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INTRODUCTION
‘Virtual learning environments’ or VLEs are extensively utilized in the educational sector, as well as in relation to other sectors. It is generally utilized in order to facilitate communication and deliver instructional resources or constituents. Virtual learning environments can be said to have been amalgamated along with the educational institutions. Hence, it should be stated that it would not be pertinent to query or doubt their acceptance. Although, it should be said that it would be regarded as a challenge to transform and utilize them into a vital contribution in connection to the performance of the students. There are several variables that influence the performance of the students. A ‘Virtual Learning Environment’ or VLE can be said to be a web-based software system, which has been planned and intended to enable the teaching as well as learning through the utilization of activities and tools. The students who utilize any VLE can be provided with any particular ‘task’ so that they might be able to complete that particular task either in class or as per their convenience. It has been suggested by empirical evidence that the utilization of a specific ‘Virtual Learning Environment’ or VLE impacts and influences the achievement of any particular student. It also encourages independent learning as well as surges the motivation of the students to learn (Baroni et al. 2019). This particular report shall forward discussion in relation to the effect of VLE or ‘Virtual Learning Environment’. 
[bookmark: _Toc59872485]DISCUSSION 
	The quest and exploration in relation to more and much better education can be said to have been a primary concern of virtually every nation of this world. The educational institutions of various nations, in an effort to perform as well as achieve the best, have given great significance in relation to the strategies grounded upon ‘information and communication technologies’ or ICT, regarding which, in the recent years, priority has been given to digital rather than the analogue. It can be said that for promoting and improving the process relating to teaching as well as learning in the light of higher education, the institutions of higher education have accepted and implemented the learning management stands or platforms that are known as 'Virtual Learning Environments’ or VLEs. The VLEs are primarily utilized by the institutions that involved in any kind of distance learning as well as by the institutions that essentially involved in onsite learning. The strong and sturdy implementation of the VLEs in connection to the institutions of higher education validates and rationalizes the concern in relation to such environments concerning the assessment of their influence upon the performance of the students. Amalgamating and associating the utilization of such environments indicates their contextualization in connection to the formal learning as well as teaching procedures. Such association also infers the questioning regarding their potentialities as per their recognized and combined features, particularly the ones that are associated with the customary onsite classroom education or learning (Flavián, Ibáñez-Sánchez and Orús 2019).
	‘Virtual learning environments’ or VLEs have been connected to formal learning as well as with the relationships amongst school, students and teachers. There has been a growing interest in relation to the ‘virtual learning environments’, which is supported by the internet, particularly amongst the teachers, students and the education institutions. The notion or idea relating to VLE or ‘virtual learning environment’ might be regarded to be a dynamic notion or idea because of the continuous development and progress of the digital technologies, to its potentialities and features, as well as to the significance that these environments possess inside the learning procedures. The educational systems, which are grounded upon the web, are being utilized by a growing quantum of companies, schools and universities, in order to integrate web technology into the courses as well as in order to balance and supplement their customary face-to-face courses. Such educational systems collect a great magnitude of data that is valuable and significant in relation to the analysis of the contents of the course contents and the utilization by the students. Learning environments, which are grounded upon the utilization of digital resources and technology, can be said to be the mediators in relation to the learning procedure through the actions that are permitted by them. This is because of the fact or datum that they enable interrelation and interaction within a constant communication procedure, thereby increasing the creation and recreation of meanings and knowledge as well as the materialization of attitudes and habits within an outline, which is common concerning everyone who is engaged in the process of education (Herrador-Alcaide, Hernández-Solís and Galván 2019). 
	The utilization of the VLEs in relation to each specific context infers the recognition of their primary potentialities and features. The learning contexts and environments can be said to be dynamic as well as multidimensional notions that arise from the fresh new educational practices and ideas in the particular digital society. In accordance to Morais, Miranda and Alves, the chief potentiality of the VLEs can be said to be the provision of tools set in order to endorse and upkeep the production as well as the distribution of the contents, communication, interaction and the evaluation of the learning and teaching procedure. Keeping in mind the emphasized features or characteristics, the notion relating to ‘virtual learning environment’ encompasses numerous dimensions. It should be said that the most significant dimensions are actually connected to virtual time, space, resources as well as strategies. The VLEs actually enable to make provisions in respect of the institutions having great quantum of information as well as the likelihood to manage or regulate it and making available to the members in any normal manner (along with a specific guarantee of validity and quality). The potentialities and features relating to VLEs make them into particular spaces that facilitate the promotion, testing as well as support in relation to new highly directed and planned learning and teaching strategies. The scrutiny of a continuous dynamism would be advisable in the utilization of the particular resources as well as in relation to the changes that are witnessed around such particular resources because this shall enable them to be regarded as a specific context concerning the erection of the learning procedures (Alves, Miranda and Morais 2019).
	From a pedagogical viewpoint, VLEs that are utilized in the educational institutions, boost advanced experiences as well as instigate innovative experiences. However, it should be stated that they are primarily focused and engaged in the direction of production as well as the distribution of the contents. These particular environments normally reproduce the traditional teaching by distributing messages, contents and messages online. It enables online communication with the help of discussion chats and forums. The potentialities concerning web 2.0 as well as the modifications and reformations in relation to the utilization of the network technologies and equipment have been able to fill in certain limitations regarding the VLEs, and it has also been able to facilitate the creation of new learning and interaction spaces. This factor tests the researchers and educators to think about student-centred informative and instructive approaches. ‘Virtual learning environments’ facilitate learning to happen as per the rudiments existing in the specific learning environment, grounded upon an incessant scale extending from the rudiments identified in the specific environment to the rudiments arising from utilization (Huang et al. 2019). It has been concluded by Brooks, Dahlstrom and Bichsel that it is stated by at least seventy four per cent of the teachers that the VLEs are a valuable and useful device for improving teaching; it is stated by at least seventy one per cent of the teachers that the VLEs are a valuable and useful device for improving the learning of the students, at least ninety nine per cent of the institutions utilize a VLE; at least eighty five per cent of the teachers utilize the VLE; at least fifty six per cent of the teachers utilize it on a regular manner; at least eighty three per cent of the students utilize the VLE, and at least fifty six per cent individuals/students/teachers mention that they utilize it in either every or most of the course units (Muir et al. 2020). 
	It has been concluded by Morais, Miranda and Alves that the specific VLE apparatuses, which are valued the most by the maximum proportion of teachers (above ninety per cent), can be said to be resources (that supports the particular course unit), messages, notices, the summaries and register of students. It has been observed by the above-said authors that the features in relation to the digital resources that are valued the most by the teachers, can be said to be user-friendliness, accessibility, integration in connection to the virtual learning environment as well as a PDF download. It may be further stated that the facets that are valued the most by the teachers concerning the utilization of ICT (in relation to the course units taught by them) can be said to be the access and availability of the digital resources, the saving of time as well as the upgrading of the communication in relation to the students. It must be mentioned that the learning interactions, which occurs inside any classroom, can be said to be multifaceted and complicated by nature, although, the utilization of ‘virtual learning environments’ facilitates the obtainment as well as the handling of large magnitudes of data from each specific interaction amid the numerous players in the procedure (Alves, Miranda and Morais 2019). 
	The challenges relating to online education as well as the acceptance and implementation of educational technologies and equipment have given effect to a new chance and prospect to acquire indicators about the learning of the students. In a similar manner to what occurs in relation to most of the information systems, the interactions of the students in the VLEs concerning the online learning happenings are all acquired as well as stored. This particular digital data (logs) might be examined and evaluated for identifying the behaviour patterns that may provide the indicators in relation to educational practice or exercise. The scrutiny and evaluation of the specific data acquired from the interaction of the users in relation to technology, has fascinated the attention and devotion of the researchers as it promises an approach with the aim of understanding the particular learning procedure. This particular aim inspired and stirred the advent of the fresh new learning analytics, research field whose specific area is closely connected to the mining of educational data (Coxon et al. 2019).
	The learning analytics encompasses analyzing the learning data that facilitates the teachers, the course designers, as well as the VLE administrators in searching for the patterns as well as information that underlines the learning procedures. The primary objective of the learning analytics is the improvisation of the learning results as well as procedures. The rudimentary learning unit inside the ‘virtual learning environments’ can be said to be interaction. However, consensus is not yet present regarding which the interactions are pertinent in relation to specific effective learning. As per Siemens and Gašević, the learning analytics might be described as the gathering, examination as well as communication of information or data in relation to the students as well as their frameworks in order to understand the learning and in order to optimize the specific environments where it happens. On the basis of this specific notion, it is absolutely essential to have knowledge regarding what data or information is collected and stored by the specific system as well as to position it into a framework that provides it meaning in connection to the analysis. In this manner, it shall augment the understanding as well as the optimization of the learning procedures within the VLEs (Dawson et al. 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc59872486]CONCLUSION 
	In conclusion, it can be said that the utilization of the VLEs consequences in the developments in relation to teaching as well as learning that results in enhanced satisfaction, retention as well as an accomplishment for a bigger and much more varied student body. It may be suggested that the tasks on any VLE as well as the chance/scope to learn and acquire at a privately defined time, place and pace inspires the students to assume a degree of ownership in relation to their learning that upsurges their independence as well as motivation to know and learn. This particular report has forwarded a discussion in relation to the effect of VLE or ‘Virtual Learning Environment’. 
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