. Therefore it is important to remind oneself that religion may not have the same evidence and proof to back stories as do researches conducted by professionals. 
Within Islam, it is clear that the male is dominant. Whether it be over his land, his home, or his woman. 
“"Your wives are as a tilth unto you; so approach your tilth when or how ye will..." (Quran, 2:223)
A man, according to this narrative, is able to do what he likes with his woman. This narrative has a sexual connotation to it, and it is believed by many that this means a man is able to what he wishes upon a woman’s body. Whether it be consensual or not.
I do believe that by looking at religious narratives through a feminist perspective, I can both gain deeper knowledge into the religion and its history, and also into why our society is how it is today. Patriarchy and sexism is still in existence today, thus by finding the roots of it I am able to understand where it came from and why it is so difficult t defeat. Sexism is something that has existed since the beginning of time, whether it be within Christianity, Judaism or Islam.
However, there is a possibility that by looking at religious narratives through a feminist perspective, there will be too much focus on the sexism rather than the narratives and their meanings behind it. Often, within religion it is not the exact story word for word that is important, it is the meaning behind it. Perhaps by reading too much into a religious narrative, we are ignorant to the meaning and too focused on the words themselves. 


Total Words: 2,068






[bookmark: _GoBack]Bibliography
Online Sources
Gasl.org. (2017). Cite a Website - Cite This For Me. [online] Available at: http://www.gasl.org/refbib/Bible_King_James_Version.pdf [Accessed 5 Dec. 2017].

Bbc.co.uk. (2017). BBC - GCSE Bitesize: Attitudes to women. [online] Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/prejudice/judaismrev3.shtml [Accessed 11 Dec. 2017].

Jewfaq.org. (2017). Judaism 101: The Role of Women. [online] Available at: http://www.jewfaq.org/women.htm [Accessed 12 Dec. 2017].

Thereligionofpeace.com. (2017). A Woman Worth Less than a Man in Islam. [online] Available at: https://www.thereligionofpeace.com/pages/quran/women-worth-less.aspx [Accessed 12 Dec. 2017].
