Literature Review
Topic:
What is the perception of body worn video by Police Officers in relation to the impact it has when attending Domestic Related incidents?

Introduction
Within this chapter of this dissertation the analysis of relevant and key sources of literature, which are academically valued, will be the aim to be provide. This with regards to the focused topic of Body Worn Video, the perception of officers within the policing environment on body worn video and finally domestic abuse related incidents within policing. 
In addition to this, this chapter will have the purpose of achieving the first objective to this dissertation which is; To critically analyse and research current and previous literature which is academic and the understanding around the topic of body worn video and the perception of officers have formed in relation to the technology upon domestic related incidents. 
The way in which this objective will be achieved is through the examination of literature acquired from a search of the internet using a search engine called Google Scholar, this search engine navigates through the internet to produce professional and expert textbooks, academic journals, public documents available from the government and verified academic sources.  Literature will also be gathered from the UWTSD online library learning database, this similarly to google scholar is the storage of academic, textbooks, Journals, and articles whereby a database is searched. 
In order to meet the objective as stated above research will be conducted around domestic violence and body worn video for general information surrounding the topic to be understood, this will be reviewed and analysed. This will include what is body worn video what forms this piece of technology and the reasons for, also what domestic violence consists of. To obtain this information around this topic, terms as followed will be searched: “domestic violence”, “body worn video”, “police perception”, and “domestic related incidents”. 

Body Worn Video Used Within Policing
Body worn video cameras also referred to as BWV are cameras which are small in size, that are used by police officers and are attached to the uniform primarily in the chest area. Body Worn Video has the purpose of capturing audio and video evidence when officers attend at incidents. These cameras provide footage from an officer’s perspective where it stores the footage onto an internal storage device before it is uploaded to a police system by officers at the end of their tour of duty (Metropolitan Police, 2023). 
There are a wide range of body worn video cameras available in terms of design however this is not relevant when evaluating their function due to them all having the same collaborative purpose. Nortcliffe (2018) states that all body worn video cameras have the same basic functions which ultimately perform in the same manner. He also states that forces should understand through provided guidance that body worn video devices are effective in the areas of safeguarding data, ensuring that evidence is best captured at scene and the sharing of information and data through partner agencies within the criminal justice system. Body worn video has indicators when recording which make it visible to others that recording is taking place, however there are situation where body worn video cameras are needed to be covert and there is an ability to disable all visible and audible indicator. When applicable officers should also inform persons that the devices ae recording (Nortcliffe, 2018). Body worn video is a vital piece of technology when used correctly by police officers and can act as a form of evidence gathering when initially attending at a scene. This is supported by Nation Police Chiefs Council (2015) who state that some incidents prove that body worn video is vital to police officers where it is unclear if a crime has been committed or if the incident does not amount to a crime, this is because body worn video will capture an initial account and the initial scene. It can help provide accountability and reliability surrounding these areas also assisting with future succeeding investigation. It is noted however this this only works where an investigative mindset is adopted when initially attending at an incident. There are advantages of Body Worn Video some being that it is seen to have public complaints against police reduced internationally and reduce police use of force (Dover and Ariel, 2015). There are however disadvantages of body worn video which have been proven through studies, one being highly focused on the number of assaults of officers with their BWV cameras compared to without. A measure of 15 studies was conducted and the analysis found that there was a 15.0% increase of assaults against police officers who work body work video cameras (College of Policing, 2021). 

Police Perception of Body Worn Video 
Police officers have different perceptions of the use of body worn video and the impact it has on attending incidents, officers also have a variety of opinions of their behaviour and how its impacted by Body worn video cameras. Research has shown a difference in perception prior to body worn video being introduce and before it had been rolled out across police forces. A survey was conducted whereby officers had the opportunity to take part in a 15- 20-minute survey. Of the people the survey was sent out to 91 officers responded demonstrating at 96% response rate (Jenning, Fridell and Lynch, 2014). As a result of this survey findings state that officers would feel comfortable if their organisations adopted body worn video cameras and they would be willing to wear these to carry out their day-to-day work.  They have also stated that they believe the use of body worn videos will impact the behaviours of members of the public including how they present themselves to officers. There were however mixed views on the perception that wearing body worn cameras would improve the behaviour of officers and increase their demonstration of “by-the-book” behaviours. Similarly asked was if officers believed the use of the cameras would improve their colleague’s behaviour when dealing with incidents and members of the public, and a result of this has shown that the perceptions is body worn video will improve the behaviour of staff members. 
Surveys have also been conducted prior to body worn video cameras being given out to officers surrounding the officer’s perception of them and their effects on officer behaviour and how they respond to incidents. It has been demonstrated that the difference in officer support of BWV Cameras before they were introduced and more recently, has shown an increase. This increase was high ranging from 54.1% to 71% (Ellis, Jenkins and Smith. 2015). It was also looked into whether officers perceive that the introduction of body worn video cameras impact on the result at incidents including the form of disposal they undertake. It was found that 79.4% of officers would be less likely to arrest and make stops when their body worn video cameras were used (Wooditch et al. 2020). An overall conclusion found that officers believe BWV cameras will affect the activity of officers. From conducting research, I believe that this is because officers feel that they will be scrutinised more easily/regularly on the decisions that they make bringing their confidence down in the decisions they make. I feel that officers initially were not confident in BWV cameras due to the unknown and not understanding how they would be used however the increase in positive officer perception to BWV cameras comes as a result of seeing their benefits to responding to incidents. Officer perception on body worn video is relevant to my topic as it is part of the focus of my topic question, I found that there is limited research on the link between officer’s perception of body worn video and the impacts it has on responding to domestic violence related incidents. 

Public Perception on Body Worn Video
It is important for members of the public to support body worn video as since the technology has been introduced it is used on a daily basis in most incidents that officers attended. Officers attend incident and activate their body worn video cameras when attending incident and members of the public are expected to accept this technology and understand that it is being used. Prior to the introduction of body worn video a survey was conducted on whether it was believed members of the public would support body worn cameras, this resulted in a range of 66.7% to 75.2% saying that citizens/members of the public would be supportive of the introduction of body worn cameras ‌(Demir, M., 2022). 
It was considered by researchers how they anticipated members of the pubic would react with body worn video and it was initially anticipated that those with most negative views of police would demonstrate the most support of body worn cameras, however it was surprising to researchers when the opposite was actually found to be true. The people who had positive views of the police as an organisation with the opinion that investigations were conducted fairly and that people were treated fairly accordingly, were found to be in the supporting group of body worn video being introduced. Also found through research was that those people most concerned about crime in their area were less able to see the benefits of the technology, however, this does not mean that this is a link to public perception of fear of crime, the performance of officers and the opinion that police officers are not conducting their role and investigations properly (Pys.org, 2017). Chapman (2018) talk about the benefits of body worn video and states that there is greater compliance from the public when officers make commands and there are fewer complaints as a result of the cameras. Whereby officers informed the public that the cameras were recording there was a change in behaviour from the public. From this I have formed the understanding that members of the public see body worn cameras and think more about the consequences of their actions, showing that they perceive body worn video to be an evidence gatherer brining to light the view of police officers.  This is relevant to my topic question as it enables me to understand the overall perception of the use of body worn video from the view of the public. Persons involved in domestic related incidents are members of the public, so it is important to gather a range of research to develop a balanced understanding of how people see the technology.
Domestic Violence 
Domestic Violence is not once specific act but is build up of many forms, it can include multiple perpetrators based in a family setting an any person can be a victim of domestic abuse or violence. There are more than seven forms of domestic abuse NCDV (2019) explain this stating that domestic violence can be explained as the violent form of abuse in a domestic environment where behaviour is displayed as threatening or controlling and can be between persons who are/ have been intimate partners and those over the age of 16. For the matter to become domestic it can also include any carers who are members of the family and are perpetrators. NCDV explains that a persons can become a victim of domestic violence, and this is regardless to age, gender, ethnicity, sexuality, background or socio-economic status. The intimate relationship may have ended however this still falls under domestic abuse. The first form is coercive control, and this is the behaviours where a perpetrator uses power or control to abuse another person, this can include having control of money and finances ensuring that the victim does not have access. NCDV state that another form is emotional abuse which is associated with coercive control as emotion abuse forms a lot within coercive control, this can include playing down the abuse or denying that it is happening in the first place. More forms of domestic abuse include threats and intimidation such as damage to property belonging to the victim and making threats to kill, stalking and harassment which includes intrusive behaviour amounting to following someone, physical abuse including chocking and punching, also sexual abuse which is the unwanted sexual demands amounting to rape. There are multiple charities which offers support of domestic violence, and this includes support via webchats, phone call, text and shelters. Some commonly used charities include ‘Women’s Aid,’ ‘Live Frear Free,’ and NHS (GOV.UK, 2018). 
It was found that a total of 691,710 nonfatal violent victimisations had been committed in the United States in the year 2001, these were all caused by intimate partners. There were also 1,247 incidents/ crimes committed which resulted in fatality once again committed by intimate partners. Both of these numbers only contribute to 20% of crime against women in the United States which is Violent (Rennison, 2003).  Since this date domestic violence has only become larger in volume as a crime and there are more victims today including males and females. Smith et al (2018) supports this and states that within the United States 1 in 7 men and around 1 in 3 women are affected by domestic violence. This increase was impacted greatly by the COVID-19 Pandemic due to isolation and containment, being unable to leave the house. Attention was drawn to spikes in police calls which were domestic violence related in various United States cities during COVID-19 period. This drawn upon by Borsep et al (2020) who also states that an example of this is from the San Antonio Police Department who revealed an increase of 18% in calls between March 2020 and March 2019. 
Conclusion
It is apparent that there is information surrounding body worn video, what it consists of how its build and how it operates. This is important to understand as my topic area includes body worn video and it is supported by the surrounding current research. There is also clear evidence when it comes to police perception on body worn video that there is no clear perceptions and there are mixed views, this suggesting that a variety of officers support them and a variety not so much. There are however limitations on the opinion of police officers, on whether BWV cameras have benefits and what these are. This is the same surrounding public perception however the information on public perception and whether BWV cameras impact behaviour of officers and the public was limited. 
The link between police officers’ perception on body worn video cameras and attending domestic violence related incidents was limited. Therefore, I am going to conduct research in order to gain a better understand of this and fill a gap in this research area. 
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