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Many of our ideas about medieval women seem to be along the lines of either saint or sinner, a mother or wife, whore or Madonna. These stereotypes were usually written down and passed on to our modern sensibilities by the clergy, along with the aristocracy who tended to be literate. The woman’s characteristics defined by her status, not who she actually is.
Chaucer only gives us two female storytellers – the wife and the Prioress, both wealthy, Alisoun and the Prioress, secular and religious representation perhaps being the only areas of society that Chaucer felt needed to represent 51% of the population.
But, he turns the stereotypes upside down and completely changes the perception we have of them. His audience listening to the stories will have their views challenged as well, Chaucer is discussing/debating with them. Perhaps persuading them to think outside of their usual inherited norms.
Gender roles was only one of the areas for debate during this time of great change in society. 
Chaucer was well aware of this “female quest”, and well versed in works by Christine de Pizan and the work ‘Roman de la Rose’????? spelling. The classical misogynistic works by Aristotle and gang were also known to him.
Alisoun’s complexity is reflected back to her Prologue description by her story of love and women’s superiority. She is multi-layered, colourful, lusty, highly intelligent, successful and well read; a beautifully crafted image.


