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The significance of trees within the beliefs and religions of Celtic Britain and Ireland. From pagan beginnings through to Christianisation, were oak trees truly considered the most important, the ‘king’ of trees?


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion
· To identify mentions of trees in the literary sources available from this period. To identify species, botanical characteristics, geographical prevalence and any links to ancient settlements or known sites of worship.
· To argue, using relevant sources, that trees as a whole were considered extremely important and that while certain species of tree could have been mentioned more often in literary sources, it is not demonstrable that any one is more important than another specifically owing to its species.
· To illustrate the remnants of the importance of many species of trees, continues to show in religious practices and beliefs after this period, from early British Christianity through to modern day, including the way this has influenced tree law throughout history.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The current academic discourse on the significance of trees to Celtic Britain and Ireland’s beliefs and religions is extensive. However,  it lacks discussion or demonstrable conclusions regarding any true difference in significance between different species of tree. This thesis aims to examine the sources available regarding the significance of various species of tree in Celtic Britain and Ireland, and then use this information to attempt to identify if there was a hierarchy of importance based on the species; with the intent to identify if oak trees were truly most important as is so often suggested in the media. Celticity and its portrayal in the media have made well known figures of the so-called ‘Celtic Pagans’ of Ancient Britain and Ireland. Bringing up imagery of fairies and elves, alongside mysterious wise-men named druids who practise magic in their woodland groves. While most of what is shown is of course fantasy, the druids were indeed religious figures in pre-Christian Celtic Britain, Ireland and Gaul, and their description by the Greek geographer Strabo, places them as worshipping in groves of oak trees. This recorded link between druids and oak trees seems to have become central to modern media portrayals of Celticity, leading to the oak being proclaimed as the ‘king’ of all trees for the Celts. The oak tree would indeed have been prevalent in Britain, and on the continent, during this age. However, there are many species native to Britain and Ireland which would have been just as prevalent during this time; yew, hazel, rowan, and birch, for example. Ash trees feature often  in Irish and Scottish mythology, and hazel trees play important roles in both Irish and Welsh traditions. The ‘Cad Goddeu’ or  ‘ The Battle of the Trees’ is a Welsh poem found in the book of Taliesin, a 14th Century manuscript which mentions a wide variety of trees and tree symbolism. Bloddeued, the wife of Llew Llaw Gyffes in the Mabinogion is created from the flowers of three specific trees named as broom, meadowsweet and oak. 

While ancient Britain and Ireland may have originally been pagan, the Christianisation of these areas began in the 4th and 5th century. Christianity aimed to supersede the local pagan systems and  they adopted a lot of pagan symbolism into their traditions to make the conversions easier. In the lives of saints there are many examples of tree symbolism, such as in the 12thcentury life of Saint Maedoc, where a dead rod of hazel grew leaves and flowers at his birth and was planted to become a sacred tree.  The church often built over old pagan worship sites such as groves, and even now church grounds are well known for having sacred, or ‘hallow’ yew trees present. With all these differing tree species being mentioned why is it that the oak seems to have prevailed as the most important? Surely there is a higher likelihood that trees as a whole were important symbols to the inhabitants of this age? Considering how forests would have dominated the landscape, it would certainly be understandable.



	Short Introductory Bibliography:
Llyfryddiaeth rhagarweiniol byr
Aldhouse-Green, Miranda Jane, ‘Seeing the Wood for the Trees: The Symbolism of Trees and Wood in Ancient Gaul and Britain’, Research papers for the Centre for Advanced Welsh and Celtic Studies, 17.17 (2000),1-36

Aldhouse-Green, Miranda and Howell, Ray, Celtic Wales, (Cardiff: University of Wales press, 2017)

Barber, Richard, Myths and Legends of the British Isles, (Suffolk: Boydell Press, 1999)

Bede, The ecclesiastical History of the English People, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008)

Bintley, Michael D. J., Trees in the Religions of Early Medieval England, (Suffolk: Boydell Press, 2015)
Birrell, Jean R., ‘The medieval English Forest’ Journal of Forest History, 24.2 (1980), 78-85 <https://doi.org/10.2307/4004501>
Caesar, J. trans. Edwards, H. J., Gallic War, (1917) <https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Caesar/Gallic_War/1A*.html> [Accessed 20 September 2021].
Cross, Tom P. & Slover, Harris Clark, ed. and trans, Ancient Irish Tales, (New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1936) <https://www.ancienttexts.org/library/celtic/ctexts/2maghtured.html>
Cunliffe, Barry, The Ancient Celts, (Oxford: University Press, 2018)

Davidson, Hilda Ellis, The Lost Beliefs of Northern Europe, (London: Routledge Press, 1993)

Davies, Sioned, trans., The Mabinogion, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007)

Green, Miranda J., Exploring the world of the Druids, (London: Thames & Hudson, 1997) 
Green, Miranda J., ed., The Celtic World, (London: Routledge Press, 2005)

Hagender, Fred, The Heritage of Trees, History, Culture and Symbolism, (Edinburgh: Floris Press, 2001)

Hayman, Richard, Trees: Woodlands and Western Civilizaton, (London: Hambledon & London Continuum, 2003)

Hook, Della, Trees in Anglo-Saxon England: Literature, Lore and Landscape, (Suffolk: Boydell Press, 2013)

Kelly, F., Early Irish Farming: A Study Based Mainly on the Law-texts of the 7th and 8th Centuries, (Dublin: Institute for advance studies, 1997).

Low, Mary, Celtic Christianity and Nature, (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1996)

MacLeod, Catriona. ‘Some Late Mediaeval Wood Sculptures in Ireland.’ The Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, 77.1 (1947), 53–62 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/25510602>
McKillop, James, A Dictionary of Celtic Mythology, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998)

Monmouth, Geoffrey of, trans. Thorpe, Lewis, The History of the Kings of Britain, (London: Penguin Books, 1966)

Morton, Andrew, Trees of the Celtic Saints, The Ancient Yews of Wales, (Llanrwst: Gwasg Carreg Gwalch, 2009)
O Hogain, Daithi, The Sacred Isle: Belief and Religion in Pre-Christian Ireland, (Suffolk: Boydell Press, 1999)

O’Sullivan, Aidan. ‘Exploring Past People’s Interactions with Wetland Environments in Ireland.’ Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy. Section C: Archaeology, Celtic Studies, History, Linguistics, Literature, 107.C (2007), 147-203 <http://www.jstor.org/stable/40657902>

Piggott, Stuart, Early Celtic Art: From Its Origins to Its Aftermath, (London: Routledge, 2008)

Ross, Anne, Pagan Celtic Britain: studies in iconography and tradition, (London: Constable, 1993)

Strabo, trans. Jones, H. L., Geography, (1917) <https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Strabo/4A*.html>  [Accessed 20 September 2021].
Tacitus, trans. Jackson, J., The Annals of Tacitus, (1925) <https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Tacitus/Annals/14B*.html>  [Accessed 20 September 2021].
Quentel, Gilles, ‘The Origins of Tree Names in Celtic’, Studia Celtica Posnaniensia 3.1, (2018) 34-46 <doi: 10.2478/scp-2018-0002>

Unknown, The Battle of the Trees in The Book of Taliesin VIII from The Four Ancient Books of Wales, <https://www.ancienttexts.org/library/celtic/ctexts/t08.html>
Unknown, The Life of Maedoc of Ferns,  <https://celt.ucc.ie/published/T201000G/text012.html>  [Accessed 20 September 2021].


	Proposed Supervisor:
Goruchwyliwr awgrymedig



Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – YES/NO

Nodwch a oes angen cymeradwyaeth foesegol ar gyfer y prosiect - OES / NAC OES
Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES/NO
Nodwch a oes digon o adnoddau ar gael ar gyfer y prosiect - OES / NAC OES
The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  
Cytunwyd ar y pwnc, y cynnig a'r goruchwyliwr uchod:

Signed : ……………………………………………………..Programme Director/ 
Llofnod 






  Cyfarwyddwr y rhaglen
Date:……………………………………………………
Dyddiad
Please return this form to your Programme Director.
Dychwelwch y ffurflen hon at eich Cyfarwyddwr Rhaglen.
