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Conference proposal – The debate of Religion Verses Science.
What I will cover- key themes.
In this document I will discuss the implications of the Religion Verses science debate which has been widely debated by many scholars over the decades. In order to achieve this, I will attempt to discuss the origin of the debate and how it came about. I will first consider the work of the Greeks through Aristotle, outlining his and his piers beliefs that the universe was mathematically perfect and that the use of logic and reason would discern the minds if the Gods. It is believed by many that Aristotle stated that science is a process of understanding the natural laws behind creation. (1)
Then I will discuss the work conducted in the Islamic Golden age (9-12 Century CE) to further expand on Aristotle’s work by Alhazen. I will touch on the advances made in medicine, astronomy and agriculture and the link with the beliefs of the Islamic that the discoveries made were due to the will of Allah. I will then discuss how this is where the smallest ripples of a religion verses science debate can be found due to the argument that Islamic science of the time was linked to fundamentalism. (2)
Christianity will then be discussed alongside its large stake on the existence of a religion verses science debate. Beginning in the twelfth century will describe the feats such as Robert Gossette (1175-1253) and Rodger bacon. (1214-1294) The I will Address the turbulence seen in the fourteenth century when political and natural disasters were well known in the fourteenth century which added to the persecution of scientists who spoke against the teachings of the Christian bible leading to the committing of heresy.(3)
Examples will be provided of scholars such as Nicolaus Copernicus who proposed the earth revolved around the sun rather than the sun being the centre of the universe. Giordano Bruno (1548-1600) will also be touched upon with his scholarly writing expanding on the work set down by Copernicus.
Establishment of the church of Roman Catholicism will be addressed with its connection to Galileo, who spent the final thirteen years of his life on house arrest after being labelled a dangerous maverick by the church for developing upon Copernicus’ work. (4)
Developments made in the seventeenth century will be addressed regarding the work of three Catholic scientists who argued the study of the laws behind creation was not heresy but a form of understanding more of the divine origin of the species. I will address the beginnings of religion and science drifting apart as a result of Newtons public challenge to the church of Rome when considering physics. (5)
Napoleon and the French revolution would be next addressed alongside the work Napoléon did to sew up some of the rift created by Newton by promoting secularisation and the acceptance of other religions and cultures within the academic world.(6)
In conclusion of the conference I will mention the Darwinist and Creationist view on the religion verses science debate and how Charles Darwin’s “On the origin of the species by means of natural selection” (1859) (7) Touching on the aspects of science that the church will openly become involved in today and some of the practices it will intervein such as stem cell research and cloning.
What methods of research I will use.
In order to deliver this conference paper I will use Internet and textual based research in order to gain a greater understanding of the topic and its prominence today in the twenty first century.
To achieve accurate internet research, I will use sights such as google scholar and Jstor to gain accurate and reliable research as only documents published by experienced authors and practitioners can be found on the website. Additionally, all the work found on the site is peer- reviewed and assessed by academics in the field of study.
I will also use other general search engines in order to broaden my Knowle of the subject before reading the articles found on google scholar or Jstor.
In order to safeguard against using the wrong forms of web pages, I will ensure that all of the used sites have the correct formats in their Uniform Resource Locator (URL) begins with a set format indicating its origin.
The University library will also be utilised as a form of textual research due to the volume of physically published documentation on the topic covered. Such books will include Linda Edwards’ “A brief guide to beliefs” (8) which includes a chapter on then debate of religion versus science and Kitty Fergusons “The fire in the equations: science, religion and the search for God”.(9) However, I will not limit my research to these methods alone as I shall be open to new forms of research as they become required.
How I will engage with the audience.
In order to engage with the audience, I will begin by being confident in what I am disgusting whilst also providing a power point presentation which would run behind me as I was talking. This would aid the engagement with the audience as the slides of the presentation will contain the key points discussed in each topic whilst also containing the meaning for any key terms used.
After I have spoken my presentation I will include a summery of what was discussed and addressed as key points of information will need to be remembered and retained in order to further understand the topics discussed.
A final way in which I will engage with the audience is allowing a question and answer session at the end of the conference in order to aid learning and retainability in the topics discussed.
Conclusion.
In summary, this conference paper will address the debate of science against religion whilst also assessing if there is a large debate on the topic or if it has been exaggerated upon by the media.
This will be achieved by first determining when the beginnings of a so called “Religion verses Science debate” began and the history behind it. Secondly, the work of scientists whether religious or not will be considered alongside the attitudes of religious groups towards the matters, an example of such would be the treatment of Galileo by the Roman Catholic Church. Finally the work of those attempting to close the so named “rift” between the two will be addressed using examples such as Napoleon to demonstrate this. 
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