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This is my reflective account looking at two areas of how literature and professional experience has challenged my beliefs and assumptions about how schools respond to opportunities and challenges within their communities. Firstly, the use of Welsh in English medium schools. Secondly, I am looking at inclusion of Children with Specific Learning Needs or a physical disability. My perceptions about the Welsh language, and how it is used in education has been challenged since starting at University and from working at my placement school. My assumptions are based on my own experiences of school, my son’s education here in Wales and from living in Pembrokeshire. I have always had the assumption that the Welsh language was taught as an additional language within English mediums schools here in Wales.  I moved to Pembrokeshire from England during year eight, so did not experience primary education in Wales. Since starting University, I have been surprised by the number of staff and pupils whose first language is Welsh. During both of my children education in Pembrokeshire no Welsh homework has been set. I believed that the only Welsh used outside of the subject specific lessons was greetings and the register. I have always had the assumption that the Welsh language was taught as an additional language within English mediums primary schools in Wales. I believed any additional Welsh was taught during one short lesson a week where children learnt a few nouns, greeting, colours and numbers. Another of my misconception is around who would be considered as having additional learning needs. I always assumed it would be children with a diagnosis. However, from my bridging experience and during lectures at University I now know it could be any child who is not meeting certain targets within school. My perception of the full concept of what an inclusive education means, and the benefits associated with it have also been changed. I have always thought it was as simple as being included in a mainstream setting and having the same experiences and expectations as their peers. I have always assumed inclusion is only for the benefit of the individual, however I now believe that the community also benefits from a truly inclusive education. Children within the school can benefit from increased appreciation and acceptance of individual differences (Kids Together, 2010). This should help acceptance and respect within local communities and workplaces as adults. 
[bookmark: _Hlk31199380]During my school placement I have realised that Welsh its more than just a taught language within the classroom.  Primary education is increasingly moving towards being bilingual within English medium schools. It is used alongside most lessons and throughout the day. For example, in my placement school, even in nursery, during circle time, the children are expected to try and answer in Welsh and interact with peers using Welsh and not just English. During the school’s foundation phase assembly each week one child from every class is rewarded for their use of Welsh. This encourages children to use Welsh more often. The results from the 2001 census showed 28.4% of people aged three or above living in Wales had some welsh language, a total of 797717 people. If we just look at three to fifteen-year olds the percentage increases to 31.2%. When we look at over 65’s in 2001 the percentage was much lower at 17%.  Although this does not show the level of fluency (Aitchison and Carter, 2004). If you compare this to the 2011 census the overall number has dropped to 19%, which is 562016 people. This shows that during that decade over all ages from three, Wales lost 235701 people who had some Welsh language. However, looking at the age categories five to nine the percentage is 38.2%, and ten to fourteen-year olds, the percentage is 42.2% (Welsh Government,2012).  Although the age categories are not the same on both census’s we can see an increase in school age children even though the total for all ages has decreased. From this data I conclude that language within education has impacted these numbers. This is because if lesser adults know Welsh, therefore children must be learning it outside of the home and wider community. This identifies to me the importance of my own Welsh language knowledge and the impact that this will have on the pupils I teach. The Welsh Ministers’ strategy called Cymraeg 2050 aim is to see the number of people able to enjoy speaking and using Welsh reach a million by 2050.   The Welsh Government want all learners to have the opportunity to be bilingual. In order to reach a million speakers, we will need to increase the number of learners in English-medium schools that succeed in acquiring the language (Welsh Government, 2017).
There are different types of additional learning needs which can be categorised by the child being on a school action plan, school action plan plus, or a child who has a statement (Griggs, 2010). In 2019 the percentage of children in one of these categories was 24.1% (Welsh Government, 2019). This statistic illustrates the importance of ensuring the curriculum is accessible to everyone and promotes the best outcome for every child. Ofsted (2003) identified good practice within a school, where to ensure inclusion the teachers used this checklist during planning sessions:
1. Consider the most appropriate grouping arrangement.
2. Consider the support needed for ICT. 
3. Include Multi-sensory resources for each part of the lesson.
4. Personal targets incorporated into the learning objectives.
5. Opportunities for independent learning embedded in the planning.)
6. Ensure a clear next step for learning.
(Briggs, 2010)
Inclusion is more than allowing a child with additional needs to join in. To be truly inclusive a school must consider every individual in every decision in makes. Inclusion must be thought about during the planning of every lesson, each environment within the school and trips or extracurricular activities are planned. For example, in my bridging school there is wide doors and flat surfaces throughout the building and every wing has a disabled toilet, this ensures there are no physical barriers to learning. In the classroom every activity is accessible to all and groups and are set up in mixed abilities. This ensures everyone feels valued and not set apart by ability. Another reason for mixed ability grouping is to use the more knowledgeable pupil to enhance other pupils learning. Vygotsky (Pound, 2006) supports this with his theory, called the ‘zone of proximal development’, which describes the gap between what a child can do and what they can do with the help of someone more knowledgeable or skilled. 
Reflecting on my assumptions and how they have been challenged, I now need to consider how I develop as an effective student teacher. My current knowledge of the Welsh language is very limited. To overcome this, I have started Welsh lessons as part of my course at the University. I have also started to use a digital welsh language program called Duolingo. To succeed in the QTS description of professional learning I will need to show commitment and a pro-active approach to incremental development of personal skills in the use of Welsh (EWC, 2020). For the new curriculum in Wales Professor Donaldson (2015) recommended that everyone should learn Welsh up to the age of 16 and there should be a focus on learning Welsh to communicate. He also advised the Welsh Government should make the Welsh language qualifications at 16 focus on speaking and listening and using Welsh in the workplace. I am aware that Welsh is a language which I will have to work on for the rest of my career in order to be a successful teacher here in Wales.
To ensure I create the right inclusive environment, I will need to consider everyone on an individual basis within the class, considering their strengths and weakness. I will need to ensure I am challenging everyone, the lower attaining children as well as the more able pupils to ensure everyone progresses with their learning. This will be required for the QTS pedagogy influencing, within the Challenge and expectations section, where I will need to be committed to providing appropriate levels of challenge and expectations for the range of student abilities and characteristics, highly motivating learners to achieve (EWC, 2020). I will need to ensure that continuous and the enhanced provisions within the classroom and outdoors are accessible to everyone. One way of achieving inclusive learning is by planning my lessons with lots of play-based activities. Play can offer all children the chance to explore and learn at their own pace within their own stage of development (Pound, 2006). Another method of teaching in an inclusive way will be to adopt a cross-curricular way of teaching. Cross-curricular approaches to teaching should provide an inclusive and participatory of learning opportunities. Within a curriculum where each subject has parity of prestige, there would be no need for a special needs group, because children would be encouraged to work from their strengths (Barnes, 2011). This will also fit with the new Welsh Curriculum for 2022 which will promote collaboration and cross-disciplinary planning, learning and teaching. This will enable learners to build connections and combine different experiences, knowledge and skills (Welsh Government, 2020). By providing an inclusive learning environment I will be giving all children the opportunity to meet all four purposes of the new curriculum.

The four purposes are that all children and young people will be:
· Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives.
· Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work.
· Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world.
· Healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.
(Welsh Government, 2015)

If a school environment was not fully inclusive, some pupils would not have the confidence, knowledge or skills to fulfil these purposes.
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