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The field of legal research is a complex and daunting process which involves the use of different kinds of research methodologies and information from different sources such as primary and secondary. These primary and secondary sources could be found both in electronic and non-electronic forms. With the advancement of technology, the growth of electronic communication has increased exponentially, thereby making librarians face confrontations regarding the future of printed legal sources in comparison to online sources that are taking over non-electronic sources (Wu 2005). Therefore, it is the risks and benefits that this paper shall strive to discuss the use of non-electronic legal sources, like books, journal articles, legislations, case laws or precedents. On this basis, the pros and cons of using non-electronic sources over contemporary electronic ones, which is undoubtedly more efficient and convenient for the researchers to get hold of. 
Resources for legal research could be derived from primary as well as secondary sources. The primary sources comprise the laws, regulations and by-laws drafted and enacted by the legislature, the Constitution, treaties and conventions signed between countries and international bodies. It also includes judge-made laws, which are considered to be the second-most important primary source of modern law after legislation (Wu 2005). On the other hand, secondary resources of legal research include books and articles written on legal matters, thereby influencing the formation and interpretation of law even though they are not determinative (United Kingdom Legal Research Guide 2022). 
. Parliament must legislate or make statute law, along with being authorised to delegate the law-making power to other government bodies like the local council, state legislature, et cetera. The new laws or amendments are usually proposed by the government even though anyone could apply for a recommendation for a new law or amendment, however, it needs to be approved by the House of Commons and the House of Lords. At this stage, the proposed law in the form of policy, the bill and the subsequent amendment to a statute – all are in a non-electronic form (Basic Legal Research Materials 2021). 
Precedents or case laws or judge-made laws are another instance of the primary source of law, which are published in law reports, which is again a non-electronic resource. These precedents are, however, uploaded as an electronic resource which is referred to by researchers across the legal fraternity since having access to the non-electronic version could be inconvenient (Basic Legal Research Materials 2021). 
Legal encyclopaedias provide summaries of legal principles doctrines and laws. They provide background information on legal subjects. However, they do not offer any critical analysis that is usually found in journal articles or scholarly treaties. The legal encyclopaedia offers subject index exhaustive analytics on legal topics. Usually, legal encyclopaedias are used as the starting point for searching legal matters and as a reference for legal research. They serve as case Finder and textual commentary on legal matters. Legal encyclopaedias start with an elementary and general statement of the law and thereby develop itself into more detailed Information on all aspects of law in a substantial nature which is followed by a discussion of the possible remedies and ends with a conclusion (Basic Legal Research Materials 2021). 
 Books and journal articles are secondary resources where researchers and established authors offer their Points of view regarding a particular area of law. These remain a substantial source of legal information, which readers, essentially legal students and academicians, can refer to as a source of information, thereby referring to these sources in their research work as Significant references and literature review (Basic Legal Research Materials 2021).
Law reports like the Chancery (Ch), Queen’s Bench (QB), Appeal Cases (AC), All England Law Reports (All ER), et cetera are published in non-electronic form, which are primary legal resources (Basic Legal Research Materials 2021).  
As mentioned above, the advancement of technology and the growth of electronic communication has raised a question for librarians regarding the future of printed legal resources, comparing them with more convenient online sources. It has been asked that with the growing trend to reach out to online resources for information, commentaries, judgements, critical reviews, et cetera, why do the law librarians still stock up their library shelves with books, journal articles, and law reports when they are only a click away in electronic form (Wu 2005). Surprisingly, the answer to this simple question is however complex even though it is without an adult that printed legal texts still dominate the need of scholars and academicians even though the exponentially growing electronic forms of legal information are trying their best to take over the field.  In this regard, the librarians have pointed out certain significant aspects as to why non-electronic legal resources are still in high demand even when a good number of students and researchers tend to seek electronic information for its easy availability and convenience (Wu 2005). 
The main purpose of resorting to a textual form of academic resources is to ensure that they serve the need of readers of today as well as of tomorrow, and thus, the main goal of the librarians is to stock up the libraries with a collection of resources that are meaningful as well as accessible to current as well as future scholars. It is argued that physical formats of legal resources will bring stability to the collections of information for many years to come. Once it is in a published and printed version, it is there to stay through years and generations, even When electronic legal resources will capture the attention of the readers full-fledged. Hence it is said that a printed textual instrument is a time-tested format which continues to meet its promises against the test of time, something that technology is yet to deliver. 
 There is a common misconception that one could find all kinds of information over the internet regardless of whether it is a free or a fee-based service.  Although there has been a tremendous revolution in digitalization technologies and electronic publishing with the advancement of the world wide web, it cannot compete with the publishing world which has produced a diverse form of literature over five centuries since the invention of the Gutenberg press (Wu 2005). Thus, it could be said that not everything could be found online since it would take the internet a couple of more decades to cover all the printed textual data and information available so far (Jones and Hafner 2021). Even in the age of advancing internet technology, the demand for printed books, journals, articles, reports et cetera is more, given the fact there is a large section of people in developing countries who are still lacking access to high-speed Internet along with facing the challenge of affording fee-based services that offer legal information, like LexisNexis and Westlaw (Wu 2005). 
The fact that electronic legal resources are not always free and often come with a hefty fee could be challenging for academicians and researchers in developing countries where being able to seek information in exchange for a substantial amount of fee is certainly a problem.  Not only in developing countries, students across the world usually run on a limited budget which does not allow them to spend a huge amount of money on research resources thereby often becoming a factor of research limitation in their projects. While, subscription to libraries comes Monthly or annually, which does not burn a hole in their pockets, thereby making non-electronic resources a more preferred and economical choice for students of law. However, it could be equally argued that non-electronic printable resources are expensive too, saying the readers have to bear the cost of publication and other associated costs of promoting and marketing the Printed copies. Nevertheless, the answer to such a query could be resolved by the notion that Investing in the printed text is a one-time investment while journal articles are mostly available for a fee and which is for a limited period of time (Barkan, Bintliff and Whisner 2015). 
Further, it is aggressively argued that materials that are easily available online are not authenticated or accurate on most occasions since the people who are uploading such information are not likely to have the expertise to do so always (Jones and Hafner 2021). With the growing trend of content writing, false information and poorly maintained data are at the loose, which would be hardly referred to for academic and research work. It has been seen that anyone who has a computer and the capability to connect to a web server can write or edit data and information, which on one hand increases the availability of information on a diverse range of legal or non-legal matters however it also increases the chance of data in accuracy since they are not coming from a trusted or peer-reviewed source (Barkan, Bintliff and Whisner 2015). Nevertheless, it could be counter-argued that information that is found on the official websites of the concerned organisation is likely to be authentic and thus could be referred to as valid information for a project, without having to doubt its authenticity. Therefore, it is essential to ensure that a reader or a researcher is referring to the designated and reputed domain to ensure that his work consists of accurate and genuine information. This kind of inconsistency or in genuineness is usually not faced by non-electronic or print mediums since the publication of a book or a journal article requires a long and tedious process of editing and fact-checking that are usually done by the writers themselves or by the publishing houses or domains (Jones and Hafner 2021). 
Amid all the arguments to raise the bar for non-electronic legal resources, the value of electronic resources cannot be completely denied.  The fact that online legal resources are more convenient and easily available, meats are often the first choice for researchers and students who could afford fee-based services for gathering data information for their research work, especially for ensuring genuine and authentic information for their working papers (Stuckey 2022).  Moreover, it needs to be acknowledged that the most recent research papers on current matters are mostly available online since publishing true online journals and domains is much easier than seeking publication in printed format (Bintliff 2007). Further, the exclusive use of online fee-based information helps to ensure that the writer gets his share of acknowledgement and royalty through the pre-agreed fee That the domains and databases charge readers.  In this regard, the value of electronic legal resources cannot be denied along with agreeing that non-electronic resources are more in demand even in the age of Internet supremacy, due to their nature of accuracy and authenticity as well as it be affordable for legal students and academicians across the globe (Bast and Pyle 2001).
Therefore, it is undoubted that non-electronic resources for conducting legal research work hold both risks and benefits for its users. On one hand, non-electronic legal resources are considered to be more accurate and affordable, while on the other hand, it is often seen that they are not readily available two readers since it is not feasible for a library to hold a diverse range of data and information that students studying different areas of law may require. A shortage of non-electronic legal resources is often seen as a research limitation for researchers who failed to gather as much information as a certain project may require. While the widely available electronic legal resources found over the internet are often resorted to by the readers, even if they are not accurate or authentic at times. Thus, with several benefits, non-electronic resources also come with certain risks that researchers are bound to undertake. 

 


References 
Barkan, S.M., Bintliff, B. and Whisner, M., 2015. Fundamentals of legal research (Foundation Press 10th ed. 2015), Univ. of Wisconsin Legal Studies Research Paper No. 1347, Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2591470
Basic Legal Research Materials (2021) #1A: Basic Legal Research Materials - Locating Legal Information in Primary and Secondary Resources - Library Guides at BYU Law Library. Available at: https://guides.law.byu.edu/c.php?g=315332&p=2106923#:~:text=They%20include%20secondary%20and%20primary,Primary%20sources%20are%20the%20law. (Accessed: April 20, 2023). 
Bast, C.M. and Pyle, R.C., 2001. Legal research in the computer age: A paradigm shift. Law Libr. J., 93, p.285.
Bintliff, B., 2007. Context and legal research. Law Libr. J., 99, p.249.
Jones, R.H. and Hafner, C.A., 2021. Understanding digital literacies: A practical introduction. Routledge.
Stuckey, K.D., 2022. Internet and online law. Law Journal Press.
United Kingdom Legal Research Guide (2022) Introduction - United Kingdom Legal Research Guide - Guides at Georgetown Law Library. Available at: https://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/uklegalresearch (Accessed: April 20, 2023). 
Wu, M.M., 2005. Why print and electronic resources are essential to the academic law library. Law Libr. J., 97, p.233.

