Why Did Empress Wu Zetian Favour Buddhism Over Confucianism?
Buddhism was the most popular religion
· Mark Edward Lewis, China’s Cosmopolitan Empire: The Tang Dynasty, 2009, Massachusetts, Harvard University Press, p. 214
· The majority of people in society followed Buddhism
· Followed by men and women, scholars and farmers
· Could be used to influence people in society easier
Wu Zetian was a Buddhist
· N. Harry Rothschild, Wu Zhao: China’s Only Woman Emperor, 2008, London, Pearson Education Ltd, p. 21
· Followed Buddhism
· Her mother took her and her sisters to Buddhist temples as children
· She went to a Buddhist monastery to live after Emperor Taizong died
Confucianism claimed that a woman couldn’t rule
· Jonathan Clements, Wu: The Chinese Empress Who Schemed, Seduced and Murdered Her Way to Become a Living God, 2007, Stroud, Sutton Publishing Ltd, p. 8
· It wouldn’t make sense for her to favour Confucianism
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Five relationships – Man>Wife = Male>Female
· Buddhism could be used to support her as a ruler
· Used to legitimise her place as Emperor
