

Structures:
Visual poems are based (often exclusively) on visual appearance and/or sound. The words are presented to create a particular shape, to create an image or to convey a visual message. Letter shapes may be exaggerated in the design. Meaning may be literal or rely on metaphor. 

	Generic structure
	Language features
	Knowledge for the writer

	calligrams and shape poems 


	A calligram can be a poem, a phrase or even a single word. Calligrams use the shape of the letters, words or whole poem to show the subject of the calligram in a visual way.

 

Examples

A one-word calligram could use a wobbly font or handwriting style for the word TERRIFIED. A shape poem about eating fruit to stay healthy could be presented to look like the shape of an apple on the page or screen by adapting line length.
	· Think about words in different ways. Listen to the way they sound and look carefully at their letters and shapes on the page or screen.

· Find out more about word meanings by using a thesaurus to get ideas.

· Stick to simple shapes that you can recreate by typing or writing.

· Get more ideas by exploring font options and text effects. The way they make words look will help you plan visual poems.

· Remember that some visual poems only work by looking at them, not by reading them aloud. Others only make sense when you read them and hear the sound of the words.

	concrete poetry 


	The simplest concrete poems are shape poems but others blur the boundaries between poetry and art. They can include sounds and images and can also be 3-D. New technologies have brought about innovative forms that include multilayered texts with hyperlinks to ‘poems within poems’, visual stories, audio files and images that form part of the poem itself.
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