WEEK 6: Fieldwork

Purpose of the week
Fieldwork is as important in archaeoastronomy as it is in archaeology: it is the principal means of access to the primary sources. It is thus important to be conversant with fieldwork methodologies, their advantages and limitations, even if one is doing literary work. This week you will study the basics of archaeoastronomical fieldwork, including: how to use a GPS unit to get your location coordinates; how to use a compass to measure azimuths; how to use a clinometer to measure horizon altitudes; how to prepare and execute a fieldwork investigation. 

Other tasks this week
· Discuss your ideas for the research project in the forum/Facebook page
Class Description
Fieldwork is as important in skyscape research as it is in archaeology: it is the principal means of access to the primary sources. And despite archaeologists’ best efforts most often than not an excavated site hasn’t been recorded to the level of detail required by an archaeoastronomer. North arrows on archaeological plans are often not precise and which north is indicated (true, magnetic or grid) is omitted. In other instances orientations are given very roughly (e.g. E or NE) as opposed to providing an azimuth and information on the horizon is altogether ignored.

All of the above make fieldwork such an essential component of the skyscape archaeologist’s toolset. In this class you will learn the basic tools and surveying methods and how to plan and conduct archaeoastronomical fieldwork.

However, fieldwork methodologies are more often than not dependent on pre-conceived theories or assumptions of what is expected, and thus prone to misconstruction and misdirection. One should therefore take care when adopting or developing one’s fieldwork methodology. 

Thought for the Week
Can fieldwork ever be objective?

Hands-on exercise for the Week
This week, take some time to review previous hands-on exercises and try them on your own: measure azimuths and altitudes of different things: streets, houses, tree alignments, but also of the sun, moon or stars. Post pictures on facebook and any of your measurements. Don’t forget to include your time, date and location.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

e S iy Soreo W B s B comaat

e env e g "

G Dscpton
B s s sy vt
e e D e S o o bt et
e o o st P 4450 o ey

e i i a3 G 1 s
et gy 3 S e et s e

oL e ek s, st gt of b s

o, vk s s ot S ok g o

iy o G S e K S e Ao
e b

f—
et

o e S e M A, Mo, T
S s o £ oo v Pt per ik 11
e S g i e . o o




