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Modern Bibliographic Exercise

Marxist historiography lies at the very root of Hall’s political and social beliefs. She is a  Marxist Feminist historian whose work is concerned with colony, slavery, and empire, along with women and gender. Politically, she identifies as being on the left of the Labour party and was an active member of the Women’s Liberation Movement as well as Young Socialists and the youth wing of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.[footnoteRef:1] Writing for an academically inclined audience,  she cites her influences as including Eric Hobsbawm, who she says was ‘one of a group of magnificent Marxist historians’,  the Medievalist Rodney Hilton, EP Thompson and Feminist historian Sally Alexander.[footnoteRef:2]  She has worked with a number of other historians including Keith McClelland and Nicolas Draper, with whom she has published books on Empire and the legacy of slavery.  That she is a Feminist as well as a Marxist is clear, however women have little voice in much of her work regarding the British Empire and are often referred to only in regard to their husbands; some are anonymous. This may be because few records exist, or it maybe because Hall is somehow evidencing the patriarchy of the time.  [1:  Andrew Whitehead, ‘Interviews with the New Left ‘A Very Special Time’: The Personal and the Political and the Genesis of the Women’s Liberation Movement’, History Workshop Journal, 2023;, dbad019, https://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbad019 [accessed 29th November 2023]]  [2:  Catherine Hall, Racial Capitalism: What’s in a Name?, History Workshop Journal, Volume 94, Autumn 2022, Pages 5–21, https://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbac022 [accessed 29th November 2023]] 
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Hall, C.  Racial Capitalism: What’s in a Name?, History Workshop Journal, Volume 94, Autumn 2022, Pages 5–21, https://doi.org/10.1093/hwj/dbac022 [accessed 29th November 2023]

This is a journal article and transcription of a memorial lecture given by Hall to Eric Hobsbawm. In positing the view that ‘British colonial expansion was crucial for capitalist development’[footnoteRef:3], she develops a Marxist Capitalist perspective which argues that plantations and slavery are akin to the notion  of industry and the factory.[footnoteRef:4]    From this she contends that it was not land that was the source of wealth, but the labour which came from slavery and from this she develops the notion of Racial Capitalism.[footnoteRef:5]  Taking this further she cites Jennifer Morgan who argues that, for a woman, her ability to bear children was part of a Marxist capitalist system that was’…harnessed to the capital accumulation of another’.[footnoteRef:6]  Using the work of Edward Long[footnoteRef:7], Hall further develops the image of a binary system which is based solely on black slaves and white masters and while she does discuss the class hierarchy between slaves, she fails to address the bourgeois power of black slave traders and this makes her stance somewhat problematic. [3:  Catherine Hall, Racial Capitalism, p.6]  [4:  Ibid, p. 11]  [5:  Ibid. p. 12]  [6:  Jennifer Morgan IN Hall, ‘Racial Capitalism’,  p.7]  [7:  Edward Long. The History of Jamaica Internet Archive. https://archive.org/details/bim_eighteenth-  century_the-history-of-jamaica-_long-edward_1774_1/mode/2up [accessed 30th November 2023]] 


Hall, C. WHITE, MALE AND MIDDLE CLASS Explorations in Feminism and History. Oxford, Blackwell 1992
This book is a collection of essays written and edited by Hall, which consider the connections between gender and race as well as between gender and class from a Marxist Feminist,  Anglocentric perspective from the Industrial Revolution to the 1850s. As with ‘Racial Capitalism’[footnoteRef:8], Hall begins with a discussion of her own historiography and the influences that have informed her practice, using this as an introduction into the focus of the essays.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  Catherine Hall, ‘Racial Capitalism’]  [9:  Catherine Hall, WHITE, MALE AND MIDDLE CLASS Explorations in Feminism and History. p.3] 

Hall grounds the work in the book with the essay ‘The History of the Housewife’ [footnoteRef:10]. Starting from the fourteenth century to Victorian Britain, she charts a history where housewives were both subservient to men but recognised for their skill, to a place where women are neither seen for their skill or their value. Hall states that little value has been placed on the historical study of the housewife, but this is not evidenced by reference to other studies. Further, shorter essays include ones on Victorian Domestic Ideology[footnoteRef:11] and Gender Divisions and Class Formation[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Catherine Hall, WHITE, MALE AND MIDDLE CLASS Explorations in Feminism and History. p. 43 - 70]  [11:  Catherine Hall, WHITE, MALE AND MIDDLE CLASS Explorations in Feminism and History. p. 75 - 92]  [12:  Catherine Hall, WHITE, MALE AND MIDDLE CLASS Explorations in Feminism and History. p. 94 - 107
] 

Hall, C. Civilising Subjects, Metropole and Colony in the English Imagination 1830 – 1867. Oxford, Blackwell. 2007
In this book, Hall uses her Baptist roots to write two case studies which establishes how English society viewed Empire as being an integral part of being English.  She also attempts to demonstrate  how ‘subjects’ of the empire with seen as ‘other’ and how this was used to determine who was ‘civilised’ and who were ‘savage.’ For the first case study, Hall gives the reader a cast of characters, all of which are male missionaries to tell the tale of how they tried to construct a new life in the aftermath of emancipation. In the other, she reflects on how Birmingham absorbed the notion of Empire into its  cultural identity.  In turn, these studies explore the binary concepts of coloniser and colonies, and metropole and colony. The women in this book appear to be discussed only in relation to the men they are connected to and are often anonymous which this may be challenging for some readers[footnoteRef:13]. [13:  See for example, Catherine Hall, Civilising Subjects, Metropole and Colony in the English Imagination 1830 – 1867. pp. xiii - xviii] 

Hall, C. and Davidoff, L. Family Fortunes, Men and women of the English Middle class 1780 – 1850. (2nd Ed.) Century Hutchinson, London 2002 
‘Family Fortunes is a story of exclusion and contestation, of boundaries which could never be fully fixed, yet had to be dismantled’[footnoteRef:14].  This book explores the role of gender in middle class England from 1780 – 1850 through the lens of three case studies.  Part one explores gender roles as practiced through the evangelical religions from the likes of Hannah More  and Sarah Stickney Ellis, and the shift that encouraged female self-sacrifice.  The second case study is located in the examination of how gender roles were pivotal in the economic successes of the middle classes and how there was little space for women in the marketplace except to support men. Women became the care givers, both physically and spiritually.  Finally, part three considers how the family became separated from the workplace and examines the rise of the suburbs.  Crucial to this work, Hall explores the individual letters, poems, and tracts, and through this, sheds light on the life of men and women in public and private spaces.  [14:  Catherine Hall, Family Fortunes p xv.] 
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