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Technology within the police is constantly evolving within society, this is because crime is also constantly evolving. Requiring new and improved strategies, which often comes with technological innovation (Metropolitan Police 2018).  Two examples of this would be, police helicopters and the innovation of the electronic notebooks. Both innovations making police response times more efficient, whilst also eliminating many negatives that existed prior to their innovation. An example of a benefit would be helicopter providing a fast response making helicopters effective in high-speed pursuits (Gwent Police and Crime commission 2022). 

Helicopters have had a major impact on policing. The reason for this is due to helicopters having a bird’s eye view, meaning that the crew within can see everything that is on the ground and not being blocked by an obstacle (National Police Air Service 2022). To add to this, helicopter also use thermal based cameras that allow the crew to see offenders who are trying to escape at night. An additional benefit is if an offender is trying to run through a forest or hide. The thermal camera that the helicopter uses will be able to see where they are. This allows the helicopter to give constant communication to the police on the ground making the chance for an offender to escape significantly lower (National Police Air Service 2022). Helicopters can also have an impact during riots as helicopters are able to identify potential leaders of the riot, as the amount of people currently rioting allowing the police to better organise manpower in locations where the rioting is most concentrated (London Assembly 2020). Lastly the major positive to helicopters is that they can be used anywhere, cities, residential areas as well as rural terrain due to its ability to fly so provided that the crew is available and that a storm is not in progress the police may use a helicopter when in a pursuit (Police Scotland 2021).

The main negatives of police helicopters are that they cannot always be deployed one such example of this being weather. Weather has a major effect on whether a helicopter can be deployed the reason for this is that high wind conditions can make flying a helicopter very dangerous as high winds can make controlling a helicopter due to wind resistance (Aero No Date). An additional negative to this is that helicopters can potentially crash for multiple reasons e.g., faulty design or human error the reason that this is significant is because if a helicopter were to crash in a highly populated area, then it may kill and injured a lot of people (Buckley 2017). 
The worst case from a police helicopter would be when a helicopter in Glasgow crashed into a pub killing 10 people residing within the building the 2 pilots aboard the helicopter. This crash would happen as the pilot flying the helicopter chose to ignore the low amount of fuel that was in the helicopter leading the helicopter to crash (BBC 2019). 
Lastly police Helicopters are still a viable technology in 2022 the reason for this is due to helicopters still being the mainline reconnaissance unit within the police however, drones may take this role in the future due to an increase in safety and better upkeep costs.  Helicopters are also still viable becomes without them most police forces would have a significantly harder time during high-speed pursuits and finding offenders during night pursuits (HMICFRS 2017).



Electronic Pocket Notebooks are a new innovation that is currently replacing the standard issue pocket notebook the reason that this is beneficial is due to it having an effect on police response times as well as how information is catalogued within the police (BBC 2015). One major benefit of an electronic notebook is that it can be used to take pictures as well as record audio during an investigation meaning that information can be gathered at a faster rate to add to this, electronic notebook is an app that is used on a phone and other devices that can only accessed by police officers meaning that it is very accessible and cheap for the police service (Home Office 2016). this also has an effect on police response times as the notebook can be used to store files saving the police time as before they would have to go to the station in order to save files onto the database. This means that the police can spend more time responding to calls compared to using that time to going to the station (HMICFRS 2017). Lastly another positive to this is that if an officer were to break their device, they may rely on the old methods of taking notes that being the pocket notebook which is a major positive as the officer’s ability to take notes is barely affected due to the alternative to add to this it is an app meaning that it can be simply added to another device e.g., another phone or laptop (Metropolitan Police 2019).

The key negative to this new technology, is that it is possible to hack. This is a serious negative, because if a hacker managed to hack into an officers account, then they would have access to confidential information which could potentially be leaked. The information that could be leaked could be the officers, or the offender’s personal information as well as information that is considered classified for public safety (National Cyber Security Centre 2021). Another major negative is that the app may need to be temporarily shut down for maintenance, meaning that any information that has been documented cannot be uploaded which means that an officer may have to go to a police station in order to store information on the system (Companies House 2022). It is also possible for files to be corrupted leading to evidence being lost which can completely disrupt a case that is in progress however, if information was documented on a notebook that can be used in its place. Lastly any audio might not be picked up during an interview, which could lead to an officer having to re do an interview in order to gather evidence (London Assembly 2020). 
The worst-case scenario for this technology is that information can be stolen and leaked. An example of this is that there were over 2000 data breaches in 2020, leading to confidential files being leaked to the public. Despite this danger it is still a very viable technology as it improves upon the old method of noting information in every way streamlining information gathering (Irwin 2021).

In conclusion helicopters are a very reliable piece of technology and has impacted the way our country polices criminal activity. This is because it increases the polices ability, to ensure that people who commit crimes do not escape a pursuit easily (Northumbria Police 2021). And despite the serious danger that a helicopter can pose, it is very unlikely that they are to happen due to serious safety checks and regulations. And in the case of electronic notebooks, they too are a very strong innovation. It streamlines the way the police gather information, as well as increasing how fast officer can respond to crimes. Despite the negatives they pose, these too are mostly rare and have security measures to prevent information from being leaked (Lawlor 2017).
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