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For my proposal I shall be researching and analysing three key words of my choice; gold, wool and luxury. In my proposal I will be discussing the manufacturing processes of gold and wool all the way through to the finished product, and how the material is transformed into a luxurious item. These two materials are associated with the word luxury; therefore, I have decided to use this word to link both gold, and wool together. These two words are associated with the word luxury due to their quality and quantity of production. I have decided to choose these words as they are within my interests, where I will explore further in my work for the final year.

GOLD
The word gold comes from the Indo-European root ghel, which means yellow (Coyne, 2008:94). The chemical symbol for gold is Au which comes from the latin aurum, meaning ‘glowing dawn’. According to Celia Coyne, these words lend themselves to this luxurious yellow metal (Coyne, 2008:94). Gold is seen as valuable, shiny and yellow metal that is used to create coins and jewellery along with many other purposes (Cambridge Dictionary, n.d.). This material was the first metal to be worked due to it’s pure state in the earth’s crust, but also as it’s easy to hammer in to shape because of its softness (Coyne, 2008:94). But according to Matthew Hart gold is a very stubborn element and doesn’t chemically like to leave its own state that it was naturally left in (Matthew Hart, 2013:107). It’s also a malleable metal with its high ductile strength to be able to stretch a long way before breaking. When gold is being collected from the earth, Hart describes it as being dragged out by the hair, which is helped by using chemicals to make the process easier (Matthew Hart, 2013:107). Gold doesn’t have the properties for tools and weapons, but its better suited for display due to its colour, brilliance but importantly resists the corrosion that tarnishes other metals (La Niece, 2009:22). This material is popular with jewellers and customers as it’s the most non-reactive metal due to its resistance to tarnishing and rust as it doesn’t react with oxygen, but the material does have its own way of tarnishing; a thin layer which over time darkens and gives a dull appearance (Gold corrosion, n.d.). It’s also a popular material for jewellery because it’s easy to create detailed designs, especially in India as where they use gold jewellery as a sign of their wealth. Royalties often use gold that has been spun in to thread and for use in their robes, tapestries and wedding gowns (Coyne, 2008: 95). 
In Wales one company which has changed the face of gold is ‘Clogau Gold’ creating jewellery from the rarest and treasured metals from Wales and distributed and known across the world. Eventually the welsh gold will run out due to this ‘Clogau’ only incorporate small amount of rare welsh gold in their jewellery to ensure the welsh gold lasts for many more years (Clogau, n.d.).   
“From sacred objects to food decoration, from architectural ornament to fillings for teeth, the uses to which gold has been put are extremely varied” (Coyne, 2008:96) gold is a very versatile material due to its resistance to oxidisation. The cheaper way of using gold on varied items is using gold leaf, which is created by beating a piece of gold into thin sheets that used to cover various surfaces to give the appearance of solid gold. This process is known as Goldbeating, where an ingot of gold is rolled into a sheet, microns in thickness. [image: Related image]The sheets are placed between sheets of heavy paper and then wrapped in leather. The package is then beaten and restacked until the sheets are no more than 0.1 microns thick. The sheets are so thin and delicate, it cannot be handled by hand; a tool called a gliders clip must be used (Coyne, 2008:96). 
The ancient Egyptians were one of the first to use gold leaf to decorate the tombs of Pharaohs and sarcophagi; they were also the first to announce gold as a precious metal. The Egyptians believed that the consumption of gold purified the mind, body and spirit, ridding of all earthly diseases (Cornucaupia, n.d.). Similar to the Egyptians, gold leaf is still consumed through the use on food as it is a non-toxic and tasteless decoration. Gold leaf is still considered a luxury item due to the quantity and expense of the food that it graces, usually found in higher end restaurants. Modern gold leaf can be rolled into sheets so thin, that it’s almost transparent (Coyne, 2008:97). Gold has more capabilities than to look luxurious and making food look desirable; it can be used for medicinal purposes too. Medicines containing gold, have been used in the medical industry to treat inflammatory illnesses, arthritis and may have the potential against fighting HIV and cancer. Implants are often coated in gold leaf as decrease the risk of infections as it’s resistant to bacteria (Coyne, 2008:97).[bookmark: _GoBack](OriginalArtisanGold, n.d.)

Many myths have been told about gold, but the legend of King Midas has reflected a negative side to gold. King Midas wished for everything he touched would turn to gold. His wish was granted, but his greed turned to a curse when his food turned to gold and he couldn’t eat, but also turned his daughter to gold (greeka, n.d.). According to Susan La Niece’s book on gold the Greek myth of king Midas explains how he prayed to god Dionysus to be saved from starvation. He was told by the god to bathe in the River Pactolus, which cured him from the curse and from today onwards gold is to be found in the river gravels (2009:16). This myth reflects how a materialistic lifestyle isn’t always the way to happiness.


WOOL
Wool is a thick, wavy/curly undercoat that are worn by various animals, the most well-known is sheep (Merriam Webster, n.d.). Today there is a wider range of wool products more than ever (Branwen Davies 2017:11). However wool fibres are also known in goats, rabbits, camels and llamas (Alison Smith 2009:40). Wool is incorporated in many products such as clothing, woven fabrics, knitwear and interiors. According to Hamlyn the best strong and long wool in the world is produced in New Zealand due to the climate and impressive land for making products such as rugs and carpets (Hamlyn, 1975:281). In the 1960s the development of shearing came from New Zealand creating a more effective way of shearing sheep, which was considerably different to the traditional method. By using machine-based equipment rather than hand shearing, by doing long strokes along the sheep’s body rather than short strokes against the line of the ribs (John Williams-Davies 1981:62). Today this technique is still being used by young farmers and taught in agricultural colleges. The two types of wool fibres are short and fluffy, known as woollen yarn or strong, long and smooth which is called worsted (Alison Smith 2009:40). As said by Tessa Evelegh unlike fur or hair, wool has a natural crimp quality which can be weaved in to different weights and qualities. Tailors find wool a very valuable material as it doesn’t crease easily and it’s also easy to work with due to its versatility (2013:30). 
The sheep is a very versatile animal due to its many uses; meat, wool, milk, skin and manure which has been developed in various parts of history (John Williams-Davies 1981:15). Stated by John WD, during the Roman times, sheep were kept for their wool. As of this, Roman farmers became very skilled sheep breeders and made important development in creating fine woolled sheep. Due to this Romans brought high quality sheep over to Britain which gave Britain a reputation for producing high quality wool (John Williams-Davies 1981:15).  
[bookmark: _Hlk513648733][image: C:\Users\rhian\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\B6B7B580.tmp]One process that is commonly known in the wool industry is felting, this is a dense and non-woven fabric that doesn’t have warp or weft, as most fabrics are woven which are constructed on a loom with interlocking warp and weft to create a piece of fabric (madehow, n.d.). Felting is created by using matted and compressed pieces of wool that is produced by pressing the fibres together using heat, pressure and moisture (madehow, n.d.). This is formed by the wool’s fibres which twist together during the process for the fibres to entwine to hold each other (acornsandtwigs, n.d.). When creating the felt the wool is generally mixed with a synthetic for it to be a sturdy fabric of a variety of lengths, colours, thickness or width to be used in the crafts and industrial industry. Due to the dense and thickness of the fabric it can be used in a variety of products from clothing and cushions to sealant on industrial machines (madehow, n.d.). (HappyPink, 2015)

According to Branwen Davies the welsh nation has had the woollen industry at the heart of their communities for centuries (2017:7). In the industry the most well-known woollen mill is Melin Tregwynt due to their noticeable contemporary appearance on wool in the interior and textile design industry. Melin Tregwynt is known for their twist on traditional woven fabric with a modern appearance which is seen all over the country through advertisement to magazines. By working with big leading brands and designers to allow Melin Tregwynt to be more recognisable (Branwen Davies 2017:65). 












NATURAL

The word natural is led by nature or exists in nature surrounding us (Oxford University Press 1990: 790), natural is not artificial as it’s not caused or made by people. The earth is made up of 5 different layers; the crust, upper mantle, lower mantle, outer core and inner core. The crust of the earth consists of two main ingredients; basalt and granite. The crust makes up approximately 0.5% of the earth at a thickness of 3 to 43 miles. Earthquakes are often caused by the movement of the crust over the upper mantle. 217 miles of the earth is made up of the upper mantle which equates to 13% of the planet. There’s one main ingredient in the upper mantle which is Peridotite; a dense, grainy rock consisting of minerals which is high in magnesium and iron. The lower mantle is a silica-based portion of the earth containing a small amount of iron. The lower mantle is approximately 1500 miles thick. The outer core has its own magnetic field as it’s main ingredient is liquid iron. The inner core is made up of solid iron and is approximately 750 miles thick. The main process of the inner core is to generate heat to partly warm the earth (Krista West, 2008: 10).  
Ever since the beginning of earth, natural resources have been in aid to human life. Water has been used as a form of hydration for living species and recently been used as the source for renewable energy (eschooltoday, n.d.). Natural forests have been used as a building material for thousands of years, along with being used for food and medicine. Another natural resource is minerals. These are often used to create jewellery, glass and ceramics and is one of the rarest of the natural resources (eschooltoday, n.d.).
The history of metals has been traced back to as early as 6000BC where gold was discovered. Silver was discovered two thousand years later by the Romans. Platinum is the youngest natural precious metal, found in 1735 in South America. Historically, natural metals were widely used in temples, currencies, jewellery and war equipment. These precious metals are now regarded mainly as investments, industrial commodities and jewellery. Precious metals are becoming more expensive to buy due to their rarity and beauty even in a natural state. The most common precious metals are gold, silver and platinum (Venziojewelers, 2018).


To conclude, after finishing my proposal, I have decided to continue with the keyword Wool. I took an interest in the research into wool as I built my knowledge of the history of Welsh wool and how well known it has become today. In my major project, I shall be using wool as one of my fabrics as its seen as a fashionable yet traditional looking material. I would also like to work with wool as I would like to change the way we perceive wool in clothing. Through research and exploring wool, it will help me gain knowledge and understanding through my dissertation, preparing for my major work. The question I have chosen for my dissertation is: 
How do todays woollen companies incorporate welsh wool into their work and how it’s made a luxury item?
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