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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

How have terrorist actions in the last fifteen years shaped modern policing in the United Kingdom?

INTRODUCTION:

Since 2010, numerous terror attacks in the United Kingdom from all different ranges of extremism have had a profound impact on the psyche of police forces and the general public. This has had a lasting effect on the general populus, with at least 45% of civilians letting it affect their day-to-day life (GOV.UK, 2023). The rise and fall of groups such as the Islamic State, and more recently homegrown attacks from the right-wing nationalist side of the British public have had great effects on the way policing runs in the UK.

At the moment, the terror threat in UK is classed as ‘substantial’, which means that an attack is likely. (GOV.UK, 2025). This shows that the threat of an attack is lingering on the UK, and it is important that UK police forces are ready for it, if one unfortunately comes to fruition. 

Many tactics have been introduced and conducted to combat terrorism over the last fifteen years. These include initiatives for detection and stopping radical extremism from blooming, such as the Prevent programme, which was implemented ‘to help people vulnerable to radicalisation move away from extremism’. (Police.uk, n.d). Also, measures to limit the damage of attacks have also been implemented, and save as many lives as possible in the immediate aftermath of a terrorist incident. This includes improving life-saving decisions such as the ten second triage, and co-ordinating emergency services for a cohesive response. 

Arguably, the Manchester Arena bombing in 2017 has had the most impact on the way police forces operate during terrorist incidents, due to the questions raised in the Manchester Arena enquiry, and the aftermath and changes made from it. This includes the implementation of ten-second triage as mentioned above, and the harsh lessons learnt from the failures of the emergency services attending the scene.

The bombing also had an indirect rise in hate crimes in Manchester, with over 1000 hate crimes reported a month after the bombing in June 2017, compared to just over 400 in February of that year. (BBC, 2017). This in itself has ultimately caused a new challenge for policing across the UK, with the rise of right-wing extremism, racism, and in turn terror attacks from this side of the political spectrum. 





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The aims for this dissertation are to critically evaluate and investigate the following areas:

What attacks have happened in the UK in the last fifteen years, and which ones have had the most influence on the public?

Attacks such as the Manchester bombing are highly influential, as this overhauled the way policing terrorist incidents is conducted in the UK. This has been highlighted in the researched conducted for this dissertation, such as the changes implemented after the damming Manchester area inquiry reports (Sir John Saunders, 2023). This paired with ISIS attacks in London, such as the murder of PC Palmer and the London Bridge attack highlighted how vulnerable the UK was at the time to ‘Marauding terror attacks’, and how these along with the Manchester attack adapted policing.

How have these impacted the British public?

Sir Robert Peel, the founder of the Metropolitan Police stated that ‘the police are the public, and the public are the police’ (Robert Peele, 1829).  This sentiment still rings true today, and it is natural that a viewpoint that is shared across British society will also be reflected by officers in police forces around Britain because of this. 

How has policing changed in the last fifteen years from these incidents?

This will lead to an investigation into what has changed, and what has caused these changes over the time period. This will include direct changes implemented due to terror attacks, and side effect of the prejudices that rise from the misinformation and hate that brews after these incidents. The most notable changes seen from research so far are noted in the Manchester Inquiry reports chaired by Sir John Saunders (Saunders, 2023).

Is this change detrimental or positive?

The changes that have been highlighted will then be scrutinised, to see if these are positive implementations, or if the changes have created more harm than good. The side effects of these changes will also be broken down and discussed, along with the survey that will be completed to see if the wider public and local officers have felt the gravity of the changes. This will then further inform the overall decision if these changes have had a positive or negative effect on policing in the United Kingdom. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

One key piece of literature that will inform much of the dissertation is the Manchester Enquiry. This document was created after the Manchester bombing in 2017, to critically evaluate the response to the attack and the failings by the emergency services, and what could be improved. Although this document is an excellent example of what has changed, and what the government itself thought went wrong with the attacks, it doesn’t explain if those changes have been implemented and what the public perception is. This will give the survey the opportunity to bridge the gap and find out what both officers and civilians think of these changes, and how this has changed the public psyche in general on terror attacks.

Journalists and articles have provided an insight on what the public perception of the government’s response is, such as articles from the BBC highlighting some of these areas. However, these also highlight a gap in research, as these articles are outdated by a few years. This in itself shows that the survey is even more vital to the research, as it is a contemporary reflection of views today, rather than around 3 to 4 years ago.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research will be carried out by conducting a survey with a mix of serving and retired police officers, and also civilians who are not in the policing job role. I believe that this will inform my results in an unbiased and varied manner, collecting the views of both police officers and the wider public on the view of terrorism. The fact it will be completed via an anonymous system will give a better reflection of accurate thoughts in relation to a sensitive and controversial topic. The mask of anonymity will give people confidence to answer with their true thoughts, with less social biases informing their decision-making. Another positive to the survey being anonymous is that people may feel more inclined to participate knowing that it is fully anonymous, as they might be put off taking part if it was a public survey. (Roberts, 2022). The survey will also be easily accessible, and this will lead to a higher proportion of persons taking part and completing the survey, to gain the widest range of data across all groups, police and civilians alike. (R Coll, 2013).



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I am intending to ask both police officers and non-police civilians the same questions, and compare the results to see if there are different views from officers and the general public. This will give a wide scope of results in relation to the question I wish to answer, and inform my decision from a multitude of different backgrounds. This is the best course of action as a direct focus on a certain group may warp my results, and produce an inaccurate reflection of attitudes towards the topic at hand.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

As mentioned above, there are a range of possible ethical issues that may arise from this dissertation. The subject matter itself focusing on traumatic incidents such as terror attacks may cause upset or distress to persons reading it. The questionnaire will also be anonymous, for persons to feel comfortable completing it, and to gain a more accurate viewpoint of the general populus. 


	TIME SCALE:

The deadline for the literature review to be completed is 26th January 2026, so I will look to gather full references and collate them fully by this date.

The deadline for methodology is 9th March 2026, so I will look to complete the questionnaire at least a month before this date. This will give me two weeks to gather as many completed surveys as possible and then give me time to collate the data, and write it up effectively into the dissertation for the analysis of results on 27th April 2026.

I will then look to get the main body of work completed before 1st June 2026, and make changes as needed and submit for finalisation on 29th June 2026.
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