Journal for Medieval Manuscript Studies - Group Meetings – Group 2
Tuesday 2nd February 2016
Attended by: 
Alexandra Redfearn



Lewis Calvert-Lee



Brittney Bailey 



Corrina Dickens



Edmond Claoue 

As this was our first session, we each introduced ourselves to each other as some of us had not met before. 

The next thing we did was look at manuscript images that Lewis had kept from a lecture last year which depicted strange and humorous examples of marginalia such as knight jousting on snails and other odd images.
We also discussed amongst us what kind of subjects we were intending to do:

Lewis - Depictions of snails

Edmund - Changes to how monarchs were drawn throughout the medieval period (though he thought that he might change this)

Corrina - Horses

Brittney - Bible images but throughout the meeting decided that images of the devil could be interesting

Alex - Death

One thing that we agreed on as a group was that we needed more information regarding the work that we had to produce, namely whether we had to focus on European manuscripts or could look at Islamic ones and what the medieval period was defined as. 

Between ourselves, we chose who would do what roles within the group with Corrina taking on the role of leader and myself, Alex, taking on the role of scribe/journal writer. 

Concerning what we felt we had learned, we were all clear on the different symbols for Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and also clearly understood the metalwork style that early Medieval manuscripts appeared to have.

Tuesday 9th February 2016

We were unable to meet as a group this week as a number of members had meetings with lecturers or could not attend. 

It was agreed that a Facebook page would be created so that members could interact and also so that our weekly meeting could be arranged with more ease. 

Friday 19th February 2016
Attended by: 
Edmond Claoue


Alexandra Redfearn


Lewis Calvert-lee
There was no session again today though we had arranged to meet at this time on this day during the lecture on Tuesday. We had corresponded over Facebook and Corrina had stated that she would prefer to meet on Thursday at 2pm but when I asked whether she and any other members were able to meet at then there was no reply. Brittney said that she wasn’t able to attend our meeting earlier today and we heard nothing from Corrina, who hadn’t seen any of the posts on Facebook. 

As a result, when me, Lewis and Edmond met we unanimously decided to postpone the meeting for another week in an attempt to give the missing members the opportunity to attend and on the premise that we would continue to prepare for our individual presentations in the meantime so that we would have a lot to discuss when we met the following week. 
We decided to meet on the next Tuesday at around midday and resolved that if members still did not attend then one of us would get in touch with our lecturer, William, and ask for advice.

Tuesday 23rd February 2016 

Attended by: 
Lewis Calvert-Lee


Alexandra Redfearn

Only myself and Lewis attended this meeting and it appears that Edmond’s absence was due to a misunderstanding regarding what day the meeting was on (which was posted on the Facebook page).

Lewis stated that he was thinking about widening his chosen theme out to the depiction of animals in manuscripts as after some research he had come to the conclusion that his original theme, that of snails and their relationship to knights and nobility, would not provide enough images for him to use in his individual presentation.
I had thought about doing a different theme for my individual presentation which was images that showed the use of medieval cosmetics but I decided against this theme because I found that there were not enough images available to use. Therefore, I reverted back to my original theme of death.

Though we both could initially find relevant images on our themes with a simple Google image search, the origins of the images raised some issues for us. This is because most the images that we found in this way would take us to websites such as Pinterest which rarely provided information regarding the manuscript that the image had been taken from and could not be considered to be a reliable source. Instead, we had both found that Library and Museum websites were some of the best places to find primary image sources though the search engines on them could be difficult to use.

The two of us looked back over our notes from the previous lectures and both clearly understood how to identify carpet pages. We also understood the term naturalism well enough and how this style differentiated from the metalwork-esque designs we had previously looked at.
Tuesday 1st March 2016

Attended by: 
Brittney Bailey


Lewis Calvert-lee


Edmond Claoue 


Alexandra Redfearn

We only had a brief meeting today as a number of the members of the group stated that they were still developing their ideas surrounding their individual presentations and were in the early stages of research.

Edmond stated that his chosen theme had changed from the depictions of monarchs through the medieval period to depictions of Christ.

Brittney stated that she had decided to cover the subject of the ‘Devil’ in her work.

We unanimously decided that we would begin using the Facebook page as an alternative meeting place as since the work on our individual presentations was progressing at different rates, we might not have enough to discuss to warrant a physical meeting, something which we were struggling to organise anyway. We therefore thought that individual members could post updates on their work and their contributions to the journal online, which would then be complied weekly into this journal.

Questions were raised over the other members of our group as we are aware that a few members were added after our group was originally made. We are unsure as to what their names are and as a result are unable to get in contact with them in regards to sorting out a meeting. William said that he would be able to provide us with these names in the near future.
Tuesday 8th March 2016

Attended by:
Lewis Calvert-Lee


Edmond Claoue


Brittney Bailey


Alexandra Redfearn

Today we found out that the lack of contact we had had with Corrina was due to her leaving the University. As a result of this, we had to appoint a new leader which saw Brittney take the position.
I directed the other members in the group to a part of the library where I had found books containing manuscript images and Brittney gave us the address to a website where manuscript illuminations could be found (namely http://www.english.cam.ac.uk/medieval/advanced_search.php). 

When discussing how we were doing finding primary sources, Brittney stated that she was having similar problems with Pinterest but that by following the captions she eventually found that she could find the original source of the image.
We also talked about the different styles of manuscript images that we had learnt about: Romanesque and Gothic. Though we were all relatively comfortable with what dates correlated with the different styles and what the difference between them were, me and Brittney especially had found that there were not particularly any Romanesque images to do with our individual presentations.
Tuesday 15th March 2016

Attended by:
Lewis Calvert-Lee


Edmond Claoue


Brittney Bailey


Alexandra Redfearn

In this meeting talked about the issues that we had with medieval iconography as it was present in some of the sources we had looked at in for our individual presentations.
Our biggest issues lay in the fact that we were finding it difficult to find medieval rather than modern interpretations of symbols and when we did so, they seemed to contradict information we had found elsewhere. The clearest symbol we could determine were items such as an hourglass for the passing of time or death.
We discussed what we had just covered in the lecture as our meeting came immediately after it had finished. Most of the group were still confused over what a Psalter primarily contained so we did a little further research into the matter and found the best description was at the British Library website, which stated that the Psalms were 150 songs which made up a book in the Old Testament.

Tuesday 22nd March 2016

Attended by:
Lewis Calvert-Lee


Edmond Claoue

This meeting was relatively brief because myself and Brittney were unable to attend. As a result of this, Lewis took the notes.
Lewis and Edmond primarily discussed what would happen with the group meetings over Easter and realised that there would be a number of weeks where we would be unable to meet. Therefore, it was decided that this was when we would make the fullest use of the Facebook we had created so that we could stay in contact with each other. 
29th March/ 5th April/ 12th April 2016
There were no meetings during this period as it was the Easter break and members were not available to meet. 

However, this was when we began to use our Facebook page to the fullest as it allowed us to communicate easily and effectively as a group which we would have been unable to do otherwise.

Our discussions on Facebook covered what our deadlines were and how our work was progressing. We also looked at a number of videos that covered how manuscripts were made and particularly about the page and folio numbers on manuscripts, something which had confused us all to some degree. By talking about the issues that we were having in regards to the research for our individual presentations, we found that the rest of the group acted as something of a support network which offered advice and alternative ideas for the problems that we came across (our joint Pinterest issue for instance).
Other than this, we began to look at what we should do for our group presentation with each of us posting a brief description of what we thought that we had learned over the course of the module. We did this so that we could begin to look at what we had in common in regards to what we felt we had learnt and what we had experienced issues with and this formed the initial basis of our group presentation, which we would properly discuss in our next few face-to-face meetings.
Tuesday 19th April 2016
Attended by: Edmond Claoue


 Brittney Bailey


 Lewis Calvert-Lee


 Laura Chapman

I was not able to attend this meeting as I was still away from the University so Lewis took the notes in my place, sending them to me later so that they could be added into this journal.

This was Laura’s first meeting with us because, as she explained, she had previously been unable to attend due to a lecture clash. Laura is intending to cover grotesque imagery in late manuscripts with a special focus on the Danse Macarbe and the book of Engelbert of Nassau.
Edmond stated that he was covering the depictions of Christ in manuscripts from the eighth to the fourteenth centuries. He said that he had made good progress although he was struggling with primary sources.

Lewis had finished his individual presentation on snails and had submitted all of his work.
Brittney is going to cover devil imagery in manuscript images but had been struggling to find manuscripts connected to this kind of imagery. She is placing special attention to the Harley Psalter, part of the Utrecht Psalter. The aim is to cover how the image of the devil changes over time from dragons to bears to demons and the reasons behind this change. 

There was a lot of confusion regarding what we were supposed to be doing for the group presentation which resulted in the decision to cover it in a similar way to how we were doing our individual presentations, focusing on the representation of monastic life in manuscripts. This was resolved in the following days over Facebook and with the information that we received via email from our lecturer.
Tuesday 25th April 2016

Attended by:  Brittney Bailey

  Lewis Calvert-Lee


  Laura Chapman


  Alexandra Redfearn

This was our last meeting before we are due to give the group presentation so this meeting mainly concerned sorting out what we were going to do.

Over the past week, and the course in general, we had struggled to try and determine what we were supposed to put into the group presentation so we looked at the information that the lecturer had provided and each gave our interpretation of what we thought we should do.  

In the end, we decided that each of us should talk about what we thought we had learnt over the course of the module before concluding on the issues that we had come across. Lewis got in touch with Edmond over Facebook and asked him to provide some information for his slide/speaking part. However, in case this did not happen, we decided to have a backup powerpoint ready just in case.
Regarding issues that we had come across, Laura too stated that she had had trouble with finding images on Pinterest and then being unable to determine their origins. Alongside this Laura also felt that she had had a similar experience of the module, having gained a clear understanding of the differences between Romanesque and Gothic styles, the different kinds of manuscripts etc.
To conclude

As a group we felt that we had progressed a decent amount over the course of the module. We felt that we could confidently tell the difference between Romanesque and Gothic images, also being aware of the dates which corresponded with the different styles. Our understanding of the images which were used to represent Matthew, Mark, Luke and John had also increased massively. We also found that the best places to get our primary images from was Library or Museum websites because although Google image search was useful, a number of the members in this group had had issues with being taken to Pinterest and then being unable to find which manuscript the image had come from. The largest issue that we had come across was determining how we would interpret the instructions for our group presentation as we were all unsure as to what was wanted from us. However, we rectified this relatively easily with further information from William, our lecturer, and discussions during our group meetings.
