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BLB (Blue Letter Bible) is a biblical study website, published by the Blue Letter Bible Ministry that went live on the internet in 1996. Its purpose is to accelerate the study of God’s Word by developing and providing online tools for in-depth study of the text of the Bible.[footnoteRef:0] Users can search out every occurrence of a word, or short text in different Bible versions; translate the words from English into Greek or Hebrew so as to explore their meaning in the original languages from which most modern Bibles have been translated, and access a selection of primary and secondary sources of information linked directly to Bible passages. These include books, articles, written and audio Bible commentaries, creeds, maps and timelines  all held within the BLB website. Thirty-three Bible versions were available to search on the site (in October 2023). In addition to the search tools, Blue Letter Bible offers daily devotionals and courses.  [0:  Blue Letter Bible ‘History of Blue Letter Bible’, 
Available at: https://www.blueletterbible.org/about/history.cfm [Accessed:22 October 2023].] 

In navigating the site, users need minimal computer literacy and site labels are written in text as opposed to digital icons.  The main search tool is displayed on every page. There are many how-to- videos in the Help section to assist the user to use the site’s features. In contrast, users are expected to have a good level of English literacy is to use the search tools and the desktop version in particular displays a lot of text. The mobile app which has a menu button, appears more user friendly.  
The best features of the BLB are the search tools that link into  Greek/Hebrew translation, charts, and timelines. These are unbiased, and can be used for academic research. The use of audio format in some of resources seems a bit outdated, but taken together with the inclusion of several audio bible versions such as the  Narrated ESV (English Standard Version) Audio Bible[footnoteRef:1]. It supports audio listeners. And the site it accessible for people with sight impairment through the use of android and IOS speech-operated software.  [1:  ‘Blue Letter Bible Adds Narrated ESV Audio Bible’, Blue Letter Bible Newsletter. (Spring). pp.3, 2023. [Online] . Available at: https://www.blueletterbible.org/assets-v3/pdf/newsletter/2023_SpringNewsletter.pdf [Accessed: 27 October 2023]] 

Although English is the main language medium on the site, BLB is reaching out to speakers of other languages by translating existing material into Spanish for Hispanic-Americans and acquiring new materials and foreign language Bibles in foreign languages that include Hindi and Arabic. In 2022, the ESV Global Study Bible was added to the resources on BLB with all its associated study material and commentaries from an ethnically and culturally diverse group of contemporary Christian scholars and theologians. This is a major shift from most of the talks and commentary uploaded to the site, by United States-based pastors who could be expected to reflect their life and culture in their views. Support for bias based on geographical region comes from the findings of the 2011 Global Survey of Protestant Evangelical Leaders, from the Pew Research Centre. When asked what were the major potential threats to evangelicalism, all respondents said secularism was a threat, but just 59% of Global South leaders agreed with this in comparison to 89% of Global North Leaders. 
Perceptions of the threat from secularism are high both in the Global North and in the Global South, though they are higher in the North (86%) than in the South (59%). Nine-in-ten leaders (90%) from North America (including 92% from the United States) say the influence of secularism is a major threat; nearly as many leaders from Europe agree (82%). Concern about secularism is lowest in the Middle East and North Africa, where slightly more than a third view it as a major threat (37%).[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Pew Research Centre ‘Tensions with Secularism and Modernity: Global Survey of Evangelical Protestant Leaders’, June  2011. Available at https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2011/06/22/global-survey-of-evangelical-protestant-leaders [Accessed: 27 October, 2023].] 

This difference among the US leaders reflects the dominance of secular society in the Western world.
 Another benefit from having international contributors  is that in contrast to the American contributors, the authors of the ESV Bible Study notes, are accountable to subject editors who provide an informed level of  oversight that is independent of the publishers of both the Study Bible and BLB. This makes the material more reliable and trustworthy. Without this the rigour and objectivity of older resources on BLB is solely reliant on the background and capability of the contributor.
A major boundary and constraint to the study materials is the publishers’ conservative Christian and evangelical belief. The following statement of belief (disclaimer) is printed at the end of every page. 
The Blue Letter Bible ministry and the BLB institute hold to the historical, conservative Christian faith which includes a firm belief in the inerrancy of Scripture. Since the text and audio content provided by BLB represent a range of evangelical traditions, all of the ideas and principles conveyed in the resource materials are not necessarily affirmed, in total, by this ministry.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Blue Letter Bible ‘About’, Available at: https://www.blueletterbible.org/about/about.cfm[Accessed: 27 October, 2023]] 

As a result it is difficult to explore challenging contemporary problems on this site, as the resources appear to have been curated to avoid  contentious issues. The majority of live authors and speakers offered a safe non-offensive  commentary.  So users studying the bible with BLB search tools, in order to apply it to the intersection of societal and religious issues today will find little support. 
All the contributors listed under Text Commentaries on BLB are male and similarly for Audio Commentaries. Under the heading of Theological Resources, a sparse section entitled Women’s Resources  stated “Welcome to our growing collection of resources for women’s ministry”. [footnoteRef:4] This is an extraordinary deficiency  of study material, and a denial of the contribution of women to  biblical and theological thinking, teaching and education. Within the constraints set by BLB of a range of evangelical traditions, it is possible to find women scholars, theologians, pastors and church leaders and to represent women as ministering to others, and not just as people to be ministered at.  It shows BLB as failing to take advantage of the the rapid growth of authoring and online publication of theological and bible study material  by women . This information circulated via the internet and social media recognizes that people are not just searching for a literal meaning of the bible but are doing so in order to address the problems of our time, and issues of every day life, each one searching in the context of their own life experience and culture. [4:  Blue Letter Bible ‘Women’s Study Resources’, Available at: https://blueletterbible.org/wm/
[Accessed: 27 October 2023]] 

In conclusion, the best features of BLB are the online bible search tools that can link a verse or short text to translation tools, maps, charts and outlines. The site is site accessible to people with site impairments because it has a significant audio content. BLB have recently improved their content and reduced the US bias by adding the ESV Global Study Bible to its portfolio and could improve it further by including commentaries and study material authored by women.
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