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Introduction:
Industrial and agricultural revolutions have made it possible to meet the needs of the rising population of the planet earth. But these kinds of revolutions have also come with some negative impacts on the sustainability of the resources of the earth. The rise of pollution and extra consumption of resources with no checks and balances are drawing our attention in order to move from the linear form of economy to new modes of the economy. In this way, the concept of a circular economy has been generated (Blowfield, 2013, p 33). This is the concept that is helpful to meet the needs of the present while not compromising on the requirements of the future. We can say this is the concept used for the sustainable means of production and consumption by human beings. So is the case with the hospitality and tourism sector. It is because of the fact that the conscious level of the travelers has increased and they are demanding eco-friendly products to be provided to them for consumption in hotels. That is why this kind of changed mindset is becoming the cause of compelling force for the management of the hospitality industry to shift their focus from traditional to circular economy principles of working (Aronssen, 2000, p 98).
What is linear economy?
The concept of a linear economy considers the perception that the resources of our planet are unlimited. This kind of model has the main focus just on the economy while ignoring the social and ecological impacts. The basic elements of this kind of model are like make, use, discard, and belief on unlimited resources. The ultimate result is the stress on the planet and human beings in the form of pollution, diseases, shortage of resources, etc. The process is happening because of the easy availability of the resources at very low prices and that is why it has resulted in the exploitation of the resources at a greater level (Curtin, 2012, p 45). That is why the voices are gaining importance that this kind of concept should be checked. Unfortunately, most of the sector of the hospitality industry is also using this form of concept at large scale, becoming the cause of release of many pollutants.
What is circular economy?
The concept of the circular economy is considered to be the solution of the traditional or linear form of economy. This concept says that instead of making, using, and discarding the product we have to make every possibility to get benefit from the products as long as possible. We have to extract maximum benefit from the life of the product. This would result in the rise of strategies like reuse, reduce, and recycle the products. The ultimate result would be the reduction of consumption of fuel and pollution. This concept has also positive impacts on the economies of the world (Brebbia, 2004, p 126). This concept mainly focuses on the sustainable use of the resources with the combination of the increase of social responsibility. Now the awareness among the travelers has increased and they are expecting that the hotel and tourism sector must focus its way of working on this kind of concept.
Circular economy and the sector of hospitality and hotel industry:
The circular economy and the process of working in the hotel and hospitality industry have a very close relationship now. The tourists are going to make plans regarding their trips. After reaching the destination, he or she is going to use the local transport, the use of the accommodation facilities, and the consumption of food materials at the site during the time of stay. After the completion of the tour of any kind of place, he or she travels back to his or her home destination and the cycle goes on. In all these steps it is imperative to note that the kinds of products being consumed during all his or her trip should be produced in an environmentally friendly way. This is important as the consumption results in wastages and could become the cause of the pollution of the respective tourist’s site (Edgell, 2006, p 76). So the management of the hospitality and hotel industry must acknowledge the fact that the provision of the resources for the tourist must not pollute the environment as it could demotivate other tourists to visit the site. So this kind of industry has a very close relationship with the circular economy concepts.
Methodologies related to circular economies related to hotel industry in different countries:
Different countries in the world are adapting to the concept of a circular economy in the hospitality industry by forming different policies and devising methodologies with the help of which the sustainable use of the resources could be made possible. Some examples follow:
The important decisions were made by the house of commons of the UK to make the concept of circular economy in streamline to the reforms being made in taxation in 2014. This kind of policy and strategies involved giving benefits of the reuse and the recycling of the products and also involved small scale to large scale corporations in the recovery of the materials and has special attention for the hospitality industry also (Capplen, 2015, p 67). This policy also involves making prohibitions and penalties of the hotels involved in the use of the product which cannot be used again. That is why the concept is thriving in the United Kingdom.
The government of Denmark has started an awareness program in the form of an initiative that has a slogan like Denmark without waste. This technique is clearly showing the intentions of the government to move from the linear economy to the circular economy. The government has started giving funds to many hotels and tourist organizations involved in the sustainable use of resources (Deng, 2006, p 175). The concept of recycling hotel waste is considered to be the first step towards sustainable growth of the economy.
A country like Singapore has a clear policy of least possible waste with ultimate investments from the public and private funds on the generation of the ideas and then their implementations to make it possible that sustainable use of the resources could help the thriving economy by involving many hospitality industries also. The agreement between the government and non-governmental organizations in the form of the Singapore packaging agreement has the main focus on the reduction of the waste generated from the packaging. With this strategy, the country has saved nearly 30 billion dollars in the last five years (Callnan, 2017, p 234).
Why shifting from linear to circular is important in hotel industry?
The concept of circular economy has immense importance as many economists have realized that shifting from the traditional form of the economy towards circular will be helpful in the sustainable growth of the economies especially in the field of hotels and hospitality industry. The negative impacts of the linear economy in the form of massive unchecked exploitation of the resources and pollution are becoming the cause of threatening the very existence of the human race on earth (Novelli, 2005, p 65). It has been estimated that till 2030 the linear economy will not be able to provide resources. The other estimates show that if the transition from linear to a circular economy are possible, in only one region of the European Union the generation of more funds will be like 4.5 Trillion dollars. So like all other industries massive changes are needed in the hotel industry also. The global impacts are exceeding 25 trillion dollars (Curtin, 2012, p 89). This is a clear indication that the shifting is unavoidable and this would also sustain the economic growth of the developed as well as the developing nations in the form of innovation, less pollution, reduction of stress on the environment, etc.
CASE STUDIES
Different case studies related to the use of products in the tourism and hospitality industry are now the point of discussion. By employing different mechanisms, this industry can also make its positive contributions in the movement from linear to the circular economy and can add revenue to their pockets. Some case studies related to different techniques are:
Conservation of Energy
The process of reduction of energy can improve the experience of the guests and also become the source of more revenue in the form of savings. This can be done by making simple amendments in hotels which could have an immense impact for example the use of light-emitting diode bulbs which are long-lasting or the use of the sunlight by arranging the easy availability in different portions of the hotels (Blowfield, 2013, p 56). Energy savings techniques can be deployed in the kitchen, laundry, and the air conditioning of the hotels. The use of solar energy in the generation of electricity is also a feasible idea. This kind of mechanism will improve the energy resources of the hotels.
Low Water Waste
The conservation of water is also an imperative thing to do in all kinds of hospitality industries as they are going to facilitate a lot of guests throughout the year. But the question is why so much importance for the conservation of the water? It is because water is not an unlimited resource (Weaver, 2006, p 34). We have to conserve it as also many nations in the world are in the range of water stress nations. The use of so much water could become the cause of the reduction of underground water and also can become polluted because of the contact of the sewage water with it so extra precautionary measures should be taken in order to preserve the sources of water (Curtin, 2012, p 114). This does not only save the energy of the hotel but also saves so much money for the hotels. Installation of the low flow showers and toilets in hotel rooms will save a lot of water.
Wastages Disposables
In all types of rooms being provided to the customers the use of different products like shampoo, soap, coffee, lotion, etc. can have a very negative impact on the environment if they are not going to be disposed of safely (Mathieson, 2005, p 213). The hotel management can have the option of moving to biodegradable resources in the form of recyclable packaging (Liburd, 2010, p 45). These kinds of waste materials can be sent to bulk dispensers in order to cut back on needleless waste materials. The other technique which saves them money and also the environment from pollution is like the replacements of the plastic cups to reusable glasses and mugs.
Linen reuses concepts:

The idea of the use of linen reuse is another feasible thing to do in order to save the water and energy resources and also the generation of the waste will be lowered. This can be done by encouraging the guests to reuse the already washed bed sheets, towels, and beddings so that the price of the housekeeping can cut back as the use of the washing machines and dryers again and again can be reduced (Blowfield, 2013, p 156). This kind of attitude development will be helpful in the reduction of pollution by detergents.
Conclusion
The transition from linear to circular economy has immense importance in the sense that it is a key concept with the help of which the future is going to be saved for future generations. The major exploitation of the resources because of the linear economy has resulted in the threatening of the very existence of human beings on earth. The hospitality industry must be given enough importance regarding the shifting from linear to a circular economy as it is one of the biggest industries in the world. This can be done by the mutual collaboration at the national and international level with the formulation and the implementation of the policies by the government (Liburd 2010, p 123). The rise of the awareness level among the tourists can have an immense impact on the use of the different kinds of products. In this way the goal of green energy resources used in the hospitality industry can be achieved.
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