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[bookmark: _Toc37543268]Introduction

Before I started my work at Kier, the lecturers told me that as a student I would be allowed to go on the site.  However, when I went to the Kier site for the first time the Manager explained to me that in order to go onto the site, I would need a CSCS card.  He told me that it is a company rule which applies to all the workers in the UK, including students.  During the first three weeks, I passed the CSCS test and received my card.
Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus, my work experience was cut short.  I had a message from the University to inform me that the Kier company had closed all their sites to students.

[bookmark: _Toc37543269]What I have learned (personally and professionally) and what I need to change

During the time that I worked on the site, there were site rules that had to be observed. I discovered that all these rules of the site were designed to keep everything on the site running smoothly and organised. Regarding punctuality, it was important that I arrived before 8.30 a.m. as this was the time my first task was due to start.  The finishing time was 17.30.  There was an hour’s rest time, for lunch and any tea breaks.  It was a rule on the site that we were not to use our mobiles, unless we needed to make contact with the site manager for some reason.
I learnt that when each task is complete, we had to clean up and make sure everything was safe, another rule of the site so that it was all ready to start work again.
I learned the importance of communication which plays a significant role in every aspect of work on the site.  Before I started any of the tasks, I had to study the plans carefully and make sure any notes were attached to them before I went to discuss them with the Health and Safety inspector, the site manager and any of the related engineers.
It was necessary to make everything completely clear for the work gangs or the person in charge of the gangs.
They allocated me a locker where I had to leave all my personal things, including any prints, notes and my PPE equipment. ready for use the next time.
All the above organisational skills were good lessons to learn for the future.
[bookmark: _Toc37543270]What was the journey to my goals? (disappointments, Achievements and their resolution)

The first time I went to the site to make a Learning Contract, it was decided with the site manager that I would be working on the drainage and sewage of the building.  Unfortunately, on each of my work days at the site, the weather was awful, pouring with rain all day every Friday.  So, it was not possible to work, as arranged, outside on the drainage system.  In January, my colleague and I did some survey work and we found the manhole places.  I was taught how to work with theodolite equipment.  This is a very accurate and it can measure angles in both horizontal and vertical planes.  I really enjoyed working with the theodolite but there was not enough time to work on it.  The information of the location of the manholes was already on the theodolite equipment’s memory but sadly there was not enough time for me to learn how to do it, but I should be able to find some
videos or information on the internet to help me on this
At the beginning this was a disappointment to me but the site manager arranged alternative tasks for me - the external walls (SFS), the internal walls (Siniat), brick work and so on.  It was such a good experience for me to learn all about this.


This was my first experience of an SFS wall and was something we had not covered in my course at the University.  It was fast work and this is an excellent material for wet weather and heavy rain.    It was a new material and it was very interesting to find out how it is installed. Each layer has to be very carefully set in place and must include frame insulation and a screw.

With the brick works, I learned how to manage the wastage of the bricks.  Half the bricks were used around both the windows or door openings (as re-used materials).  Any unused bricks, or any mortar, were put into a skip.  Part of my training was awareness of different types of waste.  The hazardous waste had to be put into separate areas from the non-hazardous.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I learned how to calculate the amount of bricks needed for a particular part of the building and which parts should be ignored, such as any openings and any walls which will be rendered.  I gained plenty of experience in calculating the number of bricks under 0.0° level.  I also had to check that the brickwork was flush.
I had to check the distance between the scaffold and the wall and when we left the site it was important that we left the work safely and I had to check that there were no bricks left on the scaffolding.

Working on the internal walls was a good experience.  I learned how to use the laser beam to install the aluminium frame in a straight line.  I learned that the frame around the door must be very strong.  In this project we placed the timber in the middle of the C shapes of the stud (Siniat).

Another challenge during this time was to get a CSCS certificate in order to go onto the site.  I studied Health and Safety for 3 weeks and by my third week at the site, I passed the exam and had a card, after which I was able to go onto the site.
[bookmark: _Toc37543271]What I would do differently starting the project now

I wouldn’t have chosen drainage because of weather. Work on the walls would have been a better option at that time of year.  
I would have gained my CSCS card before starting work on site.
[bookmark: _Toc37543272]Conclusion (My ambition or strengthened)

I love civil engineering and this work experience has given me a deeper interest in my field.  The company is working at the site until August 2020 so I am hoping to continue with them as a volunteer engineer to get further experience and to make up some of the time missed through bad weather and other reasons beyond my control.

It was useful to be able to improve my knowledge further by working on the site and having hands on practical experience of the work done in the University.  |I hope to keep in contact with the site
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