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The first time Social exclusion and inclusion was spoken about was in the 1970s by a French socialist party meaning the rupture of social bonds. There has never been an actual definition of Social exclusion but the closest organizations have come is “a state in which individuals are unable to participate fully in economic, social, political and cultural life as well as the process leading to and sustaining such a state”. (Leaving no one behind, chapter 1) on the other hand social inclusion can be defined as “the process of improving the terms of participation in society, particularly for people who are disadvantaged, through enhancing opportunities, access to resources, voice and respect for rights”  (Leaving no one behind, chapter 1). There are many groups in society who are excluded from everyday activities some of these are poverty, ethnic origin, disabilities, FSM (free school meals), languages, Religion, Gender and sexuality. Throughout this assignment I will be discussing the factors which puts groups at risk of being excluded and why especially  in an educational setting and how we in my educational setting try and make sure every child is included in what we do and they gain and learn from different opportunities that they might not get elsewhere. 
The UNCRC states that Every child under eighteen has rights, the UNCRC have come up with 42 articles that every child has the right to when growing up this includes at home and in their educational setting’s which we use in our school. Our school mission statement is “ a community school striving for success for all” I work in a primary school in a deprived area of South Wales where we see many children from the different groups who are at risk of being excluded but it is our job as a school and me as a educator to included them in everything we do. One group that many of our students fall into it Poverty, which is the state of being extremely poor “almost one in four people in wales live in poverty this works out at about 60% of the country” (Oxfam Cymru, Poverty in Wales 2020). Many of the families in my area suffer from poverty in some way or another. Some families live in council estates, some families can't afford school uniform. As a school we can provide families with some uniform for their children and provide them with ways they can apply for Uniform grants from the government and local authority and if families struggle’s with filling these forms in we can complete them for them. Some families can’t afford school trips so we as school make sure our trips are free or have very little costs, so it includes everyone, and no child has to miss out. We also help our families who suffer from poverty by giving families free school meals this includes breakfast, dinner and snacks. During the recent Pandemic that we are living in this was more important than ever with some families out of work and we continued to supply this from funding which was given to us from the welsh government and local authority to give parents money to help them go buy food for the family and we gave families care packages and food bank boxes. We also need to protect this group as these children are at more risk of being excluded and bullied by peers but as a school we need to prevent this as much as possible and help children have a better understanding so they are included in society outside school to. Another at risk group of exclusion is disabilities, Article 23 “a child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and as far as possible, independence and to play an active part in the community. Governments must do all they can to support disabled children and their families”. We have a few children with physical disabilities including some in wheelchairs. It is very easy in society and in school to exclude these children and people still do but we don’t, in our school we include these children in all aspects of the curriculum such as P.E and offsite educational visits, our school was built with planning to make sure it is wheelchair friendly and they can access all areas of school and in the playground including a ramp that leads to the school field. We also make sure they can attend all school off site trips making sure we plan in advance what they can do there and how they access what we are doing and adapt if necessary also explaining to their peers that everyone is different but everyone deserves the right to be treated fairly and the same as them. Also, not all disabilities are visual we have many children who have disabilities such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and many with different mental health problems. We also support them in my educational settings by providing them the right help for example taking children out for interventions and providing them with tools to support them when in class and we also help support our pupils who have mental health problems with things such as ELSA (emotional literacy support) and can also provide outside agencies to come in and support with things such as counselling. We teach lessons on how many disabled people have gone on to be some of the most influential people such as steven Hawkin (physician) Stevie wonder (musician) Ellie Simonds (Paralympian). This then gives the disabled children GOALS for their life that they can be who they want to be? Another group who is excluded in school and in society are children from different ethnic backgrounds such color of their skin, refugees or being a Gypsy traveler. These children could struggle to make friends and may not be included in things with peers. As a school we support these children by educating children about these groups and encouraging group activities with mixed groups. A policy our school follows is when there is a racial incident we fill in paper work and report it to our local authority who then decide on a consequence and weather the police should be involved and we would communicate with both parties families so they are aware of what has happened and what could happen and this also can include religion to, in school we make sure as staff we have had training in all religions and we have areas in school if needed for children who need to pray and carry out religious activities. We make sure all children understand that all religions are different and people do different things we also do school trips to different religious settings for example church, synagogue etc this then gives the children a greater understanding and helps the religious children become accepted in school and us staff make sure they are not excluded from anything.
Ruth Levitas came up with the three strands of social exclusion these are RED, MUD and SID. RED is Redistributionist discourse this focuses on the people living in poverty and social forces and she feels the only way to improve this is through taxation, benefits and services. This approach is strongly supported by the Labor party. This basically means people don’t have money so claim money through taxation, benefits and services to help them with everyday essentials such as food, water and electricity. The second strand is MUD which stands for The Moral Underclass Disclosures this focuses on individual delinquency and lapses in attitudes and morals which is a supported by consertivies this basically means they have no morals, and the last strand is SID this stands for  Social integrationists discourse this are focuses on paid work and labor market this is used by both labor and conservatives this basically means they have no work. (levitas, 2005 cited in Pierson, 2010). We can relate to these strands in our area as our families live in poverty, they get excluded by others and there is not much paid work around our area and people don’t have morals to each other and in what they are trying to achieve. Some children see their parents as role models but sometimes this can back fire as if the parents are unemployed and have a low position in society it is very much likely the children will follow as they don’t know any better and their parents don’t push them to try and succussed more in their life's.  Our school also helps these groups and raise standards by using the funding we get through the pupil deprivation grant we use this to help our student progress and remove barriers for them whilst monitoring this to see if we can improve in any way. As Rita Pierson stated “ every child deserves a champion an adult who will never give up on them who understands the power of connection and insists that they become the best that they can possibly be” (TED talk every child deserves a champion 2013) This statement relates to the at risk groups as they need the support from someone a champion to help them in school/ educational setting for them to achieve in all aspects of life and help prepare for the outside world. Pierre Bourdieu was a leading socialist theorist who came from a working-class family in the south of France, He argues that Capital made the foundation of social life and dictates a person position in the social order. Marx and Bourdieu believe that the more capital a person has the more powerful a person's position can be in society. It refers to so many different elements such as skills, tastes, posture, clothing, mannerism and people share similar things to for example same taste in movies this then creates the saying “people like us” but this also points out more than ever a major source of social exclusion. Bourdieu work often refers to sporting metaphors for example “feel for the game” this refers to to people who grow up in a rough, crime ridden neighborhoods with less employment than other areas you are more likely to a better idea of being street smart and some people want to successfully avoid this and look for a way out of this style of life but being one of these lucky few who go on to make college etc you would probably the street smart skills you learnt may not be useful and could end up being detrimental to what you are trying to achieve. “social capital is therefore not so much about having a large social network but having social position that creates the potential for advantage from one's social network”. (social capital research and training Bourdieu 2020) 

I do feel that where you are brought up and how you are brought up play a massive factor when it comes to Social exclusion and inclusion and how people fit in society and succeed in life. However, it is slowly improving in my eyes even from when I was growing up and we as a society are starting to understand and accept more and more. Children in our school have more opportunities than ever and we make sure all children have their rights and make sure they have the best start to life and society they can and also offer support to all families and parents and help them gain a better understanding and help them gain a better position in their social inclusion in society too. It is important that staff gain experience and have training in different and new areas to make sure we can give the children many opportunities in life and make sure they don’t miss out. Inclusion is a core aspiration of the 2030 agenda in the world’s sustainable goals working on what constitutes inclusion as well as improving efforts to improve data. The agenda will look at the principle that every person should reap the benefits and enjoy minimum standards of wellbeing this is seventeen sustainable development goals with an aim of freeing people from different segments of society and poverty and help families live healthier lives while attending education and information. However in our school we have noticed some children and families have been questioning why certain groups of children get things such as rewards, extra intervention work etc and they don’t its keeping that fine line between making sure everyone is included and not excluded but also making sure we are not favoring certain groups of children. 
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