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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _Toc134297387]Introduction
The research will emphasise the benefits and drawbacks of Magistrates. The talk will begin with a quick introduction to the Magistrate, followed by a discussion of the UK Magistrate. This will contain a description of the magistrate's primary qualities and duties. In addition, there will be debates about court closures and proof of a few benefits and drawbacks, as well as a few improvements.
[bookmark: _Toc134297388]1. What is a Magistrate?
Magistrates are volunteers who hear criminal and family issues in their community. They often work in groups of three and are instructed by a legal counsel. Magistrates refer the most serious offences to the Crown Court and can impose punishments such as fines, community service, and up to a year in jail (Service.gov.uk, 2023). In family disputes, magistrates can set child custody agreements, enforce child support obligations, and prevent domestic violence. They can seek counsel from the guardian of the kid or a family court adviser. They do not need legal training but must display crucial characteristics such as fairness, understanding, communication skills, self-awareness, and professionalism (GOV.UK, 2023). They have the assistance of a legally certified justice adviser. The minimum age to become one is 18, and they are appointed for at least five years before retiring at the age of 75.
[bookmark: _Toc134297389]2. A discussion about magistrates in the United Kingdom
In England and Wales, magistrates' courts are lower-level tribunals having predominantly criminal jurisdiction, presided over by a panel of lay, unpaid judges. Magistrates hear a wide range of offences and are instructed on legal matters by a clerk. Unless they conduct preparatory to-trial inquiries in significant cases, proceedings are open. Criminal charges are initially presented before magistrates' courts, while more severe accusations are committed for trial in the Crown Court. People do not need professional qualifications or legal training to become magistrates, but they must satisfy certain qualifying conditions (GOV.UK, 2023). These requirements include being between the ages of 18 and 74, possessing the necessary personal traits, and displaying excellent conduct. Magistrates are supposed to serve for at least 5 years and to be in court at least 13 days a year. Training involves 3 to 5 days in the first year and 1 to 2 days every year after that. Magistrates are not paid, however, they can claim travel and subsistence allowances. Conflicts of interest, such as employment related to the criminal justice system or prisons in criminal courts, private detectives, and individuals who work for the prison service in family courts, might prohibit someone from being a judge (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc134297390]3. What are the main responsibilities?
Magistrates preside over a variety of court proceedings, including jury selection in criminal trials and pre-trial hearings. In addition, they handle misdemeanour cases, issue warrants and summonses, set bail, hold preliminary and examination hearings, administer oaths, write reports and recommendations for higher court judges, issue emergency orders, and preside over grand jury selection, arraignments, and naturalisation ceremonies. They also deal with post-trial issues and sit on court committees (magistrates-association.org.uk, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc134297391]4. Thesis
“Determining mode of trial: an analysis of decision making in magistrates courts” thesis provides a structural study of the activities of magistrates' courts through an assessment of the magistracy's historical history. This demonstrates that the magistracy, in its contemporary form, was founded as a lesser court of summary justice particularly to operate as an expedient mechanism of punishing small criminals with a purposeful disdain for due process rights (Cammiss, 2004). The basic premise of these theses is that the specific type of justice delivered in the lower courts of England and Wales represents the compromise achieved between the two sectors of the ruling class during the era when the modern magistracy was formed.
[bookmark: _Toc134297392]5. Court closures
Over half of England and Wales magistrates’ courts have closed since 2010, with 162 of the 323 courts closing. As a result, defendants, witnesses, attorneys, and justices of the peace have had to travel up to 50 kilometres to get local justice. The Ministry of Justice's efficiency exercise is linked to the need to produce funding for a £1.2 billion digital transformation programme, which came under scrutiny after court computer systems failed (Bowcott and Duncan, 2019). The administration justifies the closures by claiming that crime rates have decreased and that several courthouses are operating at less than 40% capacity. Critics believe that savings will only be realised by shifting costs to other agencies.
[bookmark: _Toc134297393]6. Characteristics 
The main characteristics of magistrates are the following: 
1. All the magistrates tend to have a good character which makes it easier for them to be transparent when it comes to providing justice. 
2. They are all socially aware as they make judgements mostly based on social cases. 
3. Most of the magistrates pass judgements that are sound and informed. 
4. Other most important characteristics of magistrates include understanding the situation and scenarios and communicating well with the individuals (magistrates-association.org.uk, 2023).
5. They are always committed towards their work and show reliability.
6. They have a good temperament which makes it easier for them to understand the situation and analyse it properly.
Besides, the lay magistrates of the UK normally get appointed without any legal qualifications. They need to be 18 years old to 65 years old and retirement takes place usually at 70 years old. Moreover, the magistrates need to live in the same area where they would work. This helps them to form a good relationship with the locals and understand the people over there properly.
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll][bookmark: _Toc134297394]7. Evidence of advantages and disadvantages
In the UK, magistrates are said to be volunteer judges who can preside over cases in both the civil and criminal courts. The advantages and disadvantages are as follows:
Advantages 
· Since they are volunteers mostly hence the cost to employ them is low compared to professional judges. This makes the system cost-effective (Mori, 2019). 
· Magistrates have to live in the local area where they will work. This increases the chances of them having better local knowledge. They are familiar with the local community and understand the local concerns and issues.
· They impose a wider representation as they are mostly selected from a broad array of professions and backgrounds. Hence, magistrates tend to have a broad and diverse perspective towards the justice system (Mori, 2019).
Disadvantages 
· Magistrates however tend to have limited expertise as they are not legally trained. Hence, they may not be able to handle legally complex issues. This may also lead to giving incorrect decisions. 
· They can be biased at times as they stay at a particular place for a long time. Over the years, magistrates tend to develop good relationships with the local police and local community (Mori, 2019). This may lead to making incorrect and biased judgments that may be always in the favour of the locals.
· Magistrates moreover do not have adequate powers regarding sentencing powers. Hence, in many cases, they may lack producing proper judgments.
[bookmark: _Toc134297395]8. Reforms
The UK government has given magistrates increased sentencing powers, allowing them to impose any penalty of up to one year in jail for crimes such as theft, violence, and fraud. The new guidelines seek to give the Crown Court more time each year and lessen the backlog (The Legists, 2022). The Magistrates Association is pleased with the new provisions, although the Law Society and the Howard League for Penal Reform have expressed concern. Clients should be informed that they now risk heavier terms in Magistrates Court.
[bookmark: _Toc134297396]9. Conclusion
The research explored magistrates, focusing on the magistrate in the United Kingdom. It has examined the benefits and drawbacks of them. According to the findings of the study, Magistrates have strong local ties that help them make decisions. Furthermore, they exhibit features such as social awareness and effective communication abilities. The report also discussed changes, court closures, and the primary roles of magistrates.
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