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1. INTRODUCTION

In this report, I reflect on my experience of learning the basics of web development by programming and designing a website from scratch for my friend’s pizzeria despite having no previous coding experience , using gibbs reflective cycle. 





























2. MAIN FINDINGS 


2.1 DESCRIPTION

I had always wanted to learn web development but had never been able to commit fully to the process. Coincidentally, my friend was about to open his pizzeria but ran into the issue of not having a website.  
I had previously experimented with wordpress templates and blogging, so I decided to give it a shot and help him create a simple website for his pizzeria. I knew this would be a great opportunity to put something tangible on my resume while also ensuring that I get the push I needed to finally learn programming because I only had a month to complete the project. 
With no professional coding experience, this seemed like a daunting endeavor to me. The entire process was not as simple as I had anticipated; in fact, determining how to begin the development process was extremely difficult. So, I ended up reading a variety of blogs and watching a plethora of web development tutorial videos in order to create a roadmap to help kickstart the development process. I settled on HTML, CSS, and Javascript as the primary development languages. I took an Udemy course on HTML and CSS, which taught me the fundamentals of structuring and designing a web page. 
The most difficult aspect of the entire process was learning Javascript. I was initially demotivated because I struggled to understand the theoretical side of javascript programming. I was able to get the hang of it after recreating some simple YouTube videos. I discovered a tutorial similar to the required website and began programming, referring to similar videos and the internet when I became stuck. After a few days of perseverance, I was able to create a simple website with all of the necessary information about the pizzeria. I was able to host it for a very low cost.
This experience has been a rollercoaster of emotions for me, from having never programmed before to building a simple website and learning a new skill, and thereby assisting a friend in his new venture. 








2.2 FEELINGS

I'd describe the entire learning experience as a mix of excitement and frustration. 
Because I had no coding experience, I was easily overwhelmed by the scope of the project at first. It was important for me to take small steps to conquer the feeling of being overwhelmed (Barajas, L., 2008). As I watched tutorials and read web development blogs, I became more excited about the journey ahead of me. After figuring out the tech stack, I was able to easily understand HTML and CSS, which increased my confidence in my ability to learn. However, learning javascript, which comprised the majority of the programming logic, proved to be extremely difficult for me. I struggled to learn even the fundamentals because I couldn't understand the logic behind some of the code I wrote, and I was becoming increasingly frustrated. But then I decided to recreate a simple project from a YouTube tutorial that heavily used javascript. This helped me understand how the language was used. I was feeling more at ease now. Then I repeated the process for the entire pizzeria website, referring to existing tutorials to understand the logic behind commonly used code and then asking questions on various programming online forums when I got stuck. As a result, I began to enjoy the challenge.
I enjoyed the design process because it was exciting to change the images, colors, fonts, and so on of the webpage while trying to fit the necessary information in.



















2.3 EVALUATION

It is clear that one of the main reasons things went well was that I stuck with the project no matter how frustrated I became. I was initially overwhelmed, but I devised a plan to get the journey started. The project took me on a rollercoaster ride of excitement and frustration at times, but perseverance proved to be the key. I realized my programming abilities were lacking and that I needed more practice, particularly with javascript. Even though I was able to create the website, I realized that it was primarily due to  asking for assistance and reaching out to fellow developers in forums for solutions whenever I became stuck. I still have a long way to go before I can consider myself a professional developer, but this experience has given me the confidence to pursue more advanced web development techniques.























2.4 ANALYSIS

The experience taught me that my inability to respect the learning process was a major source of my frustration. Learning a new skill takes time, so it's important to have a growth mindset  (Dweck, C., 2016) and look for happiness in small steps.
Time management could have been improved by following a tutorial and learning as you go rather than focusing on thoroughly understanding the theoretical side of javascript.
This project also demonstrated the importance of virtual collaboration; asking questions in technical programming forums assisted me in finding solutions when I became stuck. The forums ensured that professional developers responded to my questions, making the learning process easier.



























2.5 CONCLUSION

The most important thing I accomplished was being able to learn web development by creating a professional website. 
It has also taught me time management techniques (Malita, L. 2011)., how to trust the trial-and-error nature of the programming process, and the importance of having a growth mindset. 
Also, the project made me realize the importance of collaboration through the presence of online programming discussion forums.






























2.6 ACTION PLAN

I would continue to practice web development and attempt more difficult projects now that I have mastered the fundamentals through the pizza shop project.
I would prioritize learning through practice over diving headfirst into theory. Making mistakes should be fully accepted, resulting in a growth mindset. It is also critical that I improve my time management abilities.
Given how much the web developers forum has helped me learn, I would try to be more active in these forums and seek out more advanced web development courses to stay current with technology and coding practices.
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