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3rd February 2016.
We thought that for our first meeting as a group it would be a good idea to just introduce ourselves and our particular areas of interests in manuscripts. Next we chose the leader and scribe, Thomas was elected leader and Harriet volunteered to be scribe and everyone was happy to present. We decided that we would meet at least once a week at the same time which was convenient to everyone. There seemed to be a little confusion over certain elements of the handbook and assessments and we decided that we would talk to William in our next lecture. We set ourselves the task that over the course of the week we would look through different resources to try and come up with possible ideas for next week’s meeting to discuss with the group.
We also set ourselves little deadlines to meet to make sure we were all on track. This helped us stay at the same stages and move forward together.
All group members in attendance.
10th February 2016.
Our second meeting was a lot more focussed as we had spoken to William in a previous lecture regarding the confusion we had over the handbook. Over the course of the week we had all been looking at different topics and some members had already found a possible area they were interested in, whereas others were still unsure.
Lesley decided she wanted to look at beasts and their representation in manuscripts. The group thought this was a good idea but possibly too broad and suggested that Lesley look at a certain theme within beasts. Lesley agreed and said that she would continue to look into the topic and see if she wished to follow any particular subject.
William was considering doing either Reynard the Fox or the use of tricksters in manuscripts, he had previous looked at Reynard another time and knew of quite a lot of material and sources for it but he also wished to look into trickster in the manuscripts. Once William spoke more, it was suggested that maybe he could try and blend the topics. William said he was leaning more towards Reynard the Fox but he would continue to look.
Samantha was enthusiastic to base her theme around horses but had not yet decided in what context. There was the possibility of different breeds in manuscripts or maybe the uses of horses in medicine.
Harriet was considering looking into unfinished manuscripts and if they had been altered or illuminated letters. Although unfinished manuscripts was really interesting there was a lack of material on it and it did not seem to fit well with the theme. Harriet decided to look more into saints and their depiction, possibly in historiated initials.
Thomas considered looking into witchcraft or Greek mythology. He had been reading over the subjects the previous week and thought there was a lot of material for the mythology theme. 
Juliette wanted to look at birds in manuscripts and possibly look at mainly eastern sources. Juliette said she was struggling to make it detailed and not too broad and also came to the conclusion that although birds seemed common it was not always easy to find them in manuscripts.
The group decided to continue to look into their own topic but to also briefly look into other people’s so that we could offer more advice. 
All group members in attendance.
15th February 2016. 
In this meeting we all brought back sources of our own to show the group the direction in which we were hoping to take our themes. However as the previous week we had set the task to find sources for other people too it was interesting to see what other people had brought. We particularly found it interesting because we noted that we all seemed to have our own places to go for sources and it was interesting to see where other people went and to share them out, giving us a different perspective.
Samantha had brought a range of sources and was continuing to look into horses and their depiction in manuscripts. 
Thomas had decided on investigating classical allegories in manuscripts.
Harriet was still conflicted, however after talking to the group and discussing the possible problems that could occur decided to look at saints in manuscripts. 
Juliette was still looking into birds but wanted to look at stylistic representations and symbolic meanings behind them.
William had decided to look at Reynard the Fox as it combined both of his possible ideas.
Lesley had pinpointed her idea to beast in possibly a hellish setting.
We decided that bringing sources for other people was really useful and we would continue to do this every week. The group also decided that as people had come to a decision their topic ideas we should invite William to sit in on one of our sessions to see if here was suggestions and as a group we can feedback together.
All group members in attendance.
17th February 2016.
Harriet contacted William earlier in the week and was able to set up a meeting with the group in the library. Each member of the group had put together a small presentation featuring a few example pictures and points. We found this really beneficially to be able to get feedback from not only William but other members of the group as a whole.
In attendance; Harriet, William, Lesley and Thomas. Both Juliette and Samantha were ill but had sent their PowerPoints over so Harriet presented them to William and asked any questions and gave feedback to both of them.
READING WEEK.
Over reading week we all kept in touch about our progress and with any suggestions. Over reading week Samantha was taken ill so we would feedback any work she could do and any advice and vice versa.
 2nd of March 2016.
In this meeting we went over what we had decided as our final topic and how we had been researching it over the holiday. We decided that we wanted to visit the Roderick Bowen Library to get more scope on manuscripts and possibly use them as primary sources. We set up a meeting and asked William if he would join to explain to us some key points that had arisen over Reading Week. As Samantha was not able to join us we started recording our meetings and taking any pictures so she was able to look over them at home. 
We also decided that as some of us had started on our presentations and wanted to run through any issues we had we would set up mini presentations and just go through our findings with the other members. We would do two a week. Starting with Juliette and Harriet.
In attendance; Harriet, William, Lesley, Thomas and Juliette. Samantha was ill.
9th March 2016.
This week Harriet and Juliette presented. This gave both of us the ability to talk through our sources with any issues. It was a great way to smooth out any bumps we had found and get feedback on what worked and what did not. It was nice to get criticism off people who had seen our topics develop from the beginning so they knew what our aim was.
We recorded the presentations and sent them to Samantha so we were able to receive feedback even though she was not able to join us.
In attendance; Harriet, William, Lesley, Thomas and Juliette. Samantha was ill.
16th March 2016.
This week we went to the Roderick Bowen Library with William. We looked through several different pieces which we found extremely. We were able to work side by side with each other and William so that any questions we had with regard to the styles and designs could be answered with the source in front of us.
We found this incredibly valuable and it was great to have access to it as a group so we could feed back to each other afterwards and see different perspectives.
In attendance; Harriet, William, Lesley, Thomas and Juliette. Samantha was ill.
17th March 2016.
It was William and Thomas turn to present. Once again feedback was given and it was recorded for Samantha.
Both presenters felt, like the people in the previous week that presenting a draft of your project to the group was a great way to practice as any issues could be smoothed out and highlighted.
In attendance; Harriet, William, Lesley, Thomas and Juliette. Samantha was ill.
22nd March 2016. 
This week Lesley presented her ideas. Unfortunately we had planned for Samantha to present but due to unforeseen circumstances beyond her control she was still ill. However Samantha sent over her PowerPoint which we then played and gave both Lesley and Samantha feedback on before the Easter holidays.
In attendance; Harriet, William, Lesley and Juliette. Samantha was ill.
EASTER HOLIDAYS
20th April 2016.
We all gathered to tell each other how our projects had developed over Easter and to discuss the presentation. We had all finalised our ideas and gave our final feedback.
Samantha was also feeling better and able to return so we gave her any feedback we could in person.
In attendance; Harriet, William, Thomas, Juliette and Samantha.
23rd April 2016.
In this meeting we ran through our ideas for both our solo presentations and group presentations and made sure we wrote a loose script so we were able to make sure we said everything.
Harriet, William, Thomas, Juliette and Samantha aimed to present however due to illness Harriet was not able to.
In attendance; Harriet, William, Thomas, Juliette and Samantha.
Conclusion;
At first we were a little sceptical about the group work and how useful it would be. In our first meeting we decided to meet weekly as it would be easier to keep up to date with everyone’s ideas as we knew they would evolve. Our attendance was great (apart from cases where it was out of the person’s control) which was really encouraging as we felt this shows it really helped us. We felt that the group work had gone from something we had to do to something we enjoyed as we were able to get not only feedback but other perspectives which we was incredibly useful. It was also extremely valuable to see where other people gathered their information as this gave us all new areas to visit. The group as a whole found this part of the module extremely useful and rewarding.
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