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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

An Investigation into the Court Systems and their responsibilities for Crime: Are the Court Systems doing enough to curb crime in the UK?

INTRODUCTION:

The court system’s role in preventing and combatting crime has long been up for debate in the criminology and public policy. The court system in the United Kingdom, as part of the larger criminal justice framework, is responsible for not only administering justice through punishment, but also for preventing future criminal behaviour, rehabilitating criminals, and encouraging social reintegration. With increased worries about reoffending rates, court delays, and sentencing inequities, it is becoming increasingly unclear if the UK’s currently judicial system is capable of effectively reducing and playing its part in tackling crime. This study will critically assess the efficiency and the UK court systems in decreasing crime through the difference purposes, some including deterrence, rehabilitation, and sentencing policies. 

The concept of curbing crime through the legal system is multi-dimensional. Traditional criminological theories, such as deterrence theory and rehabilitation theory, place emphasis on various components of the legal process. While deterrence employs the prospect of punishment to prevent future crime, rehabilitation seeks to address the underlaying reasons of criminal behaviour. This duality underpins much of the argument about the court system’s effectiveness in decreasing crime. 

It is clear and well known that the current prisons in the UK have no space for offenders and they are overcrowded. Over 118 countries’ prisons have exceeded their maximum occupancy rate, with 11 national jail systems operating at more than double their capacity (Penal Reform International, 2023). This highlights that the prison and court systems are not in sync, and they are not adequately equipped to manage the amount of criminality and offenders that are being pushed through the system. This topic still has unanswered questions as to whether the current system is balanced and if they are set up in such a way to manage expectations of the public and the perceptions of justice. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

My aim throughout this research project is to hand out devised questionnaires to members of the public along with police officers which will target the 4/5 points covered below. 

· Critically evaluate the effectiveness of the UK judicial system in decreasing crime and preventing recidivism. 
· Investigate the relationship between sentencing policies and rehabilitation programmes and their effects of reoffending. 
· Identify systemic issues in the UK court systems such as delays, resource constraints, and sentence inequities that may impede their ability to combat crime. 
· Determine the effectiveness of alternative justice techniques such as restorative justice and community- based sentencing in reducing crime. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
There are key literature sources that have assist throughout the research phase. One book that has been alluded to is (Joyce, 2012) who gives a background into the Criminal Justice system and includes the role that the courts play in addressing crime. I have also researched via journals and (Fulham et al., 2023) allows me to analyse and review the empirical studies that have been devised on the sentencing practices and their impact on the crime rates. 

The courts are overrun, and the backlog within the criminal justice system is extreme. There is no capacity to keep offenders behind bars and this is having an impact on the reoffending rates. (Ministry of Justice, 2023) states that offenders that have served time for less than 12 months have a significantly greater recidivism rate, as do those in prison for less than 6 months. While the national reoffending rate is 25%, the percentage for those who have served less than 12 months in prison is more than 50%. This increases to 58% for those who have served for 6 months or less. This is also significantly higher than the 23% for a suspended sentence with requirements, 38% without requirements. 

According to studies, the courts have an important role in delivering proportionate sentences and promoting rehabilitation. However, issues like as court procedure delays, sentencing anomalies, and resource constraints are well documented. Restorative justice and problem-solving courts are emerging areas of study that show potential for lowering recidivism rates. 

There has clearly been some substantive work and research carried out on how effective the sentencing and court interventions but there is still some outstanding areas of work like understanding the systematic barriers that hinder the courts. Some of these that I have highlighted are the long-term impact of alternative methods of punishment on reoffending, the role of the court efficiency in especially delays in the public confidence and deterrence. One huge gap in the research that I have identified is the current use of modern technology in speeding up the court processes and receiving outcome quicker.  



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will form my research activity upon a questionnaire that I have created which will be specific to my subject and research objectives that are documented above. The questions will allow participants to answer openly and give their honest opinion. 

This questionnaire will not be paper based, my aim is to provide an online questionnaire that will be distributed to all participants, and this can be completed at their own leisure and will automatically be submitted back to myself as the author and organiser. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I intend to ask members of the public and police officers in my different areas. 
I aim to ask 20 overall and gather the results. I believe this will collect a wide range of opinions and the results will be a true representation of the greater public. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

My questionnaire will be completed completely consensual, and all participants will be provided with a question allowing them to withdraw at any stage. All participants will complete the questionnaire of their own accord and in their own time. I do not intend for my questionnaire to hinder with any participants personal or work commitments.  

As mentioned above, the distribution of my questionnaire will be electronic which will automatically protect the confidentially of all participants as there will be no name required on the document and I will have no way of knowing who has responded. All responses that will be used within the project will be rephrased and no direct answers will be used. 

Given the topic I have chosen I am not expecting for my participants to be affected by my questions, however, should this occur, I will ensure that there are options to withdraw at any time throughout the questionnaire and encourage the participants to seek the relevant support that they feel they require.


	TIME SCALE:
For my research I need to adhere to the following time scales: 

Literature review – Due date of 5th May 2025 

Research and Data gathering– Due date of 16th June 2025 

Analysis of data – Due date of 4th August 2025 

Write up collected data – Due date of 8th September 2025. 

Final draft submission – Due date of 6th October 2025
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