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[bookmark: _Toc39519688]Introduction
The Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) for the University of Wales Trinity Saint David is Moodle. A virtual learning environment is an online tool used by teachers and students for learning and teaching which is designed to improve a students’ online learning environment and also provides online education if the individual has a reason for not being present in class. Moodle consists of educational programmes and curriculum design for students and lecturer lesson plan for the whole school season. Within my research studies, I will explore, analyse and evaluate the fundamental traits of Moodle and the impact on students’ learning experience in the university. I will be doing my research through surveys and questionnaires which I will hand out to a handful of University of Wales Trinity Saint David students through their students email or any other technological communication that I can reach them and I will use these as a sample audience to help me evaluate and come to a conclusion on the impact of Moodle to students’ learning experience in University of Wales Trinity Saint David in London campus.
[bookmark: _Toc39519689]Rationale of the research
The motive behind this study is to evaluate Moodle and to see if the VLE has any impacts on the learning of students in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. There are various studies which focus on a similar use of techniques which I am using for my research, which is creating questionnaires for a sample audience which relate to the use and impact of a VLE such as Moodle, but with different overall aims. The context of a study in august 2010 was to investigate the role of technology within a university learning environment and obtained the data through similar vices such as questionnaires and focus groups. The research was intended aid universities into integrating ICT into student learning (Breen, R. et al). The rationale of my investigation has not yet been previously researched in past studies, it is different due to the nature of it being set around the impacts of Moodle.
[bookmark: _Toc39519690]Literature Review
Moodle is an online programme designed to teach and support students and teachers. Also, it is used to guide them throughout the whole year of their institutional curriculum and lesson plans.  
[bookmark: _Toc39519691]importance of learning environment
Some important points in virtual learning environment was identified and it is the following criteria: (Alves, P. et al, 2016).
· it is intended for the students to access online without limit
· It also includes communication and interaction tools between students, teachers and some educational collaborative teams
· it supports teaching and learning process
· VLEs have changed the relationship between teachers and students through online access to educational resources.
With these importance stated above, what I like most is the students’ access online without limit, students can always go back to Moodle when they need references and also to gain understanding of the topic. 
[bookmark: _Toc39519692]Advantages of a virtual learning environment
· Affordability – the use of a VLE is costless to students in terms of travel and student textbooks costs
· Accessibility – it is very easy to access online, and any technological and digital
· Flexibility – in terms of time and location, a virtual learning environment can be accessed by anyone at any time.
· Convenience – A VLE can be accessed by those who have busy lifestyles and other responsibilities as well as education, meaning it is available at their own convenience. 
[bookmark: _Toc39519693]Disadvantages of virtual learning environment
· Isolation – due to the nature of online learning, there is usually no discussion about the work which can lead to an increased amount of misunderstanding among the students.
· Solo Learning -  A VLE forces a student to be more independent with their work as there is less interaction with teachers and as a result asking a teacher to explain the work in more detail through a VLE will mean there will be a delay in the teachers response in comparison to in class teaching.
· Technological issues – If you have technological issues at home, you will not be able to access your virtual learning environment and it will disrupt your education.
· Motivation – If a student does not have any enthusiasm to sit and do work, they will hold themselves back from education as learning through a VLE is more independent.
[bookmark: _Toc39519694]Research method and methodology
I have carried out my research through using a survey given out through email to a small sample size which consisted of fellow students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David – London. In my research, I considered many factors which could affect my investigation as well as the ethical and legal issues. To avoid any ethical and legal problems, I considered the data protection act 2018. Also, I provided a clearly visible agreement of consent on the survey which states that once the participant has filled in the survey and handed it back to me, they are giving me consent to use their information for my research. Additionally, I explained to the participants of the survey about what it is going to be used for and the objective of my research. Initially, for my sample audience, I aimed for around 30 participants for a good size sample audience, however, only 20 participants responded to my survey.
The common opinion, information and communication in virtual learning environment has progressed in the last few years, particularly in most universities. There has also been previous research study done on the topic of designing such virtual learning environments. It was presented in some universities which includes all important stages of educational curriculum which passed the standard and the process of creating a virtual learning environment and institution (Ivanova, G. and Smrikarov, A. 2005). Following this short literature reading, I can conclude that virtual learning environment platforms have been being designed and studied by various people to enhance learning studies for educational institutes for both students and teachers.
In this research study, I structured eight questions to investigate from the respondents in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David – London Campus regarding the impact of virtual learning environment in their learning experience. I will extract, analyse and discuss all the important information and data gathered from the respondents.



	1. What is your gender?
	Response

	Male
	12

	Female
	8

	Total
	20


This table shows the participants of the survey were mostly males.


	2. How old are you?
	Response

	18 – 25 
	7

	26 – 35 
	10

	36 – 45
	2

	46 - 55
	1

	Total 
	20


This table shows that there are a variety of ages participating in my survey but most participants are between ages 26-35.

	3. Moodle is easily accessible for all students 
	Response

	Strongly Agree
	11

	Agree
	8

	Neither Agree nor Disagree
	1

	Disagree
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	0

	Total 
	20


The Table above shows that the participants think that Moodle is an easily accessible VLE.


	4. Moodle is providing useful information to students 
	Response

	Strongly Agree
	6

	Agree
	10

	Neither Agree nor Disagree
	4

	Disagree
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	0

	Total 
	20


This table shows that most of my sample audience agree that Moodle provides useful information to students
	5. Moodle is most popular to use in learning activities for students 
	Response

	Strongly Agree
	8

	Agree
	9

	Neither Agree nor Disagree
	0

	Disagree
	3

	Strongly Disagree
	0

	Total 
	20



The table above shows that University of Wales Trinity Saint David – London Campus students agree that Moodle is most popular to use in learning activities for students

	6. Moodle is a user friendly interface for students
	Response

	Strongly Agree
	8

	Agree
	9

	Neither Agree nor Disagree
	3

	Disagree
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	0

	Total 
	20


This table shows that the participants of my survey agree that Moodle is a user friendly interface for students
	7.  Moodle is designed with the use of modern technology to promote better learning
	Response

	Strongly Agree
	8

	Agree
	12

	Neither Agree nor Disagree
	0

	Disagree
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	0

	Total 
	20



This table shows that the survey participants agreed that Moodle is designed with the use of modern technology to promote better learning
	 8.  Moodle is costless to use in learning activities for students 
	Response

	Strongly Agree
	10

	Agree
	7

	Neither Agree nor Disagree
	3

	Disagree
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	0

	Total 
	20



This table concludes that my survey participants agree that Moodle is costless to use in learning activities for students.



[bookmark: _Toc39519695]Analysis and Discussions
According to my research, the total quantity of respondents were male dominated, meaning there were more males than female students who took part in my survey. Additionally, the age range of the sample audience which took part in my survey were majority in the age range of 26 to 35. Furthermore, my findings have determined that the participants thought that Moodle was easily accessible and that Moodle provides useful information to students. This means that the most of the students within the university believe that a virtual learning environment improves the quality and positively influences their education. Also, the results of my study prove that students think that Moodle is a popular virtual learning environment for universities for student use as well as Moodle being a user friendly interface for students. My survey participants also helped me to come to a conclusion about if students think that Moodle is designed with the use of modern technology to promote better learning, meaning that the design and use of Moodle improves their learning and education. Lastly, according to my survey information, participants think that Moodle is costless to use in learning activities for students which is a positive for the virtual learning environment.  After I read the article “analysis of students’ study activities in virtual learning environments using data mining methods” (Preidys and Sakalauskas, 2010), I found that they also  researching how a virtual learning environment would affect students’ activities, however, gained their data through a different way which was observing the behaviour towards a VLE. This meant their research had different conclusions to mine such as they observed learning practices instead of going for a questionnaire approach.
[bookmark: _Toc39519696]limitation of research
There were a number of limitations to my research, one of them limitations was the number of participants of my survey. The number of participants of my survey was limited as I sent out emails to people and it was optional to complete and due to the nature of how I went about to obtain information I had a limited amount of respondents for my research. Another limitation that I had was because of a present pandemic known as COVID-19. Because of the pandemic in recent times, it limited the way I could do research and I was forced to obtain the information for my research online, through the use of emails. 
[bookmark: _Toc39519697]Recommendations for future research
To improve my future research, I could increase the amount of people I give out my surveys to to gain an increased amount of potential respondents meaning I will have more data from more people and as a result, my research will be more accurate and the sample audience can be used more as a representative information. Additionally, to improve future research, I can find out and use a variety of different ways to obtain information such as asking people personally, which I could not do because of the pandemic, and public surveys online to get more participants for more accurate data.
[bookmark: _Toc39519698]Conclusion
After gathering all the data and information for my research study, I have confirmed that virtual learning environments have major impacts to students’ learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David – London Campus. I therefore, agree that a virtual learning environment plays a vital role and has a great part in the universities educational curriculum, to be able to achieve ones students learning experience successfully.
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2. How old are you?

number of respondents	18-25	26-35	36-45	46-55	7	10	2	1	Column1	18-25	26-35	36-45	46-55	Column2	18-25	26-35	36-45	46-55	Age Range




3. Moodle is easily accessible for all students

Column3	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	11	8	1	0	0	Column1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Column2	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	
Number of Respondents



4. Moodle is providing useful information to students 

Column1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	6	10	4	0	0	Column2	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Column3	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	
Number of Respondents




5. Moodle is most popular to use in learning activities for students 

Series 1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	8	9	0	3	0	Column1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Column2	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	
Number of respondents



6. Moodle is a user friendly interface for students 

Series 1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	8	9	3	0	0	Column1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Column2	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	
Number of respondents



7. Moodle is designed with the use of modern technology to promote better learning

Series 1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	8	12	0	0	0	Column1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Column2	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	
Number of respondents



8. Moodle is costless to use in learning activities for students 

Series 1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	10	7	3	0	0	Column1	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	Column2	Strongly Agree	Agree	Neither Agree nor Disagree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	
Number of respondents



1. Gender

Male	Male	Female	12	8	Female	Male	Female	Column2	Male	Female	
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