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Something Wonderful 

Written in 1951 for Rodgers and Hammerstein’s, “The King and I”, the song “Something Wonderful” was written for the character of Lady Thiang, the King’s head wife. In an appeal, the song is sung to Anna Leonowens, the female protagonist, explaining the complexity of her relationship with the king, persuading her to accept the King for the man he is, despite his flaws, convincing Anna to aid, when British nobles question how worthy he is as a King. With composition by Richard Rodgers, it is not difficult understand why “The King and I” remains a fan favourite 72 years after it first premiered in 1951. Rogers has left a lasting mark in Musical Theatre, beginning his expansive career in early 1920, establishing himself as one of the most influential composers in the industry. In his early career, Rodgers teamed alongside lyricist Lorenz Hart, producing notable work such as “The Boys from Syracuse”, and “Pal Joey” showcasing his craft of memorable melodies and sophisticated lyrics. After Hart’s death in 1943, Rogers began collaboration with Oscar Hammerstein II, creating a series of revolutionary musicals, redefining the “golden age” of Musical Theatre. Alongside “The King and I”, Rodgers and Hammerstein’s created timeless classics such as “Carousel”, “South Pacific”, “Oklahoma!”, and “The Sound of Music”, all of which have stood the test of time, cementing their places as beloved classics in the musical theatre industry. “Something Wonderful” is not the exception to this trend. Having been first introduced in the original Broadway production in 1951, the touching lyrics quickly captured audiences’ hearts, which aided in leading the musical to immense success – winning four Tony Awards, including Best Musical. Following its Broadway debut, “Something Wonderful” became a staple of “The King and I” revivals worldwide. Its popularity led to several film adaptations, notably the 1956 on screen adaption, starring Deborah Kerr and Yul Brynner, which accumulated critical acclaim and multiple Academy Awards, including Best Scoring of a Musical Picture. Over the years, numerous celebrities have covered the ballad, including Nina Simone and Carly Simon, further cementing its place in musical theatre history. Despite the passage of time, “Something Wonderful” continues to encompass audience’s hearts, with its timeless melody and powerful lyrics, ensuring its legacy for generations to come. 

Lost in The Brass

In 2010, we see the writing of “Lost in The Brass” from the musical “Band Geeks!”, written by Mark Allen, Gaby Alter and Tommy Newman. The song follows the character of Laura, a spirited, slightly awkward, determined high school student, who unexpectedly finds herself thrust into the world of being in the marching band. The lively, comedic features of the song mirror Laura, clumsily practicing her trumpet alone, before she is interrupted by Jake, her crush whom she is desperate to impress. Throughout the song, Laura struggles to play her trumpet whilst still determined to win Jake’s attention. She sings about her failed attempts of getting Jake to notice her, how “every time [she] get[‘s] him near” she “fades aways” and “disappears”. Laura’s endearing awkwardness and unwavering determination have allowed audiences to be reflected on stage and thus won over their affections. Mark Allen, Gaby Alter and Tommy Newman were the talented composers behind the musical “Band Geeks!”. Each have notable previous works, including: “The Club” and “Euphoria” – Mark Allen, “29” and “Nobody Loves You” – Gaby Alter, “The Enchanted Cottage” and “Tangles” – Tommy Newman. Each composer often combines pop and catchy memorable melodies throughout their work, which can also be seen throughout the musical “Band Geeks!”. They brought their talents together, collaborating with their unique sounds and created a vibrant and entertaining musical, that celebrates the joys and challenges of high school life – particularly well represented in “Lost in The Brass”. With Tommy Newman and Mark Allen’s shared experience of being in a high school marching band themselves, alongside their musical creativity, they have been successful in making significant contributions to the landscape of contemporary Musical Theatre.  Although the musical began as a staged reading in a New Artists Festival, “Band Geeks!” received its world premiere full-scale production in May 2010 at Goodspeed Musical’s Norma Terris Theatre in Chester, Connecticut. Since its world premiere in 2010, there have been multiple regional productions throughout America, most notably, the 2012 Troy University Department of Theatre and Dance collaboration with Tommy Newman – who previously studied there. Even though there has not yet been a film adaptation of the musical, its popularity has endured, with fans expressing their love for its catchy songs and relatable characters. Overall, “Lost in The Brass” has left a lasting impression on audiences, celebrating the comedic quirks of high school band life, in an entertaining and memorable way. 

Spark of Creation 

Originally sung by the character of Eve, the song “Spark of Creation” from Stephen Schwartz’s “Children of Eden”, Eve finds herself in the Garden of Eden, pondering her existence and her place in the world. She sings of her curiosity, and her desire “burning inside” to explore a create “something made by [her]”. As Eve sings, she addresses her thoughts and feelings to the Creator, expressing her yearning to understand her purpose in the world surrounding her. Through her journey of self-examination throughout the song, Eve’s curiosity leads her to the forbidden fruit from the Tree of Knowledge, ultimately leading to her expulsion from Eden. “Spark of Creation” captures Eve’s inner turmoil and her courage to pursue knowledge and self-discovery, despite the consequences that follow. The song serves as a moving exploration of human curiosity, ambition, and the desire for understanding, setting the stage for the further narrative of “Children of Eden”, following themes of “unconditional love, hope and second chances”. The highly acclaimed composer and lyricist Stephen Schwartz was the magic behind “Children of Eden”, claiming in an interview, the musical is “the favourite of [his shows]” as “it’s the most personal”, believing it to be his best score for a musical. Before “Children of Eden” first performed in January of 1991, Schwartz had numerous successful musicals. At just 23 years old, he wrote “Pippin”, premiering on Broadway in 1972 and earning Schwartz his first Tony Award nomination for Best Original Score. Previously to this, in 1971, Schwartz had already achieved success, with his lyrics for the musical “Godspell”, which has become a beloved classic, a theme which would continue to follow throughout his career. One of Schwartz’s most iconic achievements came in 2003, with the debut of “Wicked”. With its soaring melodies and thought-provoking themes, “Wicked” became a global phenomenon, earning Schwartz widespread acclaim and multiple awards. Throughout his career, Stephen Schwartz has demonstrated a remarkable ability to craft memorable melodies and poignant lyrics that resonate with audiences worldwide. His influence on musical theatre is undeniable, with his works continuing to be performed and admired. Premiering in 1991 at the Prince Edward Theatre in London, “Spark of Creation” quickly became one of the standout songs from the musical, praised for its emotional depth and touching lyrics. Whilst “Children of Eden” hasn’t achieved the same level of mainstream success as some of Schwartz’s work, it has had become a popular choice for school and regional theatres. There have been several covers of “Spark of Creation”, by notable musical theatre icons, such as Alice Fearn and Natalie Weiss who have contributed to the enduring popularity of the song, ensuring it remains a cherished part of Schwartz’s musical legacy. 


Someone Else’s Story 

“Someone Else’s Story” is a poignant song from the 1986 musical “Chess”, originally sung by the character of Svetlana Sergievsky. During the song, Svetlana reflects on her troubled marriage to chess champion, Anatoly Sergievsky, we watch her realization that she must move on from this marriage. She sings of her feelings of betrayal and heartache, ultimately deciding to let go of the past and making her own future. Throughout the song, Svetlana expresses her desire for freedom and independence, singing about a younger girl and the advice she wishes she could have heard herself, before the heart-breaking realisation that she is, in fact, singing to herself, “the trouble is the girl is me”. The composers of “Chess”, Benny Andersson and Björn Ulvaeus, are Swedish musicians and songwriters, best known as members of the iconic pop group, ABBA. Meeting in the late 1960s, the pair began collaborating alongside Anni-Frid Lyngstad and Agnetha Fältskog, forming ABBA. Before their music created the worldwide phenomenon “Mamma Mia!”, the pair worked alongside Time Rice to create a concept album for the musical “Chess”. Premiering in London’s West End in 1986, followed by a Broadway production in 1988, the show received mixed reviews initially, and in the recent 2018 revival, one publicist claimed, “you’d find more meaning and have more fun if you stayed home and played tiddlywinks”. However, “Someone Else’s Story” stood out as a fan favourite, was praised for its emotional depth and has since been included in various revivals and productions of “Chess”. Many performers have lent their talents to the song, such as Kerry Ellis, Cynthia Erivo and Lea Salonga, contributing to its continued recognition. Overall, “Someone Else’s Story” remains a cherished part of the musical “Chess”, resonating with audiences throughout the years. 
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