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There are three main Crime prevention strategies. These are used to prevent some crimes from happening and to reduce the reward of those who do the crime. Throughout its history different models of crime prevention have been used by law enforcement and criminologists around the world. There are three main strategies to be aware of: Situational crime prevention. Social and community crime prevention. Environmental crime preventions; broken window theory. (Study Smarter.com)

Situational crime prevention attempts to reduce opportunities to break the law with everyday uses. It focuses on the places where people commit those crimes, and how they commit the crimes. The goal off Situational Crime Prevention is to make the job harder and reduce the “reward” for the criminal. An example of Situational Crime Prevention is Window locks and CCTV cameras to make it harder for the criminal. Another example could be separate gender toilets to make sexual acts harder for the criminal to achieve. Washing hand basins have been made smaller to prevent homeless people from bathing in them. Designing out is another effective way to reduce the risks of crime. Making fences harder to climb by adding barbed wires and sharp spikes etc.  Felson (2002) observed designing out techniques and realized that bathrooms were used for sexual harassment, drug dealing and theft. Interventions with young adults also help to reduce the levels of crime. Brown (2020). Increasing natural surveillance is a good way to prevent crime because neighbours can see one another’s properties.  Another way is to increase formal surveillance this will make it harder for criminals to break in and steal. Not all the techniques will work so officers will need critical thinking skills to reduce crime.  Men and women have been complaining about random break in rumours in their neighbourhood, for the crime to be made harder window locks and camera surveillance need to be placed. The police will then look at the footage and find the criminal. The police first must understand how the criminal commits the crime so that their crime is made harder to achieve. There are a lot of things that still cause crime today: Poor design of housing estates with no surveillance, carelessness of victims. Situational crime prevention is radically different to other crime prevention methods as it seeks only to reduce methods of crime and make crime harder for criminals to achieve. Ronald (2019). 
However, there are disadvantages of situational crime prevention. One of the biggest issues are displacement, it does stop the crime, but it also moves the crime elsewhere e.g., Homelessness and rough sleeping. Another disadvantage is that Situational Crime Prevention only focuses on ‘street crime’ (StudySmarter) instead of other types of crime. The final reason why Situational Crime Prevention may not work is because it doesn’t focus on the root of the crime. E.g, A group of young children have been stealing food from corner shops. Instead of just adding surveillance, try to figure out why the crime is done. The children may not have enough to eat at home.                                     

Social and community crime prevention (SCCP) focuses on identifying individuals and groups who are most in risk of committing crimes. tutor2u (2018). Targeted interventions such as pre and dash, school classes, parenting classes and family and relationship counselling could help reduce the problems that cause crime in the first place. The Troubled families Programme that was established by the conservative liberal democrat coalition government. This programme sought to change the lives of young people and children living in troubled families so that their risk of committing crime can be reduced. 

A troubled family is defined as someone who has problems and cause problems to the community around them. The programme’s goal is to help troubled families with generational patterns, cycles of abuse, violence, drug use, anti-social behaviour, and crime. (Wikipedia). The troubled families programme is an example of “new right” social policy that focuses on new right policy, so it targets the underclass. The authorities intervene with the troubled families by getting them to be responsible for their own behaviour. Karl, T. (2017).  The concept of the troubled families came after the riots in 2011. The police looked at who was in risk of committing this type of crime. The people that the police thought about, were those who were in families of abuse and poor parenting.  The troubled family criteria are:  Are involved with youth crime or anti-social behaviour, have children that are regularly truanting or not in school, have an adult on out of work benefits and cause high costs to the taxpayer. In august 2014 a new criterion about children and adults in troubled families was established. A troubled family was Parents and Children who are involved in crime or anti-social behaviour, children who have not been attending school regularly, children who need help, adults out of work or at risk of financial exclusion and young people at risk of worklessness, families affected by domestic abuse or abuse and parents and children with a lot of health problems. 

The strategy of social and community crime prevention is to adapt to the changing social environment rather that the physical environment. UKEssays, (2018).  This strategy involves engaging the offending age in community-based activities. Research shows that community-based approaches to crime prevention have a much greater impact on criminal behaviour than enforcement alone. UnitedNations(no date)

Many countries lack expertise and resources to enforce social and community crime 
prevention. UNDOC assist countries that lack expertise in developing knowledge-based policies and programmes. They help the government focus on areas that are marginalized and neglected by ensuring they have what they need. Some groups in society appear to be more focused on such as low-income populations and some ethnic minority groups. In order to deal with the situation, there are interventions that target these groups who are the most likely to be criminals or have criminal behaviour. The troubled families programme and the perry pre-school project have both been proven successful. If Social and community crime prevention (SCCP) is done properly, it can really change the lives of those who are in a troubled family or vulnerable. It can also really help those who are in risk of anti-social behaviour and criminal behaviour to turn their lives around. This can also benefit the state and community as those who were “destined” to be criminals will be given a second, honest chance in life. Those who are “destined” to be criminals a chance to work and start their lives again, they could be taxpayers of productive members of society or their community. StudySmarter(no date).  This can also help raise awareness for those who are living in a troubled family or in risk of anti-social or criminal behaviour. Other examples include encouraging young people to stay in school to avoid truanting. However, just like situational crime prevention, there are some disadvantages when it comes to social and community crime prevention (S C C P). Since young adults and children from troubled families are the most affected the government must pay a lot of money. Social and community crime prevention cost a lot of money every year and studies show that in the UK alone, 920million has been spent on troubled families. Social and community crime prevention only focuses on “working class “ and urban communities leaving elite crime behind. People have complained that the police who work in social and community crime prevention don’t try to figure out why these troubled families have less money and are struggling with work in the first place.  While the troubled families programme claimed 99% success a leaked evaluation revealed that it had no impact whatsoever on criminality. It also causes stereotypes about children living in a troubled family.  E.g.-people who aren’t working are thieves or people who live in abusive homes will continue to start abuse on others. This is just like the “Those who live in poverty, are most likely to steal and cause crime. “ 

Environmental Crime Prevention relies on the idea that physical signs of disorder or crime give off the impression that there is no control which attracts criminal activity. Environmental crime prevention is based on the” broken windows “theory by Wilson and Kelling’s (1982).  The theory states that when there is litter, spray painted walls, abandoned housing and broken windows, the more respectful people in that community may leave the area as they may fear crime.  An example of Environmental Crime Prevention is the Zero Tolerance Policing (ZTP). This is when “minor” crimes like graffiti are treated the same way as big crime to discourage the future criminals. The broken window theory is meant to open our eyes about the environment around us and how it impacts criminals. Study Smarter (no date) No matter how rich or poor the environment is, if there is a broken window and it has not been dealt with, the criminal will think that since the window isn’t dealt with, then they should break more. The criminal thinks that it is ok to continue doing those things as it may not be dealt with. The Broken windows are a metaphor for any visible signs of disorder that has been left untreated and not spoken about. That could be a lot of drunkenness in the environment, graffiti, Broken glass, and litter. The well respectable people living in that community may not feel safe where they are living.  Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) is a set of design principles used to discourage a criminal and promote building security. William, D. (2019).  It is very simple, buildings are designed to withstand elements and natural disasters, they are also designed to prevent crime and make it harder. The 4 main principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) are: natural surveillance, natural access control, territorial reinforcement, and maintenance.  The police must ensure that there is natural surveillance in a neighbourhood so that the criminal will be discouraged. In fact, a home without a security system is 300% more likely to be targeted by criminals. Pat, P. (2022). The natural surveillance strategies are built up on the idea that two eyes are better than none.  This idea means that a criminal is most likely to be seen when committing a crime which makes the reward harder for the criminal to get. Studies show that decision to commit a crime or not is more influenced by perceived risk than it is by perceived reward. Another wat to discourage criminals is by adding light so that places are visible during the night. For example, a dark car park by a shopping centre will do no good, but if it is lighter, criminal activity will be less likely to happen. Adding natural surveillance will certainly decrease the risk of crime in an abandoned area. Andrew, P (2021). Territorial reinforcement works to distinguish a division between a private and a public space, and to display a sense of investment in an area. Territorial reinforcement fails if there is a place left untreated and abandoned, it may be a park with a lot of graffiti and litter, this can attract criminals and since nothing is done, criminals think that it is okay to continue messing around and littering. This is when no one living in that area is claiming ownership of the place, or cares about what is happening there. Scheduling activities in areas and getting the local people active in those abandoned areas can make a criminal feel intimated as more people are in those abandoned areas for a longer period. Although this may be an effective idea, criminals can still find their ways to commit crime at night, when there are no activities. Adding fences around houses is a good way to make the area look neat and well cared for, which discourages the criminal. CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental design) is very cheap, so it is very reassuring to the public. 
However, there are still many disadvantages of Environmental crime prevention. Environmental crime prevention can be often looked at as harsh because of the ZTP (Zero tolerance policing). Many people who have committed minor crimes have lost jobs and have criminal records that really affect their lives. Environmental crime prevention can lead to many stereotypes, and one is “Untidy and rough, abandoned areas are likely to be targeted by criminals. “That is not always the case. 


In my opinion I think that Social and community-based crime prevention is a more effective way to prevent crime because it can decrease the chance of crime happening in the first place. If there is less chances of crime, then the police don’t have to do situational crime and environmental crime prevention because people will change. How social and community- based prevention is still very expensive and harder than the other techniques. 
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