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Introduction

I would firstly like to reflect on my second task, which was a 1000 word academic report. The topic to this was staff motivation and which methods can be used to enhance it within a business.

Description

This involved taking key elements out of online resources which were on Moodle and by doing independent research on search engines like Google. In addition, the use of Harvard referencing to highlight the importance of staff motivation in a business. Through this assignment, I learnt how to access different resources of information online through Moodle & the UWTSD library. Through this research, I also learnt to analyse to what extent is which resource reliable and useful using the CRAAP test. We were taught into depth how to reference each resource of information. 

How I felt

At first when I saw the assignment, I was a little anxious and confused because I never expected the assignments to be this hard but through the help of peers I was able to persevere with the task at hand. I was thinking it would take me a long time to get used to this degree of difficulty as I only got up to GCSE resulting in no experience to this level of education. 

Evaluation

However, it felt good to be explorative and it felt exciting as it was something new. It also would be a useful skill to have in my life. I could also learn new skills through collaborating with my peers and my lecturers. I learnt how to take key elements out of resources and word them in my own way but also help me save time. However, my only disadvantage is I felt like I needed more support to start with; although I slowly started to understand the assignment and took it as a challenge in order to achieve my goals. 





Analysis

I was able to understand the assignment to a certain extent. From the brief, I knew I had to use 3 out of the 4 sources provided on Moodle and was able enough to identify key elements from each source. However, I was not used to the amount of complex vocabulary on the sites; I had to research some vocabulary so I could understand the resources better. Prior to this assignment, I had no knowledge of referencing but through the resources provided, I was able to apply referencing to my work, however I still feel I have areas of improvement to be able to reference independently and fluently. I felt the need for me to be resilient despite me being unsure with the assignment at hand; I am a person that loves to see progression whether it be me or my peers. With the support of lecturers, I felt a better understanding of the work and I was more able to categorise my work and find factors that would support the main purpose of my article. I found the assignment understandable in a way that it gave me an idea of what to write about each factor and with the resources given, I was able to express my opinions clearer with reasoning.

Conclusion

In conclusion, I would say Task 2 was fairly difficult to do but it was able enough for me to get a grip of understanding. I felt we could have initially had a little support, but given this is an assignment this is understandable. The assignment being difficult gave me an understanding that this is just the beginning and this course won’t be easy. I also understand that I have many areas of improvement but I feel through learning more through my peers and lecturers, I can improve my skills and also my assignments. I felt that I could have elaborated more on some points I made in this assignment so I would have a clearer understanding of the topic and its key terminology. This may have been possible should I had done some more of my own research. Sometimes I felt a little confused; so by exploring more on these subjects of motivation; I think that if I expand my research on this topic I would have a much more clear understanding of the assignment. From my task, I discovered money doesn’t always sweet talk employees; they tend to look for something more or different and that everyone has different ways of working. I learnt that giving is a difficult task for managers as the methods require extra precaution in terms of productivity and efficiency of an individual.
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Introduction

The second task I would like to reflect on was the group activity on week 8. I had to present in a group about a Job Ad. The ad we presented was related to the banking industry.

Description

I learnt what businesses look out for when advertising vacant job positions. I also understood what businesses must include in their advertising. We, as a group, learnt how to delegate: how to share tasks. This is common use in businesses. 

How I felt

I was excited to collaborate with peers but was also anxious at the same time as we never knew each other before so I didn’t know how fluent the presentation would be. It also felt nerve wrecking to present to a new & huge audience but I understood that it is a learning kerb for me in this course. But we had great feedback from the class, however a member had joined our team extremely late, effecting our fluency during the beginning of the presentation.

Evaluation 

In terms of sense, when compared to other assignments this felt simpler as it was group work; which meant we could work together and share our ideas rather than having to use our individual mindset for independent work. If one of us were confused we could explain to each other what something meant. It also helped for future group tasks as we would start getting to know each other better. It felt good to work together but also share to a huge audience as it built my confidence, which would make me more able to ask questions to my lecturers or peers.








Analysis

This task emphasised the importance of peers but also how important teamwork is in any sort of grouped assignment whether it be at an educational institution or a business. I also found it much easier to learn from others rather than lecturers because working together built together a social network and I felt I could understand more about the lessons from them. This links into a quote mentioned by Frykedal Karin Forslund and Chiriac Eva Hammar (2018) ‘Student Collaboration in Group Work: Inclusion as Participation’, International Journal of Disability, Development and Education, VOL. 65, NO. 2, 183–198 [ONLINE] where they state that education has to be moulded for students individually as not everyone has the same abilities. This can only be done through group work.

Conclusion

In conclusion, I felt this task was significant in terms of my progression towards the course. Not only would it give me greater knowledge because of the skillset of my group but also the ability to express myself to lecturers and peers if I had any ideas or concerns. I also believe that no matter how skilled a person is at a certain subject, if there is no chemistry within the group the work is in vain as for a group project to be successful, there must be chemistry. The success of our presentation was because of how determined our group was to make sure nothing went wrong. This was done through regular group meetings and taking feedback from each other in terms of how we could improve. Teamwork consists of two words; team and work. This meant everyone had to work together, not for themselves but for everyone else. 

Action Plan

I felt as a group we did fairly well considering the fact that this was our first grouped assignment. However, we could have been more fluent when presenting our work. I felt I personally should have practiced/rehearsed more with my group. I felt that as a group we could focus on being more straightforward with our points as it will make the presentation more effective and efficient. In businesses, this is what they would do in meetings to make sure the stakeholders knew what the objectives of the business were. 




Final Conclusion

If I reflect on both these assignments I felt it was vital in terms of placing myself of where I am in terms of the knowledge and understanding in this course. It also helped build my skills such as time management and better presenting skills whether it be written work or presentations. Having limits with variables gave me assistance in terms of how I present my work and how much is allocated to each section. In group work, we worked with a time limit which helped us work efficiently. This course helped me develop my progression not only independently but also with peers. These tasks helped create a social platform that was convenient for me when I felt I needed support from other people. It helped me find where I needed to improve in my work through lecturers and when presenting with peers. I was also able to build confidence and independence through individual work in Task 2. Doing group work helped me become more confident to ask for feedback and understand there are resources available to me when I am stuck and understand that mistakes can happen. 























Personal Development Plan

	Targets
	What I need to achieve?
	When do I want to achieve this
	What affects this?
	How can I reach this quicker
	Who can I seek to for support

	Fluency
	Be able to rehearse much efficiently which improves presenting skills
	By the end of the semester
	Outside Interference or Unforeseen Circumstances
	Gain feedback from others
	Lecturers & Peers

	Citation/Refencing
	Be able to reference different types of resources correctly
	By the end of the semester
	Confusion
	Ask for support or use prior resources
	Search Online or ask peers and lecturers for support

	Understanding
	Have more of an understanding in lessons
	By the end of the semester
	Complex vocabulary
	Revision, independent research and asking lecturers specific questions
	Search online, using the library and asking lecturers

	Research
	Be able to research efficiently and analysing how useful resources are
	By the end of the semester
	Lack of understanding on certain resources and how to find how useful they are
	Repetitive practice and prior lesson resources (CRAAP)
	Videos online (Youtube), peers and lecturers, library and Moodle
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