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Consider your research…

What?

What is your 

research?

Why?

Why do you 

want to do the 

research?

Where? 
Where are you 

going to 

conduct your 

research? 

When? 
When are you 

going to complete 

each stage? 

Who? 
Who will be 

your 

participants? 



An example:

How can we improve xxx through the 

use of xxx in xxx?



Operational Definitions 

 An operational definition:

 Must be valid for and specific to the research – it must be used to 

gather data to help you address your research question;

 Is always context-specific, designed for each research project. 

Matthew and Ross, 2010 

An operational definition, when applied to data collection, is a 

clear, concise detailed definition of a measure. The need for 

operational definitions is fundamental when collecting all types of 

data. It is particularly important when a decision is being made 

about whether something is correct or incorrect, or when a visual 

check is being made where there is room for confusion. 





Operational Definitions 



Reflect on… 

 Have you operationalised the concepts in your research 
question?

 Do your definitions enable you to get data that will answer 
your questions? 

 Do your definitions help you to describe the concept in terms 
you can identify and measure?

 Will you be collecting data from or about the people and 
situations you say you are?

 Are your definitions specific to the context and culture setting 
of your research?

 Are you sure that you are able to get the data you think you 
are getting?
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Test your question






