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Introduction
Within this assignment there will be a critique of the Wales Wellbeing of Future Generation Act 2015. The Act which was put into professionals practice in 2015 seeks to improve the overall health and wellbeing of the future generations by incorporating practices amongst health services to improve wellbeing, Health and Sustainable Development for the current and future population.
It is imperative that as a society we must adapt and change to forecasted future developments such as climate change also a rise in poverty and severe health inequalities amongst classes. However, this can only be achieved by working together to create a stronger unity amongst community’s which in turn will make a more prosperous wales. This act can be seen as a global leading development to ensure the wellbeing of individuals from all backgrounds and provides resources to insure that we keep our country striving for as long as possible. This law places a duty upon the public sector to incorporate the (Government, 2015). As outlined within the Act by the Welsh Government (2017) the main principles to be met are sociological, environmental, cultural and economic needs of Wales. There are five main key perspectives including long term thinking, prevention, collaboration, integration and involvement, (public health Network Cymru 2018). the Welsh Government (2017) set out seven goals which are 
· A prosperous Wales
· A resilient Wales
· A healthier Wales
· A more equal Wales
· A wales of cohesive communities
· A wales of vibrant culture and thriving welsh language
· A globally responsible wales 
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Background 

The legislation of Wales wellbeing and future generations Act 2015 can be seen as a relatively new piece of legislation and is regarded as the leading global act, Wales can be seen to be leading the way for the rest of the world to follow with this legislation which puts our country at the front of the list for ensuring the future wellbeing of generations to come to create a fairer and prosperous society. British law puts legal stances upon the public sectors to carry the stated wellbeing objectives that are intended to contribute to the achievement of each of the well-being goals. Public bodies have a requirement to announce a statement of purpose when setting out the objectives, clarifying how the objective will help them to meet the seven goals and how they have connected the sustainable development principle. There is also a requirement to put forward yearly reports that illustrate the progression of the Act, altogether there are 44 public bodies to date that have been listed including;
· Local Authorities
· Ministers
· Local Health Boards
· Fire and Rescue Services
· Local Authorities
· Schools, Libraries, Museums,
· Arts Councils 
· Sports Councils
· National Resources Wales 
· And any other services that the public utilizes such as schools, refuse collections, Doctors, Hospitals ECT.   (Government, 2016).
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Ashwell as public bodies there is a requirement upon public service boards to contribute and enhance the social, economic, environmental and cultural focus within their own areas with a focus upon collaboration amongst administrative services in Wales. In addition to public bodies, the Act also forms Public Service Boards, the purpose is to contribute to the enhancement of Social, Economic, Environmental and Cultural wellbeing in the local areas whilst reinforcing joint working overall public administration services in Wales. PSB have the obligation to outline and implement local wellbeing plans and execute set objectives (Action, 2018, A).

	Public Service Boards
	

	Anglesey and Gwynedd
	Blaenau Gwent
	Bridgend
	Caerphilly
	

	Carmarthenshire
	Ceredigion
	Conwy and Denbighshire
	Merthyr and RCT - Cwm Taf
	


	Monmouthshire
	Newport
	NPT
	Pembrokeshire
	

	Swansea
	 Torfaen
	Vale of Glamorgan
	Wrexham
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Critique
This section of the critique will discuss and analyse the seven wellbeing goals that are set out in the act, furthermore there will be a detailed analyse of two of the seven goals will focus on each of the seven wellbeing goals to determine their value within the Act. Although the goals are unique and different within their focuses they all share the same value in that the proposed outcome for each goal is to help Wales strive and to enable public services to promote wellbeing for current and future generations ultimately making our country a more positive place to live. 

A Prosperous Wales
The first goal to be discussed is “a prosperous Wales” this goal is set about to tackle areas such as climate and global environment, to help achieve a more prosperous wales it is imperative that we all must adapt to climate and all do our part to reduce carbons and recycle. There are several current initiatives already in place to achieve this which is enabling Wales to be one of the best country’s for using recycling disposable promotions. The welsh Government has further plans to enforce statutory guidance for councils to ensure targets are being met. Current figures a national target of 58% for household recycling with Wales already ahead by an average of 63%. This leaves the leading way as their third in the world for household recycling rates (Gelepsie, 2018)
A prosperous Wales can only be achieved by developing more prosperous opportunity’s that will give individuals a sense of purpose and empowerment to improve their own wellbeing, opportunity’s must be provided for individuals to develop skills and education to achieve valuable job opportunity to create a more balanced equality of life. 
The issue of global warming and greenhouse gasses is heard widely amongst society, however within recent years there has been particular focus upon the subject due to new advancements in technology’s and research the issue has now been accepted by government as a serious cause for concern. On the 21 March 2019 prosperity for all was published by the Welsh government (2019) titled – a Low Carbon Wales, which a piece of framework aimed to reduce emissions. It is essential that problems such as climate change are tackled as a point of urgency as (Luff, 2019) suggest We have a small gap of time to slow the progression of climate change rapidly spiralling out of control with unpredictable severe weather events becoming a regular basis, droughts, floods which have severe impact not 
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only on human life but animals that are on the brink of distinction .the IPCC climate change report that was published March 2018 can be seen as the main contributor that made the government Act in serious manner upon reducing the impact upon our climate. By becoming a low carbon Wales, we will not only reduce the speed of climate change but will also allow the people of Wales to live a healthier and cleaner life with less polluted air that has lower risks of respiratory conditions such as COPD and asthma. (Relations, 2013). The government have taken steps to incorporate the reduction of climate change within the Act which incorporates sustainable development to put climate change towards the forefront of government policy. To back the future wellbeing generations Act 2015 the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 has been introduced. The Act helps to inforce change within society that reduce the rate of climate change by reducing greenhouse gases in the means of things like renewable energy (Government 2017) (Unilever, 2018) states the Act not only looks to tackle future climate changes but helps to deal with existing changes that have already took place. 
(NASA, 2018) express concerns that it may be to late to prevent some of the serious predictions of rapid climate change. Even if there were to be significant changes made today in the way we take care of our planet some changes are irrevocable Nasa (2018) suggest if we stopped producing greenhouse gases today, global warming would continue to happen for at least several more decades, and even centuries. The reason for this is mainly due to the planets ability to clear the damage such as our oceans (for example, the oceans) to respond, and because carbon dioxide – the predominant heat-trapping gas – lingers in the atmosphere for hundreds of years. There is a time lag between what we do and when we feel it. However, this should not be used as a scape goat to do nothing, we still have the opportunity and chance to make a change for the future of not only our country but our planet (Rood, 2017). Whilst the idea to get everyone in Wales to work together to create a more prosperous Wales, it must be noted that there are significant inequalities across the country. The Joseph Roundtree Foundation found that 710,000 are living in poverty (Foundation, 2018).
This can create issues within areas as reducing climate change is not exactly at the top of people’s agendas when you are struggling to afford the basic requirements in life such as food and shelter.
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A Resilient Wales
A more resilient Wales can be described as how our nation reacts to issues and how it seeks to resolve them in a timely and effective manner.  A report carried out for the National Assembly for Wales Research Service to determine how resilient Wales is showed some parts of our ecosystem improving whilst other areas increasing. (Macdonald, 2017) one point raised within the report was the quality of waters within Welsh rivers had seen slight improvements within the last 20 years. It is suggested that this is the result of improvements made to sewerage systems. However, only 37% of all freshwater bodies (groundwater and surface water) defined by the EU Water Framework Directive achieved ‘good’ or better overall status in 2015. Soil quality has seen little if any improvements within the last 20 years. SoNaRR defines a resilient ecosystem as one that can resist, recover from, or adapt to a ‘disturbance’, whilst still being able to deliver services and benefits now and in the future. A ‘disturbance’ can be a ‘one-off shock event or a long-term continuous pressure’. Resilience at a national level can be described by the diversity, connectivity, condition and extent of ecosystems. This can be quantified by analysing indicators for the four broad classes of natural resources; air; soil; water; and animals, plants and other organisms. To Become a Resilient Wales, the whole country, need to contribute to healthy ways to support the ecosystem and create economic and ecological resilience by not only slow down climate change but by adapting to cope with the inevitable impacts it shall bring. natural resources such as Air, Water, Wildlife, Plants and soil help to provide us with basic needs such as health, energy and enjoyment (Wales, 2016, B).  

A Healthier Wales 
To incorporate a healthier Wales this goal was put forward within the Act. To ensure this goal is being achieved the welsh government commissioned a review of the future generations health and social care wellbeing (Government, 2019)
 Dr Ruth Hussey, commissioned a group of international experts and called for a “revolution from within to drive the changes we need to see in our health and social care system” in order to achieve the required future changes that must be made to support the changing future generations. The National health service can be seen to be the biggest attributer to helping sustain a healthier Wales. When Aneurin Bevan first created the NHS on July 5 1948 on the principle that free healthcare should be available to all regardless of wealth and status (NHS, 2019)
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The 3 main principles were:
· The needs of all were met 
·  free at the point of delivery
· To be based on the medical need and not the ability to pay 
The creation the NHS can be seen as a major game changer in health that would be far too vast to calculate the effectiveness and positive impact it has had. However, the NHS was created in 1948 where life expectancy rates were a lot lower than today with medical advancements and medications making people live a lot longer with more complex health needs. The NHS was not designed for this and it is the opinion of this critique there needs to be radical and bold change to sustain and support a future generation. To create a healthier Wales both mental and physical health need to be addressed as a hole. The welsh government can be seen to be engaging support to ensure a healthier Wales through campaigns like healthy schools which promotes 5 fruit and vegetables a day and the provision of school lunches that are based on a  healthy diet (Association, 2018)Whilst such moves can be praised for their effort the Government can be seen to compromise their efforts, whilst healthier eating and exercise programmes have been rolled out at schools the withdrawal of free school meals for families on low incomes has also been withdrawn, hitting the most vulnerable in our society 
An Equal Wales
This goal of a more equal Wales can be described as being a place where individuals are treated fairly regardless of their class, wealth, gender, sexual orientation and religion. To become a more equal Wales society needs to empower each other by providing job opportunities through education. Individuals need to be treated more fairly and have opportunities open to them regardless of their backgrounds. However, this goal can be seen to be somewhat ambiguous. Welsh government 2019 suggest to become a more equal Wales opportunity for all must be provided and intern this will increase life expectancy rates and reduce inequalities within health and socioeconomics. Inequalities have been well documented in areas such as environmental, education, gender, disability and ethnicity (WHO 2019). According to welsh government (2019) 28% of the population in Wales suffer deprivation and 13% of people have high risk factors of living in long term poverty. There are figures from Rice (2006) to suggest there is a total of 1.6 million children within Wales who live in below 
7
standard housing conditions. children who are raised in poverty have much higher
 risk factors of developing unhealthy lifestyles in adulthood. (childrens society, 2019) Risk factors can include
· abuse, violence as well as poverty in adulthood
· poor physical and mental health.
·  low sense of well-being.
· Poor education.
· employment difficulties in adult life.
· Experience social deprivation.
· stigmatised and bullying
to create a more equal Wales area such as child hood poverty must be addressed to improve childhood outcomes. Jeremy Hunt (2014) outlines guidance to tackle inequalities including the responsibility and accountability to organisations. However, within this statement there is no suggestion to how this will be achieved, there seems to be a lot of talk of what needs to be done to tackle such areas of inequalities but not a lot of action and suggestions of how.
The national Assembly for Wales (2015) suggest in order to tackle deprivation it is essential that the needs of a person are assessed and measured in accordance to food, warmth and shelter. Within the united Kingdome there are currently 14 million people living in poverty and deprivation. 4.5 million are under 16. Trussell Trust, (2019).  Between April 2017 and March 2018, the reliance of food banks scored with 1.3 million emergency food parcels being required, this is a 13% incline in comparison to 2016. These figures suggest that the goal is unrealistic and clearly current measures in place are inadequate to support the goal with trends not just staying the same but an increase since the Act was brought about.
A Wales of cohesive communities
A Wales of cohesive communities can be defined as an area of safe and connected community’s working together as one regardless of beliefs. To make a cohesive Wales community must interact and be more understanding of others and come together to live a healthier lifestyle both mentally and physically within a safe environment. To help achieve this goal it is essential that environment is more attractive and appealing. The RSPB suggest children living in Wales are somewhat disconnected to nature despite Wales having some of the most areas of 
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outstanding natural beauty (Vaughan, 2013) in order to address this issue the goal seeks to implement regeneration to areas. One area that is seeing this sort of change is Swansea with the new regeneration programme set to be under the way. Rob Stewart states that the area will see a “one-of-a-kind arena would see Swansea become a major destination for tours, acts, conferences and events.
Furthermore, Rob Stewart states that: "Local residents and businesses will soon see a transformed city centre that is a truly great place to spend time, live, work and enjoy” (BBC, 2018) however many could argue that the evergrowing poverty, drug culture and crime rates the city has seen within recent years cannot be resolved by the errection of an arena and the development of endless student accomadation. The regeneration proggramme can also be critisised in that it seems to be catering mainly to students who are not from the area and to people who already hold some financial status. This can be seen from the plans to bring expensive outlets and a London type nightlife. However the proggrame must be praised as there are plans to place 5 palm trees and a small patch of grass (astroturfe) on one of the city streets. 

A Wales of Vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
Wales has previously been known for its thriving culture and the Welsh language. The goal sets about to promote this and to ensure the Welsh language doesn’t fade out and flourishes. The language in recent years can be seen to be encouraged amongst the society, with free welsh language courses and universities offering initiatives to learn and speak the language. In 2011 principles for the language were put into practice to authorities must comply to with, standard 145 places an obligation on authorities to create and publish a five year strategy aimed at promoting the Welsh language (Commissioner, 2011). The Welsh language is also compulsory within Welsh schools. There was also an investment of £300,000 in 2017 to enable individuals to take part in culture and heritage arts and sports within Wales (Government 2017)

A globally responsible Wales
This goal is currently high on the list of Welsh government. (Government, 2015) the main objective can be seen to create a more positive effort to contribute to global wellbeing, efforts such as recycling schemes have been rolled out across the country which has seen Wales become the 3rd leader in recycling.
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The WFGA, 2015 has been developed to ensure that all the individuals in Wales are treated equally and have the same opportunities open to them regardless and that by implementing changes now will ensure that the future generations also have the same standards available to them (Action, 2018, B). This will require that people work together on initiatives that will support individuals in improving their economic state so that they then may be able to access social and cultural events,

Recommendations for Improvement
· encourage and promote cultural themes and interests 
· more collaboration for communities.
· More options and equality amongst society e.g. access to good quality foods 
· More additional training and employment opportunities for the people of Wales rather than outsourcing from outside the country 
Conclusion
The Act can be seen as a good initiative with good ideas that aim to improve the current and future generations. However, these goals will not be achieved immediately and will have to be revised and adapted as time goes on. Also there needs to be more management into how these goals are implemented, as mentioned within the critique there are regeneration plans that costs millions of pounds yet the government have targeted the most vulnerable people by cutting free school meals for children whose parents are on low incomes. Organisations must work together to empower people to create a more sustainable Wales.
. 
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