Academic Journeys

Themes from papers reviewed in the class.

· Most research journeys have a level of complexity – look out for this and accommodate

· All research journeys fit into a wider research landscape – be sure you are aware of the wider landscape and how your research fits into this.  Find ways to engage with this wider engagement.

· Remember that your research journey is a personal journey but that it will interlink with other peoples research journeys – both people with similar research interests, but also others who are at similar points on their research journeys (fellow students in this class, other students on the UWTSD DBA programme, other research students)

· Journeys need purposes – make sure you are clear about the purpose of your research

· Think about themes and trends

· Important to think about the importance of change of speed, be able to wait and think but then also to speed up when necessary

· Writing is a very important part of every research journey.  Keep writing is a key (to avoid ‘writers block’
· Reflectivity is a necessary element of research journeys.  This links back to your previous sessions on positionality.


Follow-up activities

· [bookmark: _GoBack]When you re-read these papers look especially for what individuals say about their own research journeys

· Think about your own academic communication.  Develop systems to develop you academic communication by reading, talking with other researchers and writers

· Ensure you develop your academic communication skills both in your own mother language and in English

· Think about using a research journey diary / journal.  Either electronic or paper.  This will allow you to track you journey both from a practical level but also an emotional level.  This could allow you to trach progress with actual research milestones, and also your own developmental journey in terms of knowledges and all types of skills.
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