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This assignment will consist of the analysis and evaluation of the terrorist organisation ISIS, it will explain their tactics, strategies and attack methods. ISIS is a jihadist militant Islamic terrorist group, known as the Islamic state. This organisation is well known for the beheading victims on camera and putting it on social media whilst instigating deadly terrorist attacks. ISIS started its origins in 2004 after Abu Musab al-zarqawi who formed the group following the US invasion (History, 2019). In 2014 there were 5,000 Yazidi men killed and 7,000 Yazidi women sold as sex slaves due to the ISIS organisation. In 2015 they started to post online videos as one of their threats as a terrorist group which included executing dozens of Christians and also blowing up two mosques which killed 137 people. ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack on the Tunisian resort of Sousse killing 38 people which 30 of which were British. They carried out a number of attacks in Paris killing 130 people, they decapitated 5 soldiers heads and placed them on pikes whilst videoing and putting it viral on IS affiliated channels after the brutal attack (Hassan, 2016) ISIS aim from terrorising is to create a caliphate, a state governed by the Islamic law by god's deputy on earth. It demands that Muslims across the world swear allegiance to its leader and to get them to migrate to territory that is under their control. They are seeking to eradicate obstacles to restoring Gods rule on earth to defend the Muslim community. It is still not clear how many people from Iraq and Syria are partial or full IS contributors to this organisation. The IS just want to command a disproportionate share of the world's attention. According to Stern and Berger () they believe that people from western areas decide to help fight with IS as they want the feeling of belonging that they have their own personal motivations and want to create a new identity or have a sense for adventure. Psychologists who have studied ISIS believe also that western groups who join this group are willing to do so to seek thrill and redemption (Hassan, 2016). Due to their tactics in the organisation, it took the Iraq forces three years to drive the Islamic State Militants out of the country. It was stated that their non-traditional tactics ruined the special forces and even more so it has weakened the countries special forces morale, it is said that it took quite some time to overcome fighting the Islamic State and ending a war but it has not yet been able to overcome the ideology of the group (Mouchantaf, 2018). There are three ideology and aims that this organisation sets out, Salafi-jihadism is a belief in strict interpretation of the Koran, a duty that has a strong belief in the caliphate and the institute Sharia Law and it has a stronger belief in the coming of end of times, this is then split by three sub-tects and number three is violent vanguard salafi and this meaning is that they believe in the end of times but it must be brought along by violent means (Robillard, 2019). The other ideology is the Caliphate itself, the caliphate to be established requires two things, one being the territorial lands prophesised by the Koran and secondly leadership has to be under the legitimate caliph. Once this criterion is met it is believed by Salafis that all Muslims can now travel to the caliphate and live under the Sharia Law. The third ideology is the apocalypse, where Muslims believe in the prophesies of Muhammad, members of the Islamic state specifically see themselves as active members of the prophecy. This ideology is the one that separates the ISIS from Al-qaeda, it is said that this prophecy states that the epic final battle between good and evil will occur on the fields of Dabiq (Oshar, 2016). In order to understand ISIS specific actions, it is helpful for the government to understand their broader military distinction between the tactical, operational and strategic. Depending on the macro-level of a person's co-ordination, information and resources over time will decide when the groups political/ideological end will be. There are two doctrines within the group's strategy, one being Maoist protractive warfare and Guevara’s ‘focalist’ doctrine, first doctrine has three phases depending on the circumstances. Firstly, they use insurgency fighting, secondly is the positional phase and thirdly is conventional offensive. The goal of this strategy is to make sure the opponents will be broken through mere attrition () consequently some of these tactics will include terror tactics but not all. However, these strategies are not new other organisations have used them and deployed them and failed, not only were they unsuccessful but some attacks marked the beginning to their end. It is said that Europe need to maintain unity to develop a better security strategy ()
ISIS are known for their torture methods within the organisation, the ISIS prisons are governed by different sections of the group. The International Centre for the Study for Violent Extremism has revealed that they use many different torture methods and place psychological pressure on the hostages under its control. These ISIS prisons are governed by hisbah (morality police), the Emni (the security forces) and military police. There are seven methods that the prisoners face, they are called lashing, the German chair, the biter, the tire, the ghost, the fuel and the flying carpet. They tortured some people and they didn’t eat or speak for two days (Berger, 2015). Traditionally all terrorist organisations aim to weaken politician institutions, drain a countries armed forces and try to control and take power that would try and control the entire community. Their goals are to use violence, suicide attacks and criminal behaviour are their conventional way to achieve them. They have not just used fear to scare the public and put fear into them but they also upgraded it by trying to expand and control more territories. ISIS does not use the hit and run warfare like other organisations it relies on holding on to territories to gain power and control (Zeid, 2014). In 2015 the government did not know how to place a limit on the organisation as what they were doing then just was not working, the Iraq government could not even get a reasonably competent military force, even though they were trying to put a stop to this organisation they still managed to set out the Paris attack. ISIS had already by this time demonstrated that they would not work in the normal bounds of the international states. They had no limits even if it meant killing anyone that would try and get in there way of achieving their goal. The government tried to strangle their finances through national and international strictures, they tried to freeze any known ISIS account holders and try to destroy their oil fields. They also planned to filter the refugees by creating and controlling refugee camps. U.S boarders needed to become extremely more secure. The government had stated that no matter what strategy they decided to undertake to try and put a stop to these horrific incidents they knew it was going to be a long and hard recovery (Nightingale, 2015). Due to ISIS wanting to expand on their support network they became a threat to the UK, so a unified body of 79 partners committed to defeating and degrading ISIS through military action, supporting stabilisation efforts and degrading ISIS poisonous and false narrative. Using propaganda to radicalise and recruit citizens, they want to tackle the extremists who want to cause harm (GOV.UK). This terrorist organisation is causing harm to society and is using their threats to radicalise vulnerable people. There has been a 70% annual rise on anti-Muslim hate crime and a rise of 61% rise in antisemitic hate crime. In prisons at the end of 2015 there were 182 offenders convicted or remanded for extremism and terrorism in England and Wales. There are 1000 people within prison that are in for behaviour gives us concern around extremism. The UK government also wanted to build understanding of the way ideologists and terrorists work; within the Home Office they have now established Extremism Analysis Unit. They will continue to learn from existing capabilities to assess and analyse the terrorist threat to strengthen the evidence base (GOV.UK). The government have also set-in place longer sentences for anyone who commits a terrorism threat, the management of convicted terrorist offenders has been strengthened, it is also now illegal to even support the terrorist organisation by using flags or any emblems of clothing that suggests support for any organisation. Encouragement of terrorism or the dissemination of terrorist of publications now carry a maximum sentence of 15 years (GOV.UK, 2019). Sajid Javid stated that “These new laws give the police the powers they need to disrupt terrorist plots earlier and ensure that those who seek to do us harm face just punishment” and that “As we saw in the deadly attacks in London and Manchester in 2017, the threat from terrorism continues to evolve and so must our response, which is why these vital new measures have been introduced”. 
At the end of April 2015, the US government announced the first attack by the Cyber command conducted by the members of ISIS. The war of the Islamic State also has cyberspace as a battlefield. The US military are using different techniques to try and tackle cyberspace and to try and contrast the ISIS groups within the area. One of the main goals by the US government is to use these tools to disrupt the propaganda that is being set out by ISIS group members, they were also interfering with the IS daily functions. It is very hard to try and block and conducted by the ISIS members, there is a UCC is the United Cyber Caliphate shared a kill list through the proper encrypted messaging app Telegram (Paganini, 2016). Cybercrime is high and ISIS uses this to recruit other members from across the world by brain washing them into becoming a part of the organisation. They use a distinct cyber-strategy to engage in cyber-terrorism. They use this to also engage in planning terrorist attacks, they use websites, discussion forums and social media, their ambition is to gain a broader audience using the internet and to exploit mainstream media. While terrorist activities in cyberspace are grounded in specific organizational and subcultural contexts, rational choice theory suggests that the use of technology will also depend on a group’s calculation of efforts needed, as well as the risks and benefits associated with the chosen type of attack (Guerette, 2010). In 2016 ISIS was growing five different pro-ISIS hacking groups in favour of the Islamic state. Most of the pro-ISIS cyber-attacks were beginner level, it was an opportunity to target the vulnerable. 
In conclusion, ISIS main goal was to establish a caliphate, expand territory and conquer other countries and in doing so they used extreme terrorism to put the fear into the public. They targeted westerns and Muslim cities in order to gain control and power and to make them believe in their theology and ideologies. Cybercrime within this organisation has been extreme also to gain recruits and using social media to publish their propaganda. Although it is still active it is being slowed down dramatically by the government strategies. 
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