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Title: Medea and her Connection to Hysteria in the Ancient World
Abstract
This dissertation aims to use the story of Medea, both in myth and play, to get a glimpse into how the ancient world viewed and reacted to Hysteria, particularly amongst women. Looking at ancient sources will present an image towards how women were expected to behave and their place in society. When placed alongside Medea, the contrasting images should also show societies general reaction on Hysteria. The modern sources regarding Hysteria, will grant a better understanding of the affliction, which in turn will help answer the question as to whether it could be said Medea is in fact experiencing a bout of Hysteria, or whether it would be better to attribute her violent actions towards her family after her husband ends their marriage, to anger or perhaps a separate mental illness. 
Introduction – 1,000 Words
· Aim of this dissertation:
· To look at Hysteria amongst women in ancient times, with an interest in women during the Classical period and their link to Hippocratic Medicine. 
· Through using Medea as a case study, I wish to be able to get a glimpse at how the public viewed Hysteria, and their general reaction and treatment to those diagnosed with Hysteria. 
Chapter One – 1,000 Words
Title: What is a woman?
· A definition of women/woman
· Looking at ancient authors regarding women will give a better insight into the general view of women, and their general and preferred nature.
· Quote: “We should look upon the female state as being as it were a deformity though one which occurs in the ordinary course of nature”.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Aristot. Gen. Ani. 775a] 

· Quote: “A wife is more compassionate than a husband and more given to tears, but also more jealous and complaining and more apt to scold and fight. The female is also more dispirited and despondent than the male, more shameless and lying, is readier to deceive and has a longer memory, furthermore she is more wakeful, more afraid of action, and in general is less inclined to move than the male and takes less nourishment.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Aristot. Hist. Ani. 608b] 

· Aristotle speaking on women seems to find it difficult to stick to one definition of women. Would be a good idea to look further into ancient definitions of women.
Chapter Two – 3,000 Words
Title: Hysteria throughout time (Hysteria among the masses)
· Historical and social view of Hysteria
· What are the main causes from a medical point of view?
· What are the main causes from the public’s point of view?
· Time periods Hysteria appears more commonly among the public and/or within the medical community
· Hysteria’s evolution through time (linking to the medical, political, social (sexism/suppression) views)
· Psychological view of Hysteria
· What are the main causes from a psychologist’s viewpoint? 
· What are the connections between Hysteria and mental illnesses/public epidemics?
Chapter Three – 1,500 Words
Title: Medea
· Quote: “Myths are not lies, but rather men’s attempt to impose a symbolic order upon their universe”.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Pomeroy 1975:1] 

· History of Medea
· Role within the myths
· What part did she play? (Victim or Villain?)
· How did her character fit into the social expectancy of women of the time?
· Representation of Medea in plays (Euripides etc.), ancient texts (Seneca etc.) and art works (pottery, mosaics, etc.)
· Different time periods for different representations
· What remains the same about her representation throughout time?
· What message(s) is the myth trying to get across?
· What is different about her representation throughout time?
· Are the messages the same? (if there were any)
Chapter Four – 2,500 Words
Title: Medea and Hysteria
· Medea’s link to Hysteria
· Does she show any symptoms of Hysteria?
· Is it more likely she has another “illness” that could possibly link to Hysteria, or is confused to be Hysteria?
Conclusion – 1,000 Words
· Through the use of the sources provided, the aim is have a clear idea of Hysteria in the ancient world (its treatment(if applicable), its perception, and the public’s reaction), and its connection to Medea, and whether the two can be linked quite closely together, or Medea was simply reacting to her anger in a way that she thought acceptable. 
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