Student Self-Evaluation 


	Module
	Fugitive Testimonies



This document helps facilitate the assessment of the module(s) listed above. 

Please evaluate your project or projects under each heading using the guidelines provided. Add visuals as necessary to support your evaluation. Consider each section in relation to your submitted PDF portfolio/multimedia outcome, your process, and engagement with the timetabled sessions. 

	
Student Name: Mia Kirby


	

	
Multimedia Link: https://youtu.be/8mPj6MPRINM 






	Part One: Knowledge and Understanding Skills (20%) 
Applied Skills
Contextualise ideas and technical exploration during the development of your project. Consider this both in terms of tutorial, seminar and workshops, but also your personal development.
Has this module identified any skill gaps that have led to improvement or that still require attention?
(Approx. 200-300 words.)

	Response:

In the image was given, I saw an identity of the people in the image, shown by their clothes and props. For this project my aim was to show identity through props, location and clothes, giving a peak into the personality of the subject in the image. 

I started off by doing a basic shoot with a model in the studio, asking her to wear things that think represent her, adding some coloured lighting in the back. This allowed me to progress and see what I needed to work on in order to progress my project further. When analysing the images, I knew that the environment was a key part in the project and I needed to move out of the studio, relating the environment more to the individual. In a group seminar, my lecturer gave me feedback, telling me to expend the idea of identity, showing this in one image but try not using coloured lights and expand this further. 

Taking this information on board, this helped me to progress to my next shoot, involving the environment more in the images. I didn’t like how this one turned out as the lighting wasn’t good enough and there wasn’t enough variation in the images. I took this on and looked at the images, realising that I needed to broaden my types of shots, using different perspectives to add variation and a narrative to my piece. My lecturer agreed with this and advised me to push forward in making sequences with my edits in future which I did in my last shoot. 

For my final shoot, I took what the lecturer said in the group seminar into account, and I took photos of my friend Emmie with different perspectives, making sure to include close ups of the environment surrounding her to add atmosphere to the whole shoot. This is the shoot that I have used for my portfolio, creating a sequence of images in black and white, communicating ideas of memory in the images, showing the individual in a relaxed state in the environment where they feel comfortable, reflecting bits of their personality. 

This inspired me to make my multimedia piece, and it is about the individual travelling to all of the places she has memories, expanding on my shoot, showing the audience more bits of the persons personality and showcasing their identity. 

This project has taught me lots of things such as use of multimedia devices. I am not used to using this so my multimedia could be better and next time I will be using better equipment. In my next projects, I will be using this way of creating work, but I need to work on how to use it and using microphones in future too. 








	Part Two: Cognitive and Intellectual Skills (20 %) 

Process & Research

Analyse concepts and ideas explored in relation to a photographic art practice. 

What visual strategies have helped you develop your practice?

Consider how the above have affected formative elements such as the portfolio outcome, and how this developed into your summative final multimedia submission.

How has research into relevant artists informed the development of your project?

Use visuals to support your writing. 

(Approx. 200-300 words)


	Response:

There are many visual strategies that I like to use and that have helped me in my practice. These include using compositional techniques like rule of thirds and leading lines, using different camera angles creating different perspectives and using different lightings and times of the day to set the atmosphere for my pieces.  

My favourite method that has helped me create aesthetically pleasing shots is using compositional techniques, which I also think is my strongest feature in my work. I use this a lot in both my images and my video. As well as this I combine this with using different camera angles to add different perspectives to my work, including using close up shots for example, also adding variation to my work. I also feel like considering daylight in my work. Using natural lighting is important to my shoot as this builds the atmosphere of the environment. In the multimedia shoot, especially, this is a happier shoot, filled with deep emotional connections, which is why this is shot in daylight. If I wanted it to connote a sad memory I would have shot this in darker lighting, reflecting the mood of the individual. 

A lot of artists inspired me to look into work looking at identity, but Jim Goldburg stood out to me. Jim Goldburg is an artist that focuses on working with different people and documenting what he finds out. He sits down with people in their place of comfort and talks to them about their memories and just about anything to get to know them. He then writes something that they have said to him at the bottom of the image, adding a snippet of the what the person is like. 

An example of some of his work is below:
[image: Book Review: 'Coming and Going,' by Jim Goldberg - The New York Times]











In this image there is a woman, laying and relaxing on a deckchair, wearing a colorful swimsuit. She is surrounded by blue umbrellas next to a pool with aqua teal water. In the bottom half of the image there appears to be a person which could be Jim’s hand taking the photo whilst reading a book and talking to this woman. 

Brightness and colour beam from this image and from the person, making the audience perceive what this person is like. The colorful, patterned swimsuit suggests that this person likes to stand out and takes pride in their appearance even when they are relaxing. 

The person is central and at eye level so the audience can look directly at her, making them feel like they are there talking with her, adding a sense of intimacy to the image. The focal point of the image is the woman. 

This is a very raw image and looks like it has been taken on film a long time ago, maybe in the 2010s. The vibrance may have been increased after the film has been increased after the film has been scanned but I would say this is a natural, semi candid image.

This image really inspired to me to use the research method of discussion to influence my shoot based on identity, to allow the model to have an input into what the shoot would look like and how this would showcase her identity. I mimic Goldburg’s technique of the text giving some context about the woman in my multimedia piece by the model narrating the clips, giving information about some of what the clips are about, telling the audience more about the model’s identity. 

Researching this artist and others inspired me to look more into how I can properly represent identity in an image using different methods to add to just an image or a clip such as text or narration, giving some context/a snippet into the models’ life. This allows the audience to feel curious and imagine the memories of the person, picturing what they would look like in each location in the clips. 



















	Part Three: Practical Skills (50%) 
Practical Work Submission:

You will have submitted a separate PDF portfolio with an edit of work in progress.

Please briefly evaluate the decisions you have made to both select and then sequence the portfolio. 

Demonstrate how the process led to your multimedia outcome – the choices made, consideration of still and/or moving image, text, narration, sound, graphics etc.? 

Reflect on the outcome: what are the strengths and weakness in your work? At the end of the module, would you change any of the decisions you made and, if so, why? 

How do your choices communicate to the audience? To what extent are you influencing potential readings, given the choice made, and how much is open to interpretation?

(Approx. 500-600 words.)

	Response:

The whole idea for my project was to show someone’s identity within sets of images, giving a peak into their personality. When choosing my images that I would use in my portfolio, I wanted a mix of close-up images, the environment and pictures of the model. This allows me to create an atmosphere and overall feel of what’s going on in the sequence. 

The environment is related to the model as this is the environment that they chose as the place where they feel the most comfortable and at peace. I sat her down and asked her questions before the shoot, asking her why she finds this a peaceful place to her. She talked about the memories she has there and how that brings her peace, so she likes to go there, do activities such as sudoku which she is doing in the images and sit, reminiscing over her loved memories. 

I gave her flowers to arrange so she could focus on doing something while I take images of her and talk to her, so the images look more candid and less set up, capturing the model in her natural state of peacefulness, reflecting what she would look like when she goes to this place normally. 

In my sequence of images, I have put the images of the model mid motion in chronological order, with close up images of things in the environment and around her in between. This is to create atmosphere and to create a whole sense of place within the sequence. By putting the images of the model in chronological order, this creates narrative, showing her actions in an order. The images of the close up objects create a sense of surrounding, bringing the sequence together. I made the images black and white to emphasise that the location is a memory for the model and it is very nostalgic for her going back there, sitting there in a peaceful state, looking back, reliving old memories, emphasising the narrative aspect of this shoot. 

The idea of the model revisiting the place where she found the most comfortable, where she had lots of memories inspired me to make my multimedia piece. In this video I wanted to show the model revisiting locations where she has deep emotional connection too, reliving the memories as she visits these places. 

I wanted to show the model walking around these places, taking in the environment. I also wanted to show different shots of close ups, adding variation to the shoot. I especially wanted to add close up clips of her eyes and face, to add an intimate aspect to the video, bringing the audience closer to the subject. All of the videos focus on the model experiencing the environment, interacting with it by touching the surroundings, and looking around, almost seeing where she had the memories in these places and reliving them in the moment. 

I wanted to put a mix of close-up shots with wider shots to add some variation to the video but also to help create narrative within the video. By chopping and changing the clips quickly, it allows the location to change quickly in the video, showing that the model is travelling to each location, emphasising the narrative aspect. This shows that she is on a journey of looking for her memories, looking for her past self in these places. 

This shows the identity of the individual as this shows the connection she has with each place, giving the audience an Insite to her personality. I have also added narration coming from the model herself to the clip, adding context to some of the clips. During my photoshoot, I was asking my model questions about why she chose the place to do the shoot, and this inspired me to ask her to talk about the locations that I filmed her visiting. This adds emotional connection to the clips, allowing the audience to imagine the memories with the model herself, adding to the intimate aspect of the piece. I wanted some of the natural sounds of the environment to come through in the clips, which is why there are breaks in between each chunk of audio. 

I think that I do prefer my multimedia piece over my images as it shows more of a journey that the model has been on and is in my opinion more interesting to look at as it is an expansion on the images. I think with my images I could’ve gone to another location, to show her visiting two locations where she has good memories in to add more narrative and more of a journey to the piece. However, I think the strengths of my images including the quality, and the combination of images in the sequence make up for this. I think the multimedia piece shows a progression on from the images which is what my aim was. I really like the chopping and changes of the images, as it shows change in location creating a more interesting watch. However, I think the quality of the video could be improved and the audio. I think next time I will be sure to borrow a proper film camera and bring a tripod so that the filming is more still and jolty as this is shown to be a weakness in some of the clips. I will also borrow a microphone device next time I want to use audio in my piece to make it mor clear, or a buffer so you can’t hear the wind as much in the audio. 

The context in this piece is pretty clear as the model talks about the clips, explaining what the locations mean to her. The main focus of how I want the audience to receive this, is that I want them to relate to it, thinking about their own memories while watching this. I want there to be an emotional connection between this video and the audience, inspiring them to possibly visit locations themselves, reliving their own memories, appreciating the good times they’ve had. 







	Part Four: Transferrable Skills for Life and Professional Practice. (10%)

Engagement with Taught and Studio (non-timetabled) Sessions

Have you attended and participated in all tutorials, group seminars and workshops? 

Consider how both tutor and peer-to-peer feedback has helped in the development of your practise (using examples as necessary). 

All work should be presented to a high standard.

How good has your time management been throughout the module?

(Approx. 150-200 words)

	Response:

I feel like I have participated in all workshops and tutorials. These have helped me improve my skills to be able to develop pieces of work efficiently and to a high standard. For example, the workshop we did with Ann, focusing on editing and constructing our multimedia pieces, really helped me during the process of me creating my short video. This is also a new skill I have learnt which I will take into later years throughout my time in university. 

Tutorials are helpful to me as this allows me to improve my work, making it to the best of my ability. I have been up for every tutorial that have been offered to me, and I will always ask for the lecturer’s opinions on how I can better both myself and my work. 

I always email my lectures my work, allowing time before the deadline to receive feedback, so I can look at improving my work how they see fit. I want to be the best I can be when completing my work, which is why I always look for feedback on my work so I can push myself further with my work, assisted by my lecturers.

I have always struggled with time management since secondary school, as I have found myself to give myself too much to do in a short amount of time. However, I feel like this year and especially this term, I have tried really hard to accomplish everything I had planned in the given time, and this is what I have felt like I have done. With this project, especially the multimedia piece, I feel like I have executed this exactly how I planned it to look like, and I am proud that I was organised enough to get everything done. 
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