HPAH4002 – Myth and Art – Jason and the Argonauts (1963)
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For this workshop, we will be watching the 1963 movie Jason and the Argonauts, directed by Don Chaffey and featuring the special effects of Ray Harryhausen. While watching the movie you should consider the questions set out below:

Questions:
1) To what extent could the filmmakers rely on background knowledge for their audience in the story telling and how might this effect their choices? 

2) What do you make of the film’s presentation of Jason and Medea? Why do you think there characterisation may differ from the version we see in ancient literature (notably Apollonius of Rhodes’ Argonautica)?

3) What do you make of the representation of Hercules and how does it differ to some of the versions of Hercules we see in other movies and TV? 

4) What do you make the altering of the narrative, in terms of chronology and characters (as compared to say the Argonautica)? What function do you think this serves? 

5) What do you make of the role the gods play?
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