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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 



500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





As a children’s social worker it is important to understand adult safeguarding, in order to differentiate between procedures and ensure the correct protocols are followed to efficiently safeguard both children and adults. The main legislation underpinning adult safeguarding is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 [SSWBWA], Mental Capacity Act 2005 [MCA], Mental Health Act 2007, Working Together to Safeguard People, Equality Act 2010 and Human Rights Act 1998 – The European Convention of Human Rights.

The SSWBWA founded the National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales, the Board is primarily responsible for protection and prevention of adults and children.  There are six regional safeguarding boards who are tasked with reviewing procedures and disseminating knowledge about best practice.  Additionally safeguarding boards ensure the suitability and relevance of national rules and procedures (National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales, 2024).

Section 126(1) of the SSWBWA defines an “adult at risk” as an adult who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect; has needs for care and support or is unable to protect himself or herself against abuse or neglect or the risk of it (Welsh Government, 2019). The SSWBWA offers the legal foundation for enhancing people's well-being; safeguarding is covered in section 7 of this law, which also serves as the basis for the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019; enquiries are conducted in accordance with S.126.  The Wales Safeguarding Procedures acknowledge other laws and were created to help practitioners implement the SSWBWA's legal responsibilities such as Domestic Abuse (Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015.

When choosing how to respond to a concern or accusation of adult safeguarding, the adult's permission is a crucial consideration. Because of their age, fragility, or disability, adults with care and support needs may not always be unable to defend themselves against abuse, neglect, or exploitation by others. Their capacity to make and act upon informed decisions free from coercion or pressure may be impacted by these needs. When someone requires care and support and are being abused or is in danger of being abused, professional judgment is needed.
Thought must be given to capacity, the likelihood of coercion, and to the nature and effect of the needs (Welsh Government, 2019).

All safeguarding matters and decisions should take into account the legal obligations of the MCA.   The MCA has five statutory principles-presumption of capacity, assisting individuals in making their own decisions, unwise decisions and least restrictive option that support the legal obligations under the Act.  A person is seen to lack capacity if they are unable to comprehend knowledge, remember it or consider it when making a decision. In addition to being decision and time specific, capacity can also change.  A person lacking capacity should have their best interests discussed by people and professionals in their lives, this must be recorded in a Best Interest Meeting (Social Care Wales, 2023).

The local authority has the lead role in making enquiries into safeguarding cases, where criminal activity is suspected, the police will clarify whether a criminal investigation is appropriate.  A criminal investigation takes priority over all other enquiries, they may run simultaneously. A collaborative approach by multi-agencies should be agreed to ensure that the best interests and personal wishes of the adult are considered throughout, even if they do not wish to support a prosecution. 

Word count: 550





	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





[bookmark: _GoBack]The Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 is one framework for safeguarding both Adults and Children, it details the responsibilities of the practitioner in Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 [SSWBWA] under section 126 for adults and section 130 for children.  If a child is at risk S.47 of the Children Act 1989 is followed, there are clear guidelines and processes, such as initial child protection conferences, emergency protection orders, exclusion orders or child assessment orders.  Children’s safeguarding procedures are more rigorous than adult guidelines.  

For adults enquiries carried out under section 126 of SSWBWA may decide no further action.  Brammer (2010) voiced concerns about the flaws in adult safeguarding, pointing out that the Children Act of 1989 clearly requires that any allegations of serious harm to children be investigated. Section 127 of SSWBWA considers the need for an Adult Protection and Support Order [APSO] but only in cases when attempts at less intrusive solutions have failed or are very likely to fail, will an application for an APSO be made (Western Bay Safeguarding Board, 2024).

The Gillick competency test is used to determine if a child under 16, is mature enough to make their own decisions and comprehend the consequences of such decisions.  Professionals who deal with children must strike a balance between their duty to keep them safe and their obligation to listen to their preferences.  The child’s age, maturity and mental aptitude are taken into consideration (NSPCC, 2022).  However the legal principle under the Children Act 1989 is the “welfare of the child is paramount”.

Safeguarding adults differs significantly from protecting children since adults have the freedom to self-determination.  According to Human Rights Act 1998, in particular Article 8 “right to a private and family life” adults judged capable of making their own decisions can do so, it is okay to make unwise decisions.  Since abusers typically deny victims of their human rights, coercive behaviour should be addressed as part of safeguarding protocols. Coercive control results in fear permeating every aspect of a victim’s life and unseen chains.  By taking away an adults freedom and decreasing their capacity for action, it aims to restrict their human rights (Home Office, 2023).

Adults have the right to make unwise decisions under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, when it is determined an adult lacks the mental capacity to comprehend their circumstances and that they are being harmed or abused, the Local Authority is empowered to step in and make decisions that are in their best interest. 

Word count: 419
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