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Archival Exercise, Part One: People and Events. 
Margaret Thatcher. 
Prime Minister from 1979 – 1990, Conservative Party Leader from 1975 – 1990. 
My first steps to completing this task included revisiting the types of archival sources and trying to match relevant sources I believed would be significant to Margaret Thatcher to each type. This would act as my first search types and hopefully lead me to significant sources. For Public archives, I decided to search for Margaret Thatcher in the National Archives database, where I found many public records of her diaries, I followed this by a more precise search of ‘Margaret Thatcher Manuscript Diaries’. For Official, my original thought was to find official poll information for the elections Thatcher won, which I assumed would be easy accessed. However, this search let me to the Bodleian Library’s archives instead. Given the political and modern nature of the topic chosen, I was not expecting to find any Ecclesiastical records for Thatcher, I already knew that her final will is not public record, but instead all hearsay and that it was unlikely to find any other religious information of her in archival form. My final idea was to search for the wedding venue of her marriage to her husband Denis Thatcher and see if the church held any archives or lent archives out to another source, then search for relevant information through them. Finally, for Deposited archives, I searched newspaper databases. I started with the New York Times archives as I know the site very well and correctly assumed they would have written about the death of Thatcher at the very least. I then went on to search British newspaper archives, which surprisingly were harder to find. 

Public Records: 
All Margaret Thatcher Diaries in Manuscript form from Jan 01 1981 – Dec 31 1990 are held by the National Archives, Kew. All are available to be viewed by public and all also available in a typed form, many of which copies can be purchased of online via the National Archives. These are found within the reference no. of: 32/15 – 32/24 in order of year. I found these to be the best source of public archive relating to Thatcher as the information is easily accessible to anyone who wants to read, and is also highly informational to the life Thatcher led while being the Conservative Party Leader. 
An example of the diary manuscripts:
Margaret Thatcher 1982 manuscript diary. Ref: PREM 32/16. Date: Jan 01 1982 – Dec 31 1982. Held by: The National Archives, Kew. Legal Status: Public Record. https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C14134307
Margaret Thatcher 1984 manuscript diary. Ref: PREM 32/18. Date: Jan 01 1984 – Dec 31 1984. Held by: The National Archives, Kew. Legal Status: Public Record. https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C14134309
Margaret Thatcher 1987 manuscript diary. Ref: PREM 32/21. Date: Jan 01 1987 – Dec 31 1987. Held by: The National Archives, Kew. Legal Status: Public Record. https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C14134312

Official Records: 
The Bodleian Library often receive official manuscripts from the Conservative Research Department (CRD). The new releases included some documents of Thatcher’s Conservative government, mostly within the European Election of 1989. These documents are outlined on the Bodleian Library official blog. A link to their official online archives database can be found on their blog. 
Bottom of Form
All of the documents held by the Bodleian Library are listed in a single pdf file, last updated September 2019. This includes a detailed and sectioned contents page with each file listed with its appropriate shelfmark number. Since 1996, the Conservative Party Archive Trust has dealt with the ownership and financial responsibility of the manuscripts. The Bodleian Library receives regular influxes of new material which is able to be visited by Conservative party members. 
The preferred citation for the full catalogue is: Oxford, Bodleian Libraries, Conservative Party Archive [CRD 1/1/1]. 
An example of the material found in the Bodleian Library that references the government of Margaret Thatcher:
Opposition Monitoring Notes sent to Margaret Thatcher:
·  Press Conferences: Reports on Labour Party Conferences, May – Jun. 1987. 
[CRD 4/16/37]
· Social Democrats Monitoring Group, Apr. – Jun. 1981.
[CRD 4/16/5]
Electoral Documents for Margaret Thatcher’s Prime Minister Campaigns: 
· Electoral Reform: Memos and Research. 1975 – 1981.
[CRD 4/19/5]
· Employment Policy Group Report. 1983. 
[CRD 4/20/8]
Election Related Documents:
· Election Publicity Notes, 1978.
[CRD 4/30/1/9]
· Legal and Election Regulations, 1979 – 1980. 
[CRD 4/30/1/11]

Ecclesiastical Records:
There are few Ecclesiastical Records regarding Margaret Thatcher. With a quick search into her husband Denis Thatcher, the location of their wedding is noted as Wesley’s Chapel in London. However, there are no specific documents related to their wedding known, nor is there any record of Thatcher’s will. The closest, potentially relevant archive is the visitor’s book for Wesley Chapel, which includes the date Margaret and Denis Thatcher married (13th Dec 1951), which could perhaps contain inserts from their wedding day. This archive is not available online so unfortunately it is not possible to check if there is any relevant note other than to request a visit to view in person.
London Metropolitan Archives, Wesley’s Chapel, Visitors Book Vol. 1, Sep. 1948 – Oct. 1956. [LMA/4197/A/01/001]. 
Available:https://search.lma.gov.uk/scripts/mwimain.dll/144/LMA_OPAC/web_detail/REFD+LMA~2F4197?SESSIONSEARCH

Deposited Records:
The most convenient source of Deposited record for Margaret Thatcher is of course, newspapers. The  place where I believe holds the most appropriate archival sources is the British Newspaper Archive, with one quick search on their website I found many original newspaper articles on Thatcher. Unfortunately, in order to view more than just three articles, you have to pay for a subscription, therefore I was not able to view more than three articles, of which only one was overly relevant. 
· Gregory, J. R., ‘Margaret Thatcher, ‘Iron Lady’ Who Set Britain on New Course, Dies at 87’, The New York Times. Available: https://www.nytimes.com/2013/04/09/world/europe/former-prime-minister-margaret-thatcher-of-britain-has-died.html
· Brown, C., ‘A Year Without Power Has Hurt Margaret Thatcher’, Sunday Tribune. Available: https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0002321/19911117/158/0014?browse=False

If I were to continue this research I would recommend visiting the archives for a more accurate and intuitive insight. The two areas of archives that were harder to find sources for were Ecclesiastical and Deposited, as the online material for these were lacking in comparison. Therefore, if continuing, I would begin by visiting the Wesley’s Chapel Archives to see if there is any relevant information there, and move on to paying for a British Newspaper Archives membership in order to see more archived articles from there, as I believe that was the best source of Deposited archive. 





















Archival Exercise, Part Two: Places and Institutions. 
My Home Town: Evesham, Worcestershire. 
For this topic I began with the same steps as I did for the Margaret Thatcher topic, by laying out the areas of archives and gaining a rough idea of what could be found for each, using the knowledge I already have. I know a lot about the history of Evesham already, as it’s the town’s connection to Simon de Montfort, earl of Leicester and that aspect of history that ignited my interest in medieval history. For public records, my original thought was to look into some of the hostility between the Barons and King Henry III in the Second Barons’ War as that is a very important part of Evesham’s history due to the role of Simon de Montfort in that battle. For official records, I began by looking into the town council and see if there were any archives for the work they have done, similarly for deposited archives I wanted to search into key organisations and individuals known to Evesham as significant. For ecclesiastical records, I had a few ideas which I then needed to prioritise. As I attended a Church of England school, I wanted to start by looking into the ties between the church and the school historically, I also wanted to research the land and property owned by the local churches, significantly the Bell Tower, which has significance to the Battle of Evesham and potentially the vicarage, which has been owned by the church for years, however this was significantly harder to find information on. 

Public Records:
For the public records of Evesham I wanted to look into specific important texts to find if the town is mentioned, the most obvious answer for this was the Domesday Book. In the Domesday Book, Evesham’s Abbey, which is now only a ruin, is mentioned and a paragraph on the town can be found. 
· ‘Abbey of St. Mary of Evesham’, Evesham, Worcestershire in Folio 175v of the Domesday Book. National Archives, Kew. 
[E 31/2/1].

Official Records:
After struggling to find many Official Records online, I came across some local places that I believe have archives full of official records, but both do not have public access or online databases. These places include the Almonry Museum, which is the local Evesham museum, within there they have a lot of physical artefacts, especially to do with the Battle of Evesham and it is highly likely that they have done everything they can to keep certain archives on location.
· 1888-1978: records, including plaint and minute books, judges’ note books and case files. 
Held by: Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service.
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/N13708140
[BA 10746]
· c.1870-1960: Stray Attorney Rolls and Newspaper Cuttings.
· Held by: Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service.
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/N13913354
[BA 14525].

Ecclesiastical Records:
Unlike the previous exercise, Ecclesiastical Records were the easiest and most noted type of archive to find for Evesham. They provided valuable information on the stance and actions of the churches in Evesham as well as giving evidence for the nature of Evesham’s Abbey, before its collapse. The Abbey is now known as two churches, with the ruins used as part of the Almonry museum, these churches are All Saints and St Lawrence’s. 
· Evesham Parish Records, Rate Books from 1830-1836. 
Held by: Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service. 
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/55eab729-99b3-4539-a2b3-78a856417017 
[850EVESHAM/8409/9].  
· Service Register for St Lawrence’s and All Saints: 1937-1958.
Held by: Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service. 
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/0f6c254e-aa03-4ba3-9a64-0ae6ebc6776c
[850EVESHAM/8409/4].
· Correspondence of the Hon. Secretary of the Parochial Church Council.
Held by: Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service. 
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/93e9c1dc-68df-4209-abf1-d42e89dfc8c3
[850EVESHAM/2891/2/i].
· Cash Account Book of the Evesham Church Schools Association.
Held by: Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service.
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/0a675b77-bf86-441b-bd37-1a9cb36695a1
[850EVESHAM/2891/1/i].

Deposited Records:
Alike the Official records, I believe that the access to Deposited records on Evesham are not accessible online, instead it would require being granted permission to some of the local museums and churches’ archives.
· Simon de Anet to Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, Quitclaim. 1231-1265. 
Held by: The National Archives, Kew. 
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C5687336
[DL25/2250].

If I were to continue with this area of research, I would start by contacting the Almonry to see what they have available and if and how I could view those pieces. The staff there are very knowledgeable on the history of Evesham and they are closely linked to the Simon de Montfort society, a group who put on a Battle of Evesham celebration every year during the first weekend of August for the anniversary of de Montfort’s death, re-enacting the Battle. I have spoken to them in the past about other projects and I’m sure they would have additional information of where to find archival pieces on Evesham. Therefore, my next steps would be to arrange to speak to both the Almonry Museum, and the Simon de Montfort Society.
image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ——
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





