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TASK 01
An academic report on blended learning and traditional classroom learning.
SECTION 1
Pros and cons of blended learning in university learning
Oxford dictionary defines blended learning as the kind of learning that uses both electronic and face-to-face learning. Electronic learning is through mobile phones and laptops, while face-to-face learning is how students interact with the teacher in the classroom. (Anon., n.d.) Blended learning uses different styles and modes of teaching to make the process of learning even more effective. (Heinze & Proctor, 2004) Even in blended learning, at times, students have to attend brick and mortar colleges in the presence of a teacher. (Hamad, 2017) This section deals with the pros and cons of blended learning. Studies have shown that blended learning results in more engagement of students in class. We know many students are shy, or they genuinely feel reluctant to speak up in face-to-face classrooms. These students express their ideas efficiently in online classes. Moreover, these blended studies have provided students with a little bit of autonomy. They get the freedom to complete their tasks whenever they want while scheduling their study hours and work hours. This counts for university students  who have part-time jobs. One of the most significant benefits of online classes is that students don’t have to travel to their institutes. This saves their bus fares. Some students live quite a distance from their education place, so they have to travel daily. This traveling consumes a lot of energy and quality time. Blended classrooms help these students save their time, energy, and resources. Many students don’t like to travel to their universities, so these blended classrooms allow them to gain an education without traveling. This increases the number of students enrolled in a college or school. Digital resources have helped students to gain access to a lot of courses and study materials. (Weitzel, 2021) 
On the other hand, the most considerable harm of blended learning is the lack of social interaction between teacher and student. Educators have to help many students who are not much efficient and are dependent on others. During online classes, educators are not able to do this. This communication gap between both of them hurts the grooming of students. (Heinze & Proctor, 2004) During blended learning, many of the tasks are to be done online using references from digital resources. This creates problems for those who don’t have access to those. (Anon., 2021) For example, when online classes gained fame during the COVID 19 outbreak, many students in underdeveloped areas didn’t have laptops and the equipment required. There were signal issues in many areas. University life is meant to groom a student. If a student stays home, how will he learn human interaction? Such students become introverts and antisocial and then face problems at their workplace. Human interaction is essential for the perfect grooming of a student. 
SECTION 2
Pros and cons of traditional classrooms in the HE sector.
Traditional learning is an old methodology that is essentially teacher-centered. A traditional classroom has the following characteristics:
1. Desks are facing a chalkboard. The teacher teaches on the chalkboard.
2. The teacher has to decide what the students will do in-class time.
3. The teacher teaches using textbooks and doesn’t accept anything outside the textbook.
4. Students are given less or no chance to speak while the teacher speaks all the time.
5. Instead of making small groups and instructing them, the teacher instructs the whole class at a single time (Cuban, 1993)
Just like everything else, traditional classroom learning has some pros and cons. Some benefits of the traditional classroom are discussed as follows. One of the most significant advantages of the traditional classroom is the healthy interaction between teacher and student. A teacher has a very crucial role in this society. He has to clear the confusion of his students and give them the best advice suitable to their situation. In a traditional classroom, students get a chance to talk to the teacher face-to-face. Secondly, a traditional institute has a proper system of exams and assessments. Such institutes have clubs for extracurricular and co-curricular activities. (Poudel, 2019) Participation in these activities stimulates the growth of students. They learn the interaction with other humans and carry out daily life activities with the maintenance of societal norms. A student studying online can never learn all of these things. Thirdly, traditional learning teaches the students to work under pressure. Working under pressure is nothing less than a talent. You have to complete the task without spoiling it and taking hold of your nerves. Workers have to get used to it in office life. Fourthly, there are many degrees like the Doctor of Pharmacy in which lab work holds a top place. You can’t take a lab session online. You won’t learn anything unless you perform it by yourself. Traditional classrooms give you a chance to enhance your practical skills. Fifthly, traditional classrooms give you a chance for social interaction, enhancing your confidence to speak in public. ( Papadopoulou, 2020)
Similarly, the traditional classroom has its cons. Firstly, traditional classrooms have a rigid schedule. They don’t allow the student to make a personal schedule. Just because of this, many students who work part-time have to give up on their jobs. Secondly, a traditional classroom costs more than an online one. (Anon., n.d.) The expenses are high because of the tuition fee and many other expenses including clothing, conveyance, cafeteria, and club expenses. This becomes unaffordable for many of the middle-class or lower-middle-class students. Thirdly, traditional classrooms are crowded with students. Many students find it hard to study with many other students present in the class. As mentioned earlier, traditional learning is based on textbooks, so students learn something new. Or we can say they don’t get a chance to do something innovative as the final assessment is based on the textbooks. (Poudel, 2019)

SECTION 3
Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and in the present. Support your arguments using evidence and examples.
Traditional teaching is related to “memorizing and reciting.” In old times, students would recite the lesson on their turn, and the teacher would teach them. (Foundation, 2017) Traditional learning is called so because of its relation with the conventional and old methodology. This old method didn’t allow the students to do something innovative or out of the textbook. It forced the students to cram or memorize the stuff. While the new method is related to “critical and creative thinking.” This new method encourages the students to invent new ways of learning and critically think over the facts mentioned in their textbooks. This new method has helped in the expansion of research fields. Students of a particular degree do a critical analysis of the methods and processes in their textbooks, research them and invent a more effective process. It is like how early people used to think that Earth was flat, but then their descendants found and proved that Earth is elliptical. 
Similarly, blended learning has turned the tables of learning and teaching. Many online institutes have come into existence since this kind of learning came into being. Now many universities have both online and on-campus classes. Lab sessions are held on-campus, while some more accessible topics are taught through video lectures. These universities record lectures and upload them on student portals from where students can access them. An example of this is the LMS of many academies and colleges of Pakistan. KIPS provides recorded lectures to its students for better understanding, while PGC uploads 3D lectures on the portals of its students. These 3D lectures help the students understand the processes better. In the same way, nearly all universities make student portals. Students are assigned assignments through them, and then students submit their assignments on portals. These are some examples of blended education in Pakistan. 
COVID 19 pandemic outbreak paralyzed activities in many fields of life, including education. Remote teaching was immediately introduced to save the students from academic loss. (Noor, et al., 2020) COVID 19 pandemic triggered online classes all around the globe. Last year, nearly 1.2 billion children were out of school. ( Papadopoulou, 2020) Nearly all schools started online classes. Not only schools but colleges and universities also had to start online classes. This event told the world the importance of organized classes. COVID 19 has been taken under control in many parts of the world, so on-campus classes have resumed. While in many countries, online classes are still there. It was the time when applications like Zoom, Google Meet, and Microsoft Teams came to fame. From educational lectures to office meetings, all shifted to these applications.
SECTION 4
Recommendations you would make based on your evaluations.
Blended learning can be called an integration of both face-to-face and online learning. (Graham, 2013) It is not just our teaching process that is blended; it is our entire world. We have blended things to such an extent that we can not identify the individual entities of the blend. (Dziuban, et al., 2017) We have blended humans with information technology. It has become a part of our lives, and our survival depends on it. Our teaching and learning system has evolved to be called “blended,” and I think we can’t help it now. Educational institutes should work to provide impeccably blended learning to students. They should schedule everything, and along with online teaching, traditional teaching should also be carried on-traditional teaching in the sense of physical classrooms and lab sessions. Institutes should schedule in campus days and online days. Some courses that are easy to fathom should be kept online, while courses with necessary labs should be kept on-campus. Researches show that blended learning improves the student success ratio. (Dziuban & Patsy, 2011) A student should be given a little bit of freedom. This includes freedom of mind, freedom of thinking and freedom of expression. Traditional learning doesn’t give students this learning. Students should have the right to decide from which sources they want to learn and from which sources they want to do their assignments. There are all sorts of students; some want to research from books, while some want to research from websites. Some want to access books from libraries, while some want to access e-books. 
The term “blended learning” is misused. (Oliver & Trigwell, 2005) The methodology of blended learning is used to do traditional learning. Many universities have just used the term blended learning and did not truly understand it. They might be teaching through digital devices but just teaching is not enough. In many parts of the world, only teaching matters, and they never consider the learner’s point of view. It never even matters there. In my opinion, if a university or college wants to use blended learning, they should use it in its true sense and not the “comparatively spoiled and friendly to teacher” sense.
Also, if a country wants to propagate online classes, it should provide the proper equipment to the students. During COVID 19 outbreak, many students faced unsolvable issues during online classes. Students who lived in remote areas faced signal and connectivity issues. Slow internet and load-shedding were the top problems in Pakistan. (Noor, et al., 2020) Furthermore, improper equipment and study environment were also the top problems for students belonging to the middle class. These troubles just made the already difficult education even more difficult. The government needs to fix these problems. These problems were always there and lay unaddressed, but the COVID 19 crisis brought light to them. I recommend that the government ensure the availability of gadgets and adequately train the students as the world is shifting to blended education. 













                                                  Bibliography
Papadopoulou, A., 2020. Online Classes vs Traditional Classes. [Online] 
Available at: http://www.learnworlds.com
Anon., 2021. Everything You Need to Know About Blended Learning. [Online] 
Available at: http://www.futurelearn.com
Anon., n.d. Online education vs Traditional Education: Which One is Better for You?. [Online] 
Available at: http://www.classgap.com
Anon., n.d. The Definition of Blended Learning. [Online] 
Available at: http://www.teachthought.com
[Accessed 11 November 2021].
Cuban, L., 1993. How Teachers Taught. 2nd ed. s.l.:s.n.
Dziuban, C. et al., 2017. Blended Learning: The New Normal and Emerging Technologies. International Journal of Educational Technology in Higher Education, 15(3).
Dziuban, C. & Patsy, M., 2011. A Course is a Course is a Course: Factor Invariance in Student Evaluation of Online, Blended and Face-to-Face Learning Environments. The Internet and Higher Education, 14(4).
Foundation, S. P., 2017. Teaching Methods: Traditional vs Modern. [Online] 
Available at: http://www.sixthform.stephenperse.com
Graham, C. R., 2013. Emerging Practice and Research in Blended Learning. In: Handbook of Distance Education. s.l.:s.n., pp. 333-350.
Hamad, M. M., 2017. Pros and Cons of Using Blackboard Collaboration Method for Blended Learning in Students' Learning Outcomes. Higher Education Studies, 7(2).
Heinze, A. & Proctor, C., 2004. Reflections on the Use of Blended Learning. Education in a Changing Environment.
Noor, S., Ali, M. N. & Husnine, S. M., 2020. Performance of Online Classes in Lahore, Pakistan During Covid-19. Performance Improvement, 59(9).
Oliver, M. & Trigwell, K., 2005. Can ‘Blended Learning’ Be Redeemed?. 
Poudel, D., 2019. Pros and Cons of Traditional Schools. [Online] 
Available at: http://www.honestproscons.com
Weitzel, A., 2021. 7 Advantages of Blended Learning Programs. [Online] 
Available at: http://www.coursekey.com




























