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What is GuJinZi?

Time
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Difference in the use of the character under the 

same meaning in different time.

Modern characterAncient character
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1. Yan Shigu had a fixed way of expressing the 
problem of ‘Gujinzi’

2. there are many different kinds of relationships 
between ‘ancient characters’ and ‘modern 
characters’ in Hanshuzhu

3.  Gujinzi and variant form were not juxtaposed.

In Hanshuzhu, we can see:
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「A，古文B字」

「A，古文作B」

「A，古以為b字」

「modern character A，
people use B in ancient 
（to express the 
meaning of A）」
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The feature of Yan Shigu’s GuJinZi studies

「成帝和平元年二月庚子，泰山山桑谷有䳒焚其巢。師古曰：「䳒，鴟也，音
緣。」男子孫通等聞山中群鳥䳒鵲聲，往視，見巢㸐，盡墯地中，師古曰：
「㸐，古然字。」有三䳒鷇燒死。」

——《漢書》卷二十七顏師古註
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In the valley of Mount Tai there was a kind of birds called Yuan .One 
day, their nest was burning.  A man named Sun Tong and others heard 
many birds calling in the mountain, so they went over to check the 
situation and saw that the nests of the birds were burning, and all of 
the things fell to the ground, three small birds were burnt to death.
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1. Yan Shugu had a fixed way of expressing the 
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The feature of Yan Shigu’s GuJinZi studies

「故臣愚冊，欲捐䍐、开闇昧之過，隱而勿章，先行先零之誅以震動之，宜悔過反善，因赦其
罪，選擇良吏知其俗者捬循和輯，師古曰：「捬，古撫字。輯與集同。」此全師保勝安邊之
冊。」

——《漢書卷六十九·趙充國辛慶忌傳第三十九》
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As a general, Zhao Chongguo proposed a plan to the Emperor: he intended not to 
take into account the faults of Han and Kai's dim and foolish tastes, and to 
conceal them instead of publicising them; let them repent of their wrongdoings 
and pardon their crimes, and then select good officials who know the folklore of 
the Qiang ethnicity to pacify and unite them, which is the strategy to secure the 
borders that will preserve army and secure victory.
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撫—捬—



The feature of Yan Shigu’s GuJinZi studies

16



The feature of Yan Shigu’s GuJinZi studies

「傳曰：「不歌而誦謂之賦，登高能賦可以為大夫。」言感物造耑，材知深美，師古曰：「耑，
古端字也。因物動志，則造辭義之端緒。」可與圖事，故可以為列大夫也」

——《漢書卷三十·藝文志第十》
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The people who has ability to sense when things are growing and working,  and 
to be wise enough to discuss important matters with others. People with these 
talents can be literati.
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The feature of Yan Shigu’s GuJinZi studies

「內鋤雄俊，外攘胡粵，師古曰：「攘，卻也。粵，古越字。」用壹威權，為萬世安。」

——《漢書卷十三·異姓諸侯王表第一》
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This sentences said that Qin dynasty did many things to deal the problems……like 
pacifying the rebellious forces internally and fighting against the minorities in the 
north and south externally.
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across modal particle, help thinking
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1. Yan Shugu had a fixed way of expressing the 
problem of ‘Gujinzi’

2. there are many different kinds of relationships 
between ‘ancient characters’ and ‘modern 
characters’ in Hanshuzhu

3.  Gujinzi and variant form were not juxtaposed.

In Hanshuzhu, we can see:
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A-Ancient and modern characters

B-variant form

They are only concepts under 
different conditions, and there is no 
inclusive relationship between them.

24



PA RT. 0 3

Conclusion



Conclusion

Yan Shigu’s contribution of  Gujinzi study:

1. He began to try to theorize Gujinzi. 

2. He has used standard terms in the 

presentation of ‘Gujinzi’.
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Conclusion

「秦，形勝之國也，帶河阻山，縣隔千里，鄭氏曰：「縣音懸。」師古曰：「此本古之懸字耳，
後人轉用為州縣字，乃更加心以別之，非當借音。他皆類此。」」

——《漢書卷一下·高帝紀第一下》
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Qin, a place with advantageous environment, Yellow River and Guan Mountains as 
a nature protection, which obstruct the army approaching it. Qin is separated 
from the eastern lords by thousands miles.
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Thank you for listening！
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