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[bookmark: _Int_lJaSm2fh][bookmark: _Int_0rFbAghW][bookmark: _Int_UZxeJm39][bookmark: _Int_QKV28cbo][bookmark: _Int_0QyrYp6q][bookmark: _Int_Bp6HxGBB][bookmark: _Int_0AGd9pxj][bookmark: _Int_11OIDFif][bookmark: _Int_uNk22y48][bookmark: _Int_JI69KNvO][bookmark: _Int_v1wrxYkz]This assignment will explore the role of the police within the justice system in England and Wales. It is clear that the police have a significant and in fact extremely active role in the criminal justice system. This is stated in McKee (2023). This source explains that police officers are essential to the criminal justice system. An example of the police being essential is their role of enforcing the laws. Furthermore, this assignment will convey and consider how the police fulfil their role, to not only the justice system but to the public also. The following assignment will also include discussions around important topics and fundamentals of the police service and justice system. Reform suggestions will also be present in this assignment along with a detailed conclusion. Within the police there are a strict rules and guidelines that all officers and police staff must adhere to. They must also enforce the laws of the United Kingdom. They do this by using pieces of legislation that allow them to carry out their roles and duties. An example of one of the pieces of legislation that they use is the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. This can be seen in the recent police legislation and powers (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984). The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 in summary is the code of practice that all serving police officers must follow. This is displayed in HMICFRS (2023). PACE 1984 also attempts to strike an appropriate balance between the public's rights and freedoms and the powers granted to the police. This explanation is supported by GOV.UK (2023). This source provides an overview of the PACE 1984 and details how police officers can use the act to carry out their duties and therefore play an active role in the criminal justice system. Another method that the police force in the United Kingdom use to combat crime is stop and search. Stop and search involves a police officer stopping an individual that they suspect of being a criminal. The main objective of stop and search is to provide police with the ability to confirm or mitigate concerns about suspicious persons without arrest. This is supported by the College of Policing (2024). This infers that stop and search is an important power that the police must and do in fact use on a regular basis. This important statutory power helps the police fulfil their role to the justice system. This is because stop and search will allow the police to detain more criminals, therefore keeping the public safe and providing the justice system with criminals to prosecute. A vital power that the police have is the ability to arrest a person who they suspect of committing an offence. To put it simply the police would not be able to fulfil any role or meet any expectation placed upon them. This is because having arresting powers allows the police to be able to arrest any criminals. It can be seen that across England and Wales the police do arrest a sizeable number of suspected criminals. Between April 2021 and March 2022, For crimes that required producing a crime report, more than 650 thousand people were arrested and taken into custody. This data is for across forces in England and Wales. This data is present in, the website GOV.UK (2023). This source displays the arresting figures between the previously mentioned dates of April 2021 and March 2022. The source also infers that the police do arrest a substantial number of individuals for notifiable offences. From this it is clear to see that the arresting powers that the police have are vastly important to both the police and the justice system. During the arrest or investigation, the police officers must treat the suspect in accordance with PACE. An example of this is an arresting officer reading the arrestee their rights. After the police have arrested a suspect, they will escort him to a custody suite within the force's jurisdiction. It is here that they must ensure that they also treat the suspect in accordance with their rights. If the officers in question do not treat the suspect correctly, then they risk a claim of wrongful arrest or false imprisonment. This is shown in Anwar (2022). This source explains what wrongful arrest is and what could constitute a wrongful arrest or false imprisonment claim Disciplinary action could also be sought depending on the severity of the mistreatment. This displays that the police must treat suspects in accordance with their rights and in respect to the arrest and treatment procedures. This is relevant to how significant the polices role within the justice system in England and Wales really is. This is because if the police regularly mistreated suspects, then they would not be able to provide the justice system with suspects to prosecute. Therefore, meaning that the treatment of suspects to a good standard is extremely relevant to the polices role within the justice system in England and Wales. Another matter that is extremely important to how the police fulfil their role to the Justice system is human rights. Human rights must be considered within any decision made within the police, especially regarding the welfare of suspects and victims of crime. When exercising police powers that may interfere with an individual's rights, the police must conform to the law, according to the European Court of Human Rights. The source Murdoch and Roche (2013) supports this in detail. This source provides police officers with steps that they can take to ensure that human rights is a part of the work that they carry out daily. This is pertinent to the police force's role within the justice system because if a police officer did not ensure or conform to a person's human rights then the case, against the suspect, would not be viable. Furthermore, the justice system would not be able prosecute the suspect as the police would have disregarded the suspects human rights. This is shown in section 6 of the Act (Human Rights Act 1998). The European Convention on Human Rights is incorporated into UK law via this piece of legislation, which also makes it illegal for law enforcement officials, including the National Crime Agency and Border Force, to conduct themselves in a way that violates an individual's human rights. As the police and justice system are a public body, they must be regularly scrutinised so that they can be seen as transparent, and any mistakes made are revealed to the public. One reform suggestion is that the college of policing should be reformed in order to give it the purpose of ensuring reform within the police force.  It should have the authority to impose necessary professional standards on every police officer. Shown in The Police Foundation (2022). This source displays a list of policing reform proposals. Although a significant reform on the college of policing would be quite beneficial, the college of policing's main role of supporting and developing policing. Another reform suggestion is that there should be an investment in technology, training, and front-line policing will modernise the service from top to bottom. This would increase the public's trust in the police significantly as new training would mean that fewer mistakes are made. On the other hand, this reform suggestion would take quite a long time to implement as new training and technology would cost a significant amount of money. To conclude, the police force, plays a significant and highly functioning role in the justice system in England and Wales. This is clear in regards to the police providing the justice system with suspects to prosecute. There are also many ways in which the police fulfill their role to the justice system. They do this by arresting suspects, providing a solid case for the prosecution, treating suspects correctly and conforming to the human rights act. The police will conform to the human rights act to ensure that they do not jeoparadise any potential case for the justice system. The police clearly do in fact have an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system.























Legal Process Assignment 2 – Reference List
Anwar, S. (2022) Wrongful arrest – what does it mean? Available At: https://www.saunders.co.uk/news/wrongful-arrest-what-does-it-mean/#:~:text=If%20you%20were%20the%20victim,force%20was%20used%20on%20arrest.&text=There%20are%20strict%20time%20limits%20to%20bring%20compensation%20claims%20against%20the%20police. (Accessed on 11/01/2024)
College of Policing (2024) When is stop and search used. Available At: https://www.college.police.uk/app/stop-and-search/stop-and-search (Accessed on 5/01/2024)
GOV.UK (2023) Ethnicity facts and figures. Available At: https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/crime-justice-and-the-law/policing/number-of-arrests/latest/#main-facts-and-figures (Accessed on 5/01/2024)
HMICFRS (2023) Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) codes of practice. Available At: https://hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/glossary/police-criminal-evidence-act-1984/ (Accessed on 11/01/2024)
Home Office (2023) Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) codes of practice. Available At:https://www.gov.uk/guidance/police-and-criminal-evidence-act-1984-pace-codes-of-practice  (Accessed On (28/12/2023)

Human Rights Act 1998, s.6(1). Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents (Accessed on 11/01/2024)

McKee, A. (2023) Role of Police Officers in the Criminal Justice System. Available At: https://docmckee.com/cj/docs-cj-faq/role-of-police-officers-in-the-criminal-justice-system/ (Accessed On 28/12/2023)

Murdoch, J. and Roche, R. (2013) The European Convention and Human Rights and Policing. Available At: https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/handbook_european_convention_police_eng (Accessed on 11/01/2024)
Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Available At: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/60/contents (Accessed on (28/12/2023)
The Police Foundation (2022) New landmark report into future of policing proposes most fundamental reform for a generation. Available At: https://www.police-foundation.org.uk/news/19573-2/#:~:text=The%20report%20makes%20a%20number,is%20designed%20out%20at%20source. (Accessed on 11/01/2024)






